Soft Component Activities

Whether If not, .
Amount . Expenditure
Sr. Soft component . activity has planned date .
. sanctioned as made till date
No. activity* er DPR been of the (in Rs.)
P undertaken activity )
Entrepreneurship 24th Oct 60,076 (Rs.76/-
1 Development 60,000 Done 2024-26th bear by
Workshop Oct 2024 college)
03rd March
Research Methodology
2 Course Work for Ph.D 1,50,000 No 2025-13th B
March 2025
National Conference on
Indian Knowledge 14th Dec
3 System Regarding NEP 2,00,000 No 2025 )

2020




20th July

Sesearch Methodoogy | 50,000 No 2025-30th
' July 2025
National Conference on 16th Dec
InterdisciplineryStudies 2,00,000 No 2025
Seminar on Intellectual 26th April
Property right (IPR) 45,000 No 2025
15,000
Photography and 17th March
Vid hy C No 2025-24th
ideography Course March 2025
Audio and Vid 15,000 21st Feb
b0 ane vieeo No 2025- 29th
Editing Program

Feb 2025




15,000

Communication Skills 15th Feb
9 | and Public Speaking No 2025-22nd -
Course Feb 2025
15,000
Reporting and 17th Feb
10 | newspaper making No 2025-24th -
Course Feb 2025
Emerging Challenges 100,000 1,00,000
11 | of Equitable Growth in No 15th Jan 2025
the Indian Economy
Workshop on Research 2,00,000
Methodology in 22nd Aug
12 | Commerce and No 2025-23rd -
Management amid of Aug 2025
NEP2020
1,00,000
One Day National
Conference
13 | (Interdisciplinary)on No 25th Feb 2025 -
Contribution of Sports

in Nation Building




1,00,000

14 Ethics and VAlues in No 10th April
Higher Education 2025
1,25,000
regarding leaming 20th Jan
15 | osaring g No 2025-22nd
teaching and evaluation Jan 2005
in HEI
50,000/-
Orientation Programme
16 | for Administrative No ! lt}21 é\;[;lrch

Staff
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Practice Paper
[ SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - Part-I |

Time : 2 hrs

8) Complete the following table for convex lens:
$OIT eI, URL.UEEf. 9IS UEHel ®eTd PIAUBKDT . s v urcor
Max. Marks : 40 No. | the object i

. 5. Write the name of group : "The group with 3) Observe the following figure and write the 1. | Beyond 2F,
Q.1 (A) Choose the correct alternative from the valency zero". answer to the question.

given options. Q)] 2.
1) The modern periodic table was prepared by Q.2 (A) Give scientific reason: (4ny 2) (4) i 3
1) Anodes need to be replaced from time to time '

the image

Real, inverted
and enlarged

A) Ne.wlands
C) Moseley

In the Wilfley table method, the particles of
gangue are separated by

method.
A) Magnetic
C) Hydraulic

3) A convex lens forms a virtual image of an

object placed
A) at infinity

B) Dalton
D) Mendeleev

B) Froth floatation
D) Gravitational

B) between '2F1' and 'F1'
C) at F1 D) between 'F1' and optical Centre 'O’

If height of the satellite's orbit increases, the

critical velocity .

A) increases

B) decreases

separation

during the electrolysis of alumina.

2) Sodium, Potassium and Lithium elements are
placed in 1st group.

3) In cold regions in winter, the rocks crack due to
anamalous expansion of water.

Q.2 (B) Answer the following. (Any 3) 6)

1) What is a geostationary satellite? Why are

polar region?

IUPAC names.
a. butan-2-ol

geostationary satellites not useful for studies of

2) Write structural formulae for the following

b. pentan - 2- one

i.  Which process is shown in the figure?

ii. Explain the chemical reaction shown in the
figure.

iii. What is corrosion?

Q.4 Answer the following questions. (Any 1) (5)
1) Observe the following skeleton diagram of
modern periodic table and answer the questions
| I

1

k|

Fl

i) In which block element 'A’ lie ?

Identify the figures and explain their use. i) Tn which period element 'B' lic ?

iii) State group of element 'D'
iv) What is valency of element 'C'.
v) What is valency of element 'B'.

D) changes 3)
When a ray of light passes through glass slab, 4) Define the followings.

refraction of light occurs . a. Specific latent heat of vaporization
A) once B) twice b. The dew point temperature

C) thrice D) many times 5)

C) no difference Distinguish between Groups and Periods.

Observe the following diagram

and answer the questions

i) Identify the adjoining figure/
diagram .

ii) Which part of figure
provides initial trust (force)?

iii) In which part liquid fuel is
used?

iv) In which part satellites are
stored?

v) In which part solid fuel is
stored/used?

Write down any two rules used for drawing ray
diagrams for the formation of image by convex

Q.1 (B) Answer the following questions. [5] lens.

1. Identify the pairs of elements and their group
numbers from the following.

Group A

Write the demerits of Mendeleev's periodic

Q.3 Answer the following questions. (Any 5) [15] table.

1. Identify the type of chemical reaction given
below:
a) CuSO, + Fe — FeSO, + Cu
b) 2Mg + Oy — 2MgO
¢) 2KCIO3 — 2KCI +30,T.

Draw a scientifically correct labelled diagram

of a human eye and answer the questions based

on 1t:

A) Name the type of lens in the human eye.

B) Name the cells which are on retina and
responsible for intensity of light.

C) State the nature of the image formed of the
object on the screen inside the eye.

Group B

1) Group No. 13
2) Group No. 2
3) Group No. 12

a. Calcium

b. Aluminium

. For an electric motor
as shown in figure:
a. Namethe X,Z,Y
and W
On which
principle or rule
an electric motor
runs?

2. Say True OR False "The density of water is
maximum at 40C".

@@ : SANJAY JAGANNATH GANGAN
Chembur English High School.
T : | . a8k

e fawd : Science And Technology Part -11

7) Answer the following questions:
a. Define Hydrocarbons.
b. Name the types of Hydrocarbons.
c. Name the two alkanes

3. Complete the analogy.
The first artificial satellite: Sputnik :: The first b.
Indian satellite : ____
. Find the odd one out.
Methane, butane, ethene, propane
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NAGPUR (M.S.)

Shri. Shivaji Education Society Amravati

DHANWATE NATIONAL COLLEGE

Sealed B-1 (Percentage rate) tenders are invited from the experienced contractors registered in appropriate class for
civilworks under PM USHA 3.0 at Dhanwate National College, Nagpur.

rennovation and repairing

Sr. | Name of the Work Amount Earnest Initial Total Time limit Cost of
No. put to Money Security | Security for blank
tender Deposit Deposit Deposit | Completion tender
1% 2% copy
1 Proposed Acoustic Rs.16,18,306/- | Rs. 16,183/- | Rs. 32,366/- 5% 3 months Rs. 2000/-
treatment and Interior
Design Rennovation of
Audio-Visual Center at
Dhanwate National
College, Congress Nagar,
Nagpur.
2 | Proposed Construction, Rs.4,13,130/- | Rs.4,133/- | Rs. 8,267/- 5% 2 month Rs. 1000/-

works of various buildings

at Dhanwate National

College, Congress Nagar,

Nagpur.

[1] Proposed Rennovation
work of Canteen

[2] Proposed Construction
of Boys Toilet.

[3] Proposed repairing
work of Rain Water
Harvesting Filter

(Harshvardhan Deshmukh)
President
Shri. Shivaji Education Society

Amravati

1) Last date of submission of tenderis 15th February 2025 Upto 5:00 p.m.

2) E.M.D. Should be paid online in favour of Shri. Shivaji Education Society Dhanwate National College A/c. No.
1201700042, IFSC-CBIN0283465, Dhanwate National College Nagpur Branch, Nagpur.

3) Allworks required registered contractor with PWD Maharashtra state or other state govt.

4) Additional security deposit for more than 10% below the tender rates successfully, contractor should submit 1%
forevery parentage after 10% below percentage in addition of 2% initial security deposit within stipulated time.

5) G.S.T.shall be applicable as per prevailing Government rules and regulations.

6) Competent authority reserves theright to reject any or tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

7) Information of e-tendering is available on the following website / Notice board. https://mahatenders.gov.in

(Dilip B. Ingole)
Chairman

Construction Committee
Dhanwate National College Nagpur

(Dr. Prashant Kothe)
Principal
Dhanwate National College
Nagpur
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Handloom Mark

India Handloom

CmyCHonatoom iy Pk

Exclusive

Handloom
Expo

Date: 8th-14th Feb. 25

time : 1.00 to 9.00 pm

EXHIBITION CUM SALE OF
HANDLOOM PRODUCTS

Directly by Weavers

and Artisans

Venue: South Central Zone

ENTRY

FREE

Cultural Center, Civil Lines,Nagpur
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Special Events: Sugam Sangit
Live Orchestra | Bharatnatyam Dance | Kathak Dance

Special Attraction: Bengal Sarees | Chanderi Sarees | Maheshwari Sarees
Kosa Silk Sarees | Banarasi Silk Sarees | Pochampally Silk Sarees
Karvath Kathi Sarees | Dress Material | Handicraft

Sponsored by:
O/o Development Commissioner for Handlooms,
Ministry of Textiles, Government of India

Organised by: Weavers Service Center, Civil Lines, Nagpur

M/s.Dhapewada Textile Udyog
Producer Company Ltd.
Dhapewada, Tal-Kalmeshwar, Nagpur
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Mohpa Education Society’s

BAR. SHESHRAO WANKHEDE MAHAVIDYALAYA, MOHPA

Tah. Kalmeshwar, Distt. Nagpur-441502
1. HeE 3= IR, APTgR Wediaran dte didter . 2¢¢/033

Tefiet A1 00.02.2034 T 3L Wictier SRR SvaTd Ad 31T,

WANTED

Post No. of | Nature of | Nature of Category Time of
Vacancies | Post Vacancy Advertisement|
Clear; .
L Full . First
Principal| One Time Graani:i-m- Open Time

1. Pay Scale: As per UGC & State Government Norms
2. Essential Qualifications:
i) Ph.D.degree
ii) Professor/Associate Professor with a total experience of at least fifteen years of
teaching/research in Universities/Colleges/other institutions of higher
education.

iii) A minimum of 10 research publications in peer-reviewed or UGC Care-listed

journals

iv) A minimum of 110 Research Score as per Appendix II, Table 2 of Govt.

Resolution dated 8" March, 2019.

Note:- A College Principal shall be appointed for a tenure of five years, extendable for
another term of five years on the basis of performance assessment by a Committee
appointed by the University, constituted as per Rules.

Applications from eligible candidates on plain paper addressed to the Secretary,
Mohpa Education Society are invited at college address along with 10 sets of
certified copies of relevant documents, certificates and testimonials through proper
channel on or before 17/02/2025. Research score sheet certified by the
Principal/Head of Institution must be attached.
A. S. Dhawad, Secretary

Kunda Vijayakar, President
S
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BIREN SINGH SUBMITS RESIGNATION TO GOVERNOR BHALLA

Chorus growing, Manipur CM
finally quits; Assembly on hold

Puts in his papers
after returning
from New Delhi
where he met
Shah, Nadda

SUKRITABARUAH
& LIZMATHEW
GUWAHATI,NEW DELHI,FEB9

TWENTY-ONE MONTHS after
ethnic violence erupted in
Manipur, which remains on the
edge, Chief Minister N Biren Singh
tendered his resignation Sunday
evening, ahead of the start of the
Assembly session Monday.
Singh submitted his resigna-
tion to Governor Ajay Kumar

Manipur CM N Biren Singh
submits his resignation to
Governor AK Bhalla. AN

Bhalla in Imphal after returning
from New Delhi. The Raj Bhavan
issued a statement saying the

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Why now: Dissent within,

Opp no-trust threat, probe
pleain SC, dip in ratings

SUKRITABARUAH
&LIZMATHEW
GUWAHATI,NEW DELHI,FEB9

AFTER 21 months of op-
position from Kuki-Zo
leaders, waning popular-
ity in the Meitei-majority
Imphal Valley, calls for
resignation from the Opposition,
withdrawal of support by a key
NDA partner, it was pressure
from unhappy colleagues in the
Valley that finally led to N Biren

EXPLAINED

T

Singh’s resignation as Manipur
Chief Minister on Sunday.
Kuki-Zo groups and 10 MLAs
from the community — these in-
clude seven BJP MLAs,
two of them ministers —
have held Singh respon-
sible for the ethnic con-
flictin the state which be-
ganon May 3, 2023.
Rumblings within his own
ranks began to grow loud last
year and have since intensified.
BJP MLAs from the Valley have
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Mabharashtra:
Financial stress
shows, funds

for ‘populist’
schemes delayed

ALOKDESHPANDE
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 9

WITH STATE FINANCES getting
stretched, the Devendra Fadnavis
government in Maharashtra has
held back funds for the
‘Mukhyamantri Teerth Darshan
Yojana',a programme that spon-
sors senior citizens to visit pil-
grim spots. The scheme was
launched inJune-end, about five
months months before the 2024
Assembly elections.

In a Cabinet meeting last
week, the government also dis-
cussed discontinuing two other
schemes, the Shiv Bhojan Thali

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

31 Maoists, 2 security personnel
killed in Chhattisgarh gunfight

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, FEBRUARY 9

AT LEAST 31 Maoists, including
11 women, and two security per-
sonnel were killed in an en-
counter on Sunday at Indravati
National Park in Chhattisgarh’s
Bijapur district.

The encounter, which began
around 8 am, took place inside
the national park, located about
15 km from the Maharashtra
border and 28 km from Bijapur’s
Farsegarh, the nearest village.
Intermittent firing between
Maoists and security forces went
on till around 4 pm, police said.

The security personnel killed
were identified as District Reserve
Guard (DRG) head constable
Naresh Dhruv,aresident of Baloda

THELAST MAOIST STRONGHOLD

Maoists killed in Bastar
region since 2014

88

*Until Feb 9

217

CHHATTISGARH
© Raipur

< Narayanpur

, Dantewada
o Bijapur
Site of Sunday gunfight

Source: Chhattisgarh Police

Bazar district, and Special Task
Force (STF) constable Vaasit Ravte,
aresident of Balod district. Two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

BEHIND THE MAJOR
SUCCESS IN BASTAR
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Why Kejriwal lost: Pollution, lack of
drinking water behind voter anger;
two-thirds saw AAP as corrupt

Over half the voters had made up mind before campaign
began, BJP built a strong coalition of upper castes, OBCs

SPECIAL TO THE

EXPRESS

SANDEEP SHASTRI,
SANJAY KUMAR
& SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE RESULTS of an election are
often a by-product of who lost,
and, in the process, whowon. The
just concluded Assembly elec-
tions in Delhi are a case in point.
After adecade in power, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) saw a sharp
decline in public support with the
‘credibility quotient’ of its leader-
ship clearly taking a dip. A direct
corollary to this development
was a decisive victory for the BJP.

The Lokniti-CSDS Survey, car-
ried out between January 29 and
February 6 (the day after polling)
and covering 3,137 respondents
across 28 Assembly seats,

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi
submits her resignation to
L-G VK Saxena, Sunday. P11

showed that local issues were
paramount among voters, there
was anger against the AAP MLAs
as well as dissatisfaction with its
government,and that, contrary to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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At Maha Kumbh, tiny bundles of joy:

11 babies born in h

PAGE1
ANCHOR

MANISH SAHU
PRAYAGRAJ, FEBRUARY 9

THE SPRAWLING 4,000-hectare
Maha Kumbh area in Prayagraj
has seen crores of visitors over
the last couple of months. For 11
women and their families, their
visits were made all the more
special as they gave birth while
at Kumbh.

The 11 births took place at
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The Central Hospital in the Kumbh area is one of 13 hospitals
managed by a team of 105, including four gynaecologists

° 1 °

Central Hospital, set up inside
the Kumbh area. It is one of 13
hospitals and 10 first-aid posts —
managed by a team of 105, in-
cluding four gynaecologists —
set up specifically to cater to the
requirements of Kumbh visitors.
Women experiencing labour
pains while at the Kumbh area
are brought to Central Hospital,
which is the one equipped with
facilities to carry out deliveries,
by their families or by one of the
125 ambulances deployed in dif-

ferent locations.
While the Maha Kumbh
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
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Chorus growing, Biren quits as CM

Governor had accepted the resig-
nation of Singh and his Council of
Ministers. It said the Governor has
asked him to continue in office
until “alternative arrangements
aremade”.

The Governor issued a notifi-
cation nixing the Assembly ses-
sion for the time being by declar-
ing the January order summoning
the House “null and void”.

Earlier, the Congress had
threatened to bring a no-confi-
dence motion against Singh and
his government during the
Assembly session.

In the Manipur House of 60 —
Assembly elections in the state are
not due until 2027 - the current
strengthis 59 following the death
of NPP MLA N Kayisii last month.

Of the 59 legislators, 37 are
from BJP, 6 from NPP, 5 from NPF,
5 from Congress, 2 from Kuki
People’s Alliance, one from JDU
and three independents. Both KPA
and NPP, which were part of the

government, have withdrawn
support after the violence. At least
2 NPP MLAs continued to back
Biren Singh even after the party
formally withdrew its support.

Singh had left for New Delhi -
his second trip to the national
Capital this week — on Saturday
evening. He made this trip with-
out any of his Cabinet colleagues.

According to sources, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah held an
almost two-hour meeting on
Sunday, where BJP national presi-
dent ] P Nadda was also present.
Singh flew back tolmphalintheaf-
ternoonalong with BJP’s Northeast
Coordinator Sambit Patra.

In the evening, Singh, Patra
and other senior Manipur BJP
leaders, including Manipur BJP
president A Sharda Devi and
Cabinet ministers Th Biswajit
Singh, Sapam Ranjan Singh,
Govindas Konthoujam and Th
Basanta Singh, met Governor
Bhalla, and Singh submitted his

resignation.

His resignation came amid a
renewed political churn in
Manipurbefore the Assembly ses-
sion which was scheduled to start
Monday.

The Indian Express had re-
ported that several BJP MLAs from
Manipur, who had been upset
withBiren Singh'’s leadership and
the party-led Centre’s manage-
ment of the Manipur crisis, had
again started putting pressure on
the party leadership.

Dissident BJP MLAs from
Manipur The Indian Express
spoke to had suggested that they
were gearing to take a “bigand un-
precedented” step in the upcom-
ing Assembly session by support-
ing a no-confidence motion the
Congress had said it was likely to
introduce in the Assembly.

“The Congress was all set to
move a no-confidence motion
against the Chief Minister and his
Council of Ministers in the

Manipur Assembly tomorrow.
Sensing the climate, the Manipur
CM has just resigned,” Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh wrote on X.

A source who was present
with Singh while he submitted
the resignation letter indicated
that the Assembly was likely to be
in suspended animation for a
while.

In his resignation letter, Singh
emphasised five points as “a re-
quest” to the Central government
through the Governor.

These include maintaining the
“territorial integrity” of the state;
a crackdown on “illegal immi-
grants”; continuing “the fight
against drugs and narco terror-
ism”; the continuation of the re-
vised Free Movement Regime
with the application of biometric
checks; and the construction of
the Indo-Myanmar border. All are
issues which he pressed on
through the course of his Chief
Ministership.

Congress leaderand Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi targeted
the Prime Minister, saying he “al-
lowed him (Singh) to continue de-
spite the violence, loss of life, and
the destruction of theidea of India

in Manipur”.

In a post on X, Gandhi said,
“The resignation of CM Biren
Singh shows that mounting pub-
lic pressure, the SC investigation
and the no-confidence motion by
the Congress have forced a reck-
oning. But the most urgent prior-
ity is to restore peace in the state,
and work to heal the wounds of
the people of Manipur.”

“PM Modi must visit Manipur
atonce, listen to the people and fi-
nally explain his plan to bring back
normalcy,” he said.

The Congress said Singh’s res-
ignation came “too late”.

Congress in-charge for
Manipur Girish Chondakar said,
“Ifhe(Singh) had resigned earlier,
lives, properties, businesses, and
education of children could have
been saved. He should have re-
signed a year and a half ago. The
trauma that the state has suffered
can'tbereversed.”

“He resigned because he was
running a minority government.
He didn’t have support from his
own MLAs. Biren Singh has de-
stroyed this state,” Chondakar said.

-WITHASAD REHMAN IN
NEW DELHI

e Why now: Dissent within, Opp no-trust threat, probe plea in SC, dip in ratings

queued up before the party’s
central leadership over the
months, including the Prime
Minister’'s Office (PMO) in
October 2024, seeking replace-
ment of the CM. The BJP lead-
ership, however, continued to
back Singh.

The turning point appeared
to be the Budget session of the
Manipur Assembly that was
set to begin Monday. With
their appeals for a leadership
change going unheard, dissi-
dent MLAs prepared to take an
“unprecedented and drastic
move” during the session and
back a no-confidence motion
that the Congress said it was
likely to move.

As the divide between
Singh’s loyalists in the party
and the dissidents deepened,
the two groups began camping
separately by Sunday morning
as the Assembly session ap-
proached, sources said.

The wheels had begun to
turn when Speaker Thokchom
Satyabrata Singh, one of the
CM’s critics, visited New Delhi

last week and met BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda. Satyabrata
Singh, insiders said, told Nadda
about the no-confidence mo-
tion. According to a source,
when he was asked if the intro-
duction of a no-confidence
motion could be averted, the
Speaker said he would not be
able to stopit.

On February 3, Manipur
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj Minister
Yumnam Khemchand Singh,
another known critic of Biren
Singh, reached New Delhi. He
was said to have warned the
BJP leadership that the govern-
ment would likely collapse if
the CM was not replaced.
Governor A KBhalla met Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
February 4 to apprise him of
the situation.

Why the BJP

leadership gave in

On February 5, Biren Singh
travelled to New Delhi and, ac-
cording to insiders, was unable
to meet the Union Home

Minister. Following this, he and
some ministers loyal to him
headed to the Kumbh Mela in
Prayagraj.

In the face of intensifying
pressure and the Assembly
session nearing, Biren Singh
flew to New Delhi again on
Saturday. He met Shah and
Nadda on Sunday and after a
two-hour discussion it was de-
cided that he would have to
step down, sources said.

“Everything has a time,
place and a situation. Yes, we
have been pushing this for long
but the MLAs decided not to
wait anymore. We have the
majority of the MLAs on our
side, from the BJP, the NPF
(Naga People’s Front), and the
NPP (National People’s Party),”
said one of the BJP MLAs who
pushed for Biren Singh’s resig-
nation. The NPP and the NPF
are BJP allies.

BJP sources also said the
Centre recently initiated a se-
ries of steps to increase border
security and control the law
and order situation. The ap-

pointment of Bhalla, a former
Union Home Secretary, as
Governor and a complete over-
haul of the bureaucracy were
part of those efforts.

“A no-confidence motion
and the fall of the government
would have derailed these at-
tempts. The national leader-
ship did not want these efforts
to be overshadowed either. The
spectacular win in Delhi has
just given them more confi-
dence to take such a step,” a BJP
source said.

For the BJP leadership, the
Supreme Court’s move to seek
a sealed-cover report from the
Central Forensic Science
Laboratory also raised question
marks about the viability of al-
lowing the CM to continue,
party sources said. The labora-
tory is examining “leaked au-
dio tapes” that allegedly point
to Biren Singh’s role in fuelling
the ethnic conflict. Based on
the tapes, the petitioner, Kuki
Organization for Human Rights
Trust, has sought an independ-
ent investigation into Singh’s

alleged role in the violence that
has left more than 200 people
dead.

Even though the BJP leader-
ship had continued to support
Biren Singh as CM, his leader-
ship came to be seen as a liabil-
ity by his party colleagues op-
posed to him.

The collapse of trust in the
state BJP government was re-
flected in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions last year when the NDA
lost both the seats in Manipur,
whichithad held earlier, to the
Congress. The rumblings of
discontent grew strong in
November when the homes of
MLAs and ministers, including
Biren Singh, were targeted and
vandalised by angry mobs fol-
lowing the abduction and
killing of six Meitei women
and children.

At the time, NPP president
Conrad Sangma announced
that the party, which had seven
MLAs then, would no longer
support the Biren Singh gov-
ernment, specifically pointing
to his “leadership failure”.

e Pollution, lack of drinking water behind voter anger

the belief that the BJP surged
ahead of the AAP in the final lap,
more than half the voters had
made their choice even before the
campaign began.

Three important factors
hence merit consideration in ex-
plaining the electoral verdict in
Delhi:

Firstly, this election was
fought, lost and won on inher-
ently local issues. In the second
line of his victory speech on
Saturday evening, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi referred to
“Yamuna Maiya”. In 2020,
Kejriwal had made a solemn
promise to cleanse the Yamuna,
saying the voters could reject him
the next time around otherwise.

His accusations of the river
water being “poisoned” towards
the fagend of the campaign were
seenasa poor excuse and did not
carry much weight, even as more
than eight of every 10 respon-
dents in the Lokniti-CSDS Survey
raised problems associated with
the Yamuna river as a concern.

Similarly, more than nine of
every 10 respondents were dis-
appointed with “the lack of clean-
liness” in the city and more than
eightof every 10 upset over pollu-
tion and the non-availability of
clean drinking water.

Corruption charges levelled
by the BJP and Congress against
the AAP too played a role. Nearly
two-thirds of the respondents
saw the AAP government as cor-
rupt, whilealittle over one in four
(28%)feltitwas very corrupt. Four
of every ten saw the ‘Sheesh
Mahal' (the name given by the BJP
to the CM's residence after an al-
legedly exorbitant revamp by the
AAP government) as a sign of
wasteful expenditure.

Secondly, the AAP and its
leadership faced a severe ‘credi-
bility deficit’. Not just the defeat
of the party but the defeat of its
key leaders in their constituen-
cieswas anindicator of the same.

The incumbent AAP MLAs
need to share the blame as the
Lokniti-CSDS Survey showed that
half the respondents were disap-
pointed with the work done by
their representatives. More cru-
cially, nearly one in every three
(35%) of those disappointed with
their MLA’s performance were
“strongly disappointed”. The ‘fa-
tigue’ factor with the AAP, after

Tirupati

laddu

adulteration;
CBI arrests four

NIKHILAHENRY
HYDERABAD, FEBRUARY 9

THE CBI has arrested four people
in connection with the Tirupati
laddu adulteration case.

Those arrested were Pomil
Jain and Bipin Jain, former direc-
tors of Bhole Baba Dairy in
Roorkee; Apoorva Vinay Kant
Chawda, CEO of Vaishnavi Dairy,
Poonambakkam; and Raju
Rajasekharan, the MD of AR Dairy,
Dundigal.

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
government had claimed last year
that Tirupati’s Lord Venkateswara
Temple’s prasadam, which is of-
fered to believers in the form of
laddu, was adulterated with ani-
mal fat, creating a countrywide
uproar. A five-member team, in-
cluding two officers from the CBI,
two from the Andhra Pradesh
government and one from the
Food Safety Standards Authority
of India, has been probing the
case. According to sources in the
AndhraPradesh government, “the
investigation has revealed serious
violations in the ghee supply” to
Tirupati during the previous YS-
RCP government’s tenure, which
was between 2014 and 2019.

Sources said, “Representatives
of Vaishnavi Dairy secured ten-
ders in the name of AR Dairy for
ghee supply and fabricated docu-

The TDP govt had
claimed last year that
Tirupati’s Lord
Venkateswara Temple’s
prasadam was
adulterated with
animal fat.

ments to claim that the ghee was
sourced from Bhole Baba Dairyin
Roorkee. The CBlauthorities have
found that Bhole Baba Dairy did
not have the capacity to supply
huge quantities of ghee.” Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD),
which manages the temple, uses
15,000 litres of ghee for the prepa-
ration of laddus. AR Foods from
Tamil Nadu secured a tender to
supply the ghee at Rs 320 per kg.
When eight tankers carrying the
ghee arrived at TTD, four were
sent to labs for testing adulter-
ation.

“The ghee was sent for testing
on July 8,2024. On July 17, NDDB
lab reports confirmed adulter-
ation,” an official said.

The laddu adulteration scan-
dal had become a political flash
pointin Andhra Pradesh, with the
TDP lashing out at the previous
Jagan MohanReddy government
for “playing with the most pious
of offerings in Tirupati”.

e 31 Maoists

other personnel, DRG constable
Jaggu Kalmu and STF constable
Gulab Mandavi, were injured.

They were part of an operation
conducted by ajoint team of DRG,
STFand Bastar Fighters — all state-
level forces specialising in anti-
Maoist operations. The operation
began Friday after receivinginfor-
mationregarding the presence of
Maoists in the national park.

A major challenge for the se-
curity forces in the operation was
thatthey did not have any forward
base camps in the area, from
where the nearest police camp is
around 30-35 km away.

Additional Director General
(Naxal Operations) Vivekanand
Sinhatold The Indian Express, “We
did not have much presencein the
national park. Despite this, our
forces conducted an operation
where it was thought that opera-
tions were not possible.”

Inspector General of Police for
Bastar Range, Sundarraj P, said,
“Two jawans who suffered in-
juries were evacuated and carried
in an IAF helicopter to a hospital
inRaipur for treatment. Their con-
ditionis said to be stable and they
are out of danger.”

Weapons, including auto-
matic rifles and a barrel grenade
launcher as well as explosives

used to make improvised explo-
sive devices, were recovered from
the encounter site. Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai commended the
security personnel involved in the
encounter and expressed grief
over the deaths of the two jawans.

“Under our double engine
government, 282 Naxalites have
beenkilled in the state sofarin 13
months, 1,033 Naxalites have
been arrested and 925 Naxalites
have surrendered. Under the lead-
ership of... Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi ji and Union
Home Minister Shri Amit Shah ji,
our state will become free from
Naxalism by March 2026. The se-
curity forces are rapidly towards

the target,” Sai said.

This is the second encounter
this year at Indravati National
Park, where three Maoists were
gunned down on January 12.

The national parkarea, adjoin-
ing Abujhmad, is believed to be a
safe haven for Maoists. Spread
across 2,799.08 square kilometres,
the park was declared a tiger re-
servein 1983.

So far this year, 65 Maoists
have been killed in encounters in
Bastar region. In the same period,
11 security personnel have lost
their lives fighting Maoists. At least
nine civilians, including five from
Bijapur, have been killed by
Maoists this year in the region.

e At Maha Kumbh, tiny bundles of joy: 11 babies born at hospital for pilgrims

Mela officially began on January
13, visitors have been gatheringin
the area since December asamas-
sive tent city came up by the
Sangam in Prayagraj, where
Central Hospital was already up
and running.

The first delivery at the hospi-
tal took place on December 29.
Sonam (20), from Kaushambi,
gave birth to a boy, whom her
family named Kumbh. Her hus-
band, Raja, took her to the hospi-
tal after she started experiencing
labour pains. The couple had
come to the Kumbh Melalooking
for work and had been living in
the Kumbh area.

After the delivery, Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister
and Health Minister Brajesh
Pathak congratulated the family.
He told The Indian Express that
the 100-bed hospital near the
Parade Ground in the Kumbharea
isequipped with facilities such as
an OPD, general ward, delivery

centre, ICU,and an operation the-
atre. He said the hospital also pro-
vides diagnostic services and has
separate wards for men, women,
and children.

The mostrecent delivery at the
hospital took place on February 6,
when 30-year-old Kanchan from
Barabanki gave birth to a boy.

All the deliveries so far have
been normal, said Dr Manoj
Kaushik, chief medical superin-
tendent of Central Hospital.

The women who have given
birth at the hospital come from
different districts of Uttar Pradesh,
such as Banda, Chitrakoot,
Kaushambi,and Jaunpur,and also
from different states such as
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan. They come from vary-
ing socio-economic backgrounds
— some are the wives of tempo-
rary class4 employees working at
the Kumbh site and others are
from business families coming to
the Kumbh with a large number

of relatives.

After they give birth, the
women receive medical care for
up to three days before being dis-
charged, said Dr Kaushik.

Among the women who gave
birth at the hospital was 24-year-
old Jyoti Sharma, a homemaker
from Gwalior, who gave birth toa
girl onJanuary 27.She had arrived
atthe Kumbh on January 22 with
her family, including her husband,
Anand Sharma, a businessman,
her in-laws and other relatives.

“We decided to bring Jyoti to
Kumbh after her doctor assured us
that the delivery was still about a
monthaway. Since the whole fam-
ily was coming to Kumbh for an
extended stay, we chose to bring
hertoKumbhwithus,” her father-
in-law, Rakesh Sharma, said. Jyoti
was living with her family at an
akharain the Kumbharea’s Sector
18, around two kilometres from
thehospital. The Kumbhareais di-
vided into 25 sectors.

In the early hours of January
27, Jyoti experienced labour pains,
prompting her family to call an
ambulance. Rakesh Sharma said
the ambulance arrived within
minutes and transported her and
her mother-in-law, Sudha
Sharma, to a hospital in Sector 18.
From there, doctors referred her
to Central Hospital in Sector 2,
where she had a normal delivery,

“We (other family members)
couldn’treach Central Hospital as
security officials at the crossing
didn’tallow usto gothere because
of the big crowd in the area. We
got the news of the baby over the
phone. Jyoti was discharged later
intheevening,” her father-in-law
said. They stayed at the Kumbh for
two more days before returning
to Gwalior.

Since the Kumbh officially be-
gan on January 13, the hospitals
operating at the site have treated
nearly 64,000 patients, Dr
Kaushik said.

nearly a decade in power, had
clearly setin.

Moreover, the AAP itself was
seen to have travelled along jour-
ney in this decade. What started
off as a party (and leadership),
which had risen on an anti-cor-
ruption platform and prided itself
as an alternative to mainstream
political parties, ended up be-
coming one more alternative
among mainstream political par-
ties. The gap between the prom-
ise and performance, rhetoricand
reality, aspiration and achieve-
ment was transparently evident.

Thelevels of satisfaction with
the state and Central government
were visibly different. The
Lokniti-CSDS Survey indicated
that if seven of every 10 respon-
dents were satisfied with the
work of the Central government,
six of every 10 felt the same of the
state government.

The data also indicated that
more than half the respondents
made a choice of whom to vote for
much before the election cam-
paign began. And that many of
them voted for the BJP. Only one-
fourth of the respondents decided
onwhom tovote for on the day of
voting. These voters were closely
split between the BJP and AAP.

Thirdly, the social coalition
that the AAP had built up over
Assembly elections appeared to
have been strongly dented, to be
replaced by a wider social coali-
tion crafted by the BJP. The
Lokniti-CSDS Survey indicated
that the BJP built a strong coali-
tion of upper castes and other
backward classes. Save for the
Gujjars and Yadavs, the BJP had a
stronger presence among the
other backward classes.

If the AAP was able to retain
22 seats, it had alot to do withiits
support among the Dalits and the
Muslims. The AAP continued
with an eight-percentage point
advantage over the BJP among
the poor voters and a six-percent-
age point advantage among the
younger (less than 25 years of
age)voters. The BJP was far ahead
in its support among the older
voters (sixteen percentage points
more than the BJP) and the rich
(thirty-one percentage points).
Among the middle class too, the
BJP had a three-percentage point
advantage over the AAP.

This support among the poor

wasalsoreflected in the endorse-
ment of the work done by the
AAP government in schools, hos-
pitals and power supply.

It is interesting that the
Congress, which was in power in
Delhi for 15 years, has not opened
its account now in three succes-
sive Assembly elections. Its
spokespersons were more fo-
cused on discussing the AAP de-
feat rather than their own poor
showing on Saturday.

The Lokniti-CSDS Survey also
indicated that the Congress was
viewed by respondents as an
‘also-ran’, a distant third factor in
this election.

Overall, the AAP lost 40 seats
with a ten-percentage point dip
in its vote share, while the BJP
gained 40 seats with a seven-per-
centage point gain in vote share.
The fact that the BJP gave two
seatstoitsalliance partners —the
JD(U) and Lok Janshakti Party
(Ram Vilas) — which they both
lost, allowed for building a social
coalition.

The Congress saw a marginal
increase in its vote share, which
adversely affected the AAP and
consequently benefited the BJP.
The fact that the BJP won one-
thirds of its seats (16) by a margin
of less than 10,000 votes as did
the AAP (8 seats) indicates the
three-way contest ina significant
number of seats.

The Delhi voters also voted in
line with the Lok Sabha polls this
time, unlike the trends of 2019
(Lok Sabha), 2020 (Assembly)
and 2014, 2015.

With the BJP firmly in the sad-
dle, there will now be a ‘double
engine sarkaar’ in place, so to
speak. Taking forward the eco-
nomic safety net put in place by
the AAP government and resolv-
ing the pressing problems of the
Delhiresidents will clearly be the
expectation of the Delhi voter
from this comprehensive man-
date to the BJP.

Sandeep Shastriis Director-
Academics, NITTE Education
Trust, and National Coordinator of
the Lokniti Network; Sanjay
Kumaris Professor and Co-
director Lokniti-CSDS; and Suhas
Palshikar teaches political science,
is chiefeditor of the journal
Studies in Indian Politics, and is a
columnist for The Indian Express

e Stress on Maharashtra finances

(cooked food including chapati,
rice, daal and sabji) for the poor,
and Anandacha Shidha (a kit of
grocery items such as sugar, edible
oil, chanadaal, sooji, distributed
during festive occasions), also for
the poor. Together, the state spent
Rs 1,300 crore so farin the current
financial year.

Between July and October last
year, 6,424 senior citizens partici-
pated in nine tours to Ayodhya's
Shriram Temple under the Teerth
Darshan Yojana. But after the elec-
tions, only one trip, with 800 ben-
eficiaries from Nagpur, went to
Gaya, Bihar. There are 13 more
tours planned to Ayodhya,and one
to Puri, Odisha; these have been
held back for now.

“We are focusing on cuttingex-
penses as much as possible.
Several decisions were made
ahead of the elections, and this is
oneof them. We arereviewing the
program and may put it on hold
for a while,” a senior Finance
Department official told The
Indian Express.

The delay is on account of the
Finance Department's inability to
release aRs 25-crore tranche tofa-
cilitate 13 pilgrimages to the Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

When contacted, Om Prakash
Bakoria, the state’s Social Welfare
Commissioner, overseeing the pil-
grimage program, denied finances
were an issue. “The ongoing
Mahakumbh has caused delaysin
the 13 trips to Ayodhya. We will fi-
nalise the dates once the
Mahakumbh concludes.” He said
plans for the Puri tripwere alsoun-
derway.

In the run-up to the Assembly
elections, the state government
rolled out a series of schemes, in-

cluding the Majhi Ladki Bahin
Yojana, the Annapurna Yojana, free
professional education for girls, the
Teerth Darshan Yojana, and a
power bill waiver for farmers.
Cumulatively, these initiatives are
estimated to cost the state excheq-
uer over ?1 lakh crore, which the
Ladki Bahin Yojana (Rs 1,500 per
month to women below the
poverty line) itself entails payout
0fRs 46,000 crore.

These programmes have
started exerting pressure on the
government’s deficitand debt bur-
den.Inthe budget for2024-25, the
fiscal deficit was estimated at Rs
?1.10 lakh crore. After the an-
nouncement of the schemes, in-
cluding Ladki Bahin, the Finance
Departmentofficials said it was es-
timated to cross Rs 2 lakh crore.

The Mukhya Mantri Teerth
Darshan Yojana, a pilgrimage
scheme for senior citizens of all re-
ligions, was firstannounced by for-
mer Chief Minister Eknath Shinde
on June 28,2024.

Under the scheme, Rs 30,000
is provided toa senior citizen over
60years with afamilyincome un-
derRs2.5lakhtovisit 161 pilgrim-
age sites in Maharashtra and 88
across India.

In 2024-25, the government
allocated Rs 30 crore, of which Rs
20 crore has already been spent.
The Social Justice Department re-
quired anadditional Rs 25 crore to
complete the pilgrimages planned
for the year.

Recently, the state recently de-
cided to strike off five lakh ineligi-
ble women from the Ladki Bahin
scheme. Deputy Chief Minister
and Finance Minister Ajit Pawar
hasemphasised the need for fiscal
discipline.

NAGPUR



3 TE

2CITY

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2025

Kondhwa apartment fire
kills one, another injured
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

A 65-YEAR-OLD woman was
killed and her 75-year-old
brother-in-law was injured ina
fire that started in a fourth floor
apartment of a residential
building in Kondhwa area of
Pune on Sunday afternoon.

Officials from Pune fire
brigade said that the fire started
around 3.30 pmin aflat on the
fourth floor of a building
named Suvarnayug Sunshree
society in NIBM area of
Kondhwa.

Police have identified the
deceased as Vrunda Sangwar
(65) and the injured person as
Manoj Borkar (75), who is the
husband of Sangwar's sister.

"After receiving information
about the fire, four fire tenders
were pressed into action. Our
teams took out an elderly
woman and an elderly man in
an injured state and rushed
them to the hospital." said fire
officer Sameer Shaikh.

The fire was brought under
control around 4.30 pm.

Senior Inspector Vinay
Patankar, in-charge of

The fire in the fourth floor
flat of a Kondhwa building.
Express

Kondhwa police station said,
"Initial observations suggest
that an oil was lighted in the
house which came in contact
with a curtain which caught
fire. This fire spread to an air
conditioning unit causing its
compressor to explode. This in-
tensified the fire which spread
to other parts of the apartment.
Further probe is on."

If Uddhav had felt assured of CM post in
2019, he should’ve discussed it: Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

SPEAKING ABOUT the break-
down of the long-time alliance
between the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the undivided
Shiv Sena after the 2019
Assembly elections,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis alleged on
Saturday that Uddhav Thackeray
had a tacit understanding with
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar.

“If you (Uddhav Thackeray)
were under the impression that
you were told you would be
made CM behind closed doors,
you could have at least discussed
it. You didn’t discuss it because
you had decided since the first
day... Sharad Pawar ji had a pre-
poll tacit understanding with
them,” CM Fadnavis said while
speaking at an event hosted by
The Jaipur Dialogues, a right-
wing website, in Pune.

Fadnavis said that when
Thackeray demanded the chief
minister’s post for 2.5 years after
the 2019 polls, he discussed it

CYBER HACH
2025
WINNER

£ 1,00:000

CM Devendra Fadnavis at the prize distribution ceremony of
Cyberhack 2025 in Nagpur Sunday. X/@CMOMaharashtra

with Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, who outright refused to
entertain the idea.

According to Fadnavis, he
then told Thackeray, “We can’t
give you the CM post for 2.5
years. We are the largest party
and will be the largest party in

the future as well, so the CM post
will remain with us for 5 years.
We did not give you the deputy
CM post last time. We can offer
that this time.”

Fadnavis said the alliance
broke down at that point, but
Thackeray reached out for talks

after four days.

At this point, Fadnavis said,
Thackeray had given up his de-
mand for the CM post and was
instead seeking the Palghar Lok
Sabha seat. “Amit bhai and oth-
ers told me that they are our old
partners.'One seat doesn’t mat-
ter; you give it to them’. So we
gave them the seat with the can-
didate,” he added.

Thackeray later requested a
meeting with Shah before a
press conference, where they
spoke privately for around 10
minutes.

After this meeting, Fadnavis
said, he spoke at press confer-
ences as agreed to by both par-
ties, but Thackeray later claimed
atanother press conference that
“all their options were open”.

“If you (Uddhav Thackeray)
were under the impression that
you were told that you would be
made CM behind closed doors,
you could have at least discussed
it... The day their (Maha Vikas
Aghadi) government was
formed, I tried getting in touch
with Uddhav Thackeray, but he
even refused to answer my call,”
the BJP leader said.

On pretext of probe, fake cops
‘steal Rs 2.75L gold ornaments’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

THREE PERSONS posing as po-
lice personnel duped a 71 year
old woman by stealing her
jewellery worth Rs 2.75 lakh
on the Airport road in
Vishrantwadi on Saturday
morning.

The victim woman, who is
a resident of Tingre Nagar,
lodged a first information re-
port (FIR) in this case at the
Vishrantwadi police station.

Police said the woman and
her husband were passing
through the Joshi Wadewale
on the Airport road in
Vishrantwadi around 10 pm on

Saturday. Three persons posing
as policemen approached the
woman. They asked the
women to remove her jew-
ellery as some investigation
had been going on.

After she removed the jew-
ellery, the trio allegedly made
off with the gold ornaments
worth Rs 2.75 lakh.

The woman later came to
know that her jewellery was
missing.

Police sub inspector Anil
Padekar, the investigation offi-
cer said, “No arrest has been
made yet. Investigation is on.”

Police have booked the ac-
cused persons under sections
318(4),204,3(5) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
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Rising from the ashes: As Wounds heal memories of a b1tter past hnger strong

SHUBHAMKURALE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

THE AROMA of freshly baked
cookies still wafts through the air
at German Bakery in Pune’s
Koregaon Park, much like it did fif-
teen years ago. But for those who
remember February 13,2010, the
scent carries with it a hint of bit-
ter memories.

February 13, 2010, began like
any other Saturday at German
Bakery. The winter evening air
was crisp, and the bakery
hummed with its usual weekend
energy. Foreign tourists from the
nearby Osho International
Meditation Resort lounged at cor-
ner tables, while college students
clustered around their favourite
spots, the aroma of fresh pastries
and coffee creating the familiar,
cosy atmosphere the establish-
ment was known for.

“It was one of those typically
busy weekends. The tables were
full, and there wasa constant flow
of people coming in and out.
Through the steady stream of cus-
tomers, a person entered, seem-
ingly unremarkable among the di-
verse clientele that typically
frequented the bakery. He carried
a bag and placed it under one of
thetables.Inabusy place like ours,
with so many tourists often tem-
porarily leaving their bags while
ordering, it didn’t immediately
raise alarms. However, the person
left, blending into the crowd out-
side without taking the bag. Our
staff noticed the unattended bag
after some time and intended to
check for identification while at-
tempting to open it, the package
exploded. It was around 7.15 pm,
“ explained Snehal Kharose,
founder of the German Bakery.

The German Bakery blast, also
known as the 2010 Pune bomb-

GERMAN
BAKERY BLAST
15 YEARS ON

PART1

ing, was a terror attack, which
shook the city to its core, it hap-
penstobe the first major terror at-
tack in India since the 2008
Mumbai attacks. The blast
claimed 17 lives, including five for-
eign nationals and a staff member
and injured over 50 others.
[slamist groups, Lashkar-e-
Taiba and the Indian Mujahideen
claimed responsibility for the
bombing. Mirza Himayat Baig, a
resident of Maharashtra, was ar-
rested after investigators found
explosives at hishome and Abdul
Samad, a resident of Bhatkal, a
coastal townin the Uttar Kannada
district of Karnataka, was identi-

Aview of German Bakery at Koregaon Park recently; (right) The strike was one of the first major terror attacks in India since
the 2008 Mumbai terror attack. Express

fied as the prime suspect.

The three-year closure follow-
ing the blast left many wondering
if the establishment would ever
return. “We were initially hesitant

‘River our superstar’: Hundreds
gatherto protest RFD prolect

DIPANITANATH
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

“TWINKLE, TWINKLE, little star /
river is our superstar” - This was
just one of the slogans that rang
out as hundreds gathered at the
Kalmadi School in Baner for the
Chipko River March on February
9. Improvised slogans, songs,
chants, placards and face paints
spelled out the message that the
Riverfront Development project
(RFD) of the Pune Municipal
Corporation and the Pune
Chinchwad Municipal
Corporation did not have the
support of alarge number of cit-
izens whom it is supposed to
benefit. The non-political march
culminated at the Ram-Mula
confluence.

Actor Sayaji Shinde, who was
apartof the march, said, “Itis en-
couraging to see so many people
speaking up for the river and the
trees. It is necessary to save the
river for future generations.”
Another important figure was
Sonam Wangchuk, a climate ac-
tivist from Ladakh, who had
fasted to draw attention to the
environmental fragility of
Ladakh in 2024. “I am here to
thank the people of Pune. They
care about the rivers and trees.
They also raised their voices
when [ was protesting for
Ladakh.Ihave come here to sup-
port them and to draw inspira-
tion from their effort to protect
the rivers,” said Wangchuk. At

Punekars take partin a march and chipko movement to
protest the RFD project along the Ram-Mula river
confluence in Pune on Sunday. Pavan Khengre

the end of the march, he would
tell the crowd that as India was
a democratic country, the peo-
ple had voted with their feet to-
day by marching. “You have
voted for clean air, the river and

trees,” he said to applause.
Another eminent face was
former mayor and MP Vandana
Chavan, “Itis evident that there's
going to be flooding when rain-
fall or excess water comes in. We

have seen this happen in this
area before, in 2019, when water
had gotinto Jupiter Hospital and
many bungalows and buildings.
People had to be evacuated by
boat. We have written and spo-
ken to many decision makers.
They were busy with elections
but now they have to take some
steps. They must come down
and see what is happening and
stop the work,” said Chavan.

Asthe marchers converged on
the dry riverbed, they saw the
work going on on the PCMC side
and heard volunteers explaining
the plans by the PMC. People
hugged the trees that had been
marked by the PMC for possible
cutting. Parents took photos as
their children spread their arms
and embraced the told trees.
Volunteers distributed postcards
on which the public wrote mes-
sages to the Prime Minister. Bharti
Fernandes, who lives in Baner,
wrote, “Please ardently beg you
tosave the Punerivers”. A student
wrote a long letter asking
Narendra Modi to spare a thought
for the future generations who
would suffer if trees were felled
and rivers shrunk. A father, Nitin
Vivrekar carried his five-year-old
daughter on his shoulders and
marched “to make her aware
how important it is to save trees
and the river”. Patients from a
support group for Parkinson’s dis-
ease also participated in the
movement to send out the mes-
sage that early Parkinson’s was
also due to pollution.

Air pollution kills as many people every year as
World Wars did, says activist Sonam Wangchuk

SOHAM SHAH
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

INNOVATOR AND activist Sonam
Wangchuk on Sunday noted that
the issue of air pollution claims
as many lives as the world wars
do, while speaking at the
Gokhale Institute of Politics and
Economics (GIPE).

“Air pollution alone kills 70
lakh people every year. Add to
that some other climate related
incidents and at least one crore
peopledie everyyear... [looked
up to compare it with other un-
natural deaths in history and it
took me to the World
Wars...they lasted for around 10
years combined and also killed
one crore people every year,”
Wangchuk said.

Adding to his point
Wangchuk said, “Air pollution

Sonam Wangchuk and actor-activist Sayaji Shinde
participate in the chipko movement Sunday. Pavan Khengre

matches the death rate for the
first and second World Wars yet
the difference is that we know
them as ‘World Wars’ but this
(air pollution deaths) we don’t

evenrecognize.” The third world
war is not in the future but it has
begun, not between nations but
between man and nature, he
added.

Quoting Mirza Ghalib’s fa-
mous couplet “hazaron
khwabhishen aisi ki har khwahish
pe dam nikle, bahut nikle mere
armaan lekin phir bhi kam
nikle”, Wangchuk explained the
harms of consumerism and how
it leads to the destruction of the
planet. Humorously remarking
that people in Delhi use thicker
blankets than people in Ladakh
due to the air conditioning being
on full blast, Wangchuk said that
the people of Pune were much
better.

Gurudas Nulkar, Professor,
Director Centre for Sustainable
Development at GIPE, also spoke
atthe eventand said, “People like
Sonam and so many other ac-
tivists who are working there
know the pulse of the people.
The elected representatives need
tobe brought along with thaton
amuch larger scale.”

to start again, would people visit
us after such a traumatizing inci-
dent? Butto our surprise, we have
witnessed rising footfalls over the
years after reopening in 2013,”

PCMC orders
immediate
shutdown of
unauthorised
RO water
bottling plants

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

THE PIMPRI Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation (PCMC)
ordered the immediate shut-
down of all unauthorised RO wa-
ter bottling plants operating
within the city limits from
February 8. The action follows
growing concerns over the pres-
ence of contaminated ground-
water in bottled water, which
has been linked to the cases of
Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS)
and other waterborne diseases.

The decision was taken in a
recent municipal meeting in
which it was revealed that sev-
eral private RO water bottling
plants in the city were drawing
water from borewells and open
wells, potentially exposing resi-
dents to harmful contaminants.
These plants, which supply wa-
ter in bottles and plastic cans,
were found to be operating
without proper licenses and fail-
ing to meet safety standards.

Under the new directive, all
unauthorised plants have been
ordered to shut down indefi-
nitely until a thorough review
and quality assessment are con-
ducted. The PCMC Water Supply
Department, in coordination
with the Health and Medical
Department, has been tasked
with implementing the crack-
down. Officials will carry out in-
spections and enforcement ac-
tions to seal non-compliant
facilities, officials said.

PCMC Commissioner
Shekhar Singh said, “The con-
sumption of contaminated wa-
ter can lead to serious health
hazards, including GBS and other
waterborne illnesses. These
unauthorised RO plants operate
without proper licenses and us-
ing unsafe water sources. We
cannot allow such arisk."

All operators of illegal RO
bottling plants have been in-
structed to comply with the
shutdown orders immediately,
failing which legal action will be
initiated.

Further, PCMC has urged res-
idents to remain vigilant and
avoid consuming bottled water
from unauthorized sources. The
administration reassured citi-
zens that official municipal wa-
ter supply remains safe and is
regularly monitored for quality
and safety.

PCMC chief engineer Pramod
Ombhase, said, "This is a neces-
sary step to prevent further
health risks."

At 79, this woman is looking to become oldest to earn an MBA

SAMIKSHA BHOWMICK
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

“I AM a warrior,” said Usha Ray,
who, at 79, is currently pursuing
an MBA specialising in hospital
and healthcare management at
DrDY Patil Vidyapeeth Centre for
Online Learning in Pune. She bal-
ances her studies with her regu-
larjob at Lovee Shubh Hospital in
Lucknow in the accounts and ad-
ministration department.

Ray will become the world’s
oldest person to earn an MBA if
she completes her degree. This
record is currently held by Dr Peter

Usha Ray

Fung, 76, who graduated from the
University of California, Berkeley.

After teaching and travelling
the world, Ray decided to return
to being a student, proving that
age is just a number. “An empty
mind is the devil's workshop.
There was no point in just sitting
around. I would be free in the
evening after my job, and I
thought Iwas wasting my mind. I

wanted to do something for my-
self,” she said.

"Not having an MBA used to
give me an inferiority complex at
work.Ididn't feel like [was on the
same level as those who held an

AGAINST
ALL ODDS

MBA. However, I eventually re-
alised that nothing was stopping
me fromachieving that big dream.
Now,oncelearnmy degree,I'll be
unstoppable.”

The availability of online MBA
coursesat DrDY Patil Vidyapeeth
Centre for Online Learning has
playedavitalroleinRay's journey.
From Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, she
attends online classes regularly
and diligently.

"Usha Ray is aremarkable ex-
ample of strength and determina-
tion. At 79, she has demonstrated
that her passion for learning
knows no boundaries. Her jour-
ney serves as an inspiration to us
all," said Dr Safia Farooqui, the di-
rector of the Dr D Y Patil
Vidyapeeth Centre for Online
Learning.

The MBA course at DY Patil is

approved by the University Grants
Commission (UGC) and the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICT). While it is of-
fered online, the syllabus is the
same as traditional courses.

The university’s staff is hope-
ful and excited for Ray to achieve
this milestone. “When we re-
alised Usha Ray’s extraordinary
journey could setaworld record,
we knew it deserved recognition.
Our institution believes in life-
long education, and we've sup-
ported her by providing re-
sources, encouragement, and a
strong academic environment,”
added Dr Farooqui.

said Kharose.

“While the demographic has
shifted with fewer foreign tourists
compared toits pre-2010 heyday,
the bakery has found anew iden-

tity. Our clientele now includes
college students, young profes-
sionals,and families. They visit not
just for the culinary experience
but also for the story of resilience

this place represents,” said Kunal
Udane, current owner of the
German Bakery. “To avoid repeti-
tion of any untoward incident we
have weekly Police checks,
monthly bomb squad visits and
regular checking is done by our
private security agency.”

“Every morning whenIunlock
the eatery’s doors, 'm reminded
of how far we’ve come,” says
Tukaram Bhekane, manager at
the German Bakery. “The spirit of
this place is different now, but
somewhat stronger.”

“The eatery stands as a testa-
ment to resilience, having risen
from the ashes of what was Pune’s
first brush with terror. This place
represents Pune’s unbreakable
spirit. Every time [ visit with my
friends here, I tell them - this is
where we choose hope over fear;’
said Payal Sharma, who has been
visiting the place sinceits reopen-
ingin 2013.

‘Conspiracy by CM to keep my
mouth shut’: Jarange after kin
externed for criminal activities

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

THE BROTHER-in-law of
Maratha quota activist Manoj
Jarange Patil and eight others
have been externed from Jalna,
Beed, Parbhani and Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar districts as part
of action against the sand mafia
and criminal activities, police of-
ficials said on Sunday. An angry
Jarange Patil criticised Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis and
called it a conspiracy by him so
that he keeps his mouth shut.

The decision to extern
Jarange's brother-in-law Vikas
Khedkar and eight others was
taken by the sub divisional mag-
istrate of Ambad in Jalna, the po-
lice said. "Others who have been
externed include Keshav
Madhav Vaibhat, Sanyog
Madhukar Solunke, Gajanan
Ganpat Solunke, Amol Keshav
Pandit, Gorakh Babanrao
Kurankar, Sandeep Sukhdev
Lohkare, Ramdas Masurao Taur
and Vaman Masurao Taur," the
official informed.

Cases have been registered
since 2019 against these persons
at Ambad, Ghansawangi and
Gondi police stations in Jalna for
sand theft and arson during the

Antarwali Sarati agitation and
obstruction of government work
among others, he added.

Six of the accused had taken
part in the Maratha quota agita-
tion of Jarange, the official in-
formed.

A senior official in Jalna said,
"The externment orders have
beenissued against nine history
sheeters involved inillegal sand
mining from Godavari river.
These notorious criminals have
been part of the sand mafia for
the last several years and have
been booked multiple times in
the past. Following a proposal
from the police, an order of ex-
ternment of nine criminals has
been issued by the Sub
Divisional Magistrate of Ambad
Division two days ago. These
nine persons have been ex-
terned from Jalna, Beed and
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar dis-
tricts. The nine criminals include
Vilas Haribhau Khedkar, the
brother-in-law of Manoj Jarange
Patil. Khedkar has four offences
of illegal sand mining registered
against him since 2021."

The order issued under pro-
visions of the Maharashtra Police
Act empowers a Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP) at
acity-level jurisdictionand a sub
divisional magistrate in a district

DRDO facility marks
its 63rd Raising Day

Asseries of events were organised through the week to
encourage team spirit among employees. Express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

THE RESEARCH and
Development Establishment
(Engineers), a premier facility of
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), which has been instru-
mentalin the development of key
strategic systems for armed
forces, celebrated its 63rd Raising
day on Sunday, marking six
decades of engineering innova-
tion and service to the nation.

As part of the raising day cele-
brations, a series of cultural and
sports events were organized
throughout the weekin the runup
toSunday toencourage team spirit
among employees. A five kilome-
ter walkathon was conducted on
February 2, where participants
walked to and from Dighi Hills.
Another key highlight of the cele-
brations was the AgaMemorial lec-
ture held on February 7in the honor
of their first director facility,
Brigadier Aga.

R&DE (Engineers), Pune was
established on February 9in 1962
with the aim to develop systems
and technologies for the Corps of
Engineers. Since then the facility
has beeninvolved in the develop-

ment of engineering systems pri-
marily for the Armed Forces as
well as other elements of the se-
curity apparatus of the country.
The primary focus of development
has been aimed at the design of
engineering systems for aiding in
combat operations for the Army,
Navy and Air force. Over the years,
R&DE (Engineers) has been in-
volvedindesignand development
of high performance engineering
systems and technologies related
to mobility and countermobility
systems, field defence and CBRNe
(Chemical, Biological, Radiological,
Nuclear,and Explosives)collective
protection systems, launch sys-
tems for weapons applications
and missiles, advanced products
using composite materials, robot-
ics and unmanned systems
among others.

After achieving significant
milestones in conventional war-
fare equipment, R&DE (E)is work-
ingon bigger technical challenges
of future warfare equipment. To
kickstart the transformation from
a system engineering establish-
menttoatechnology focussed lab-
oratory, the facility has been re-
structured into following
technology focused verticals.

FULLREPORTON

www.indianexpress.com

to extern a person following a
police proposal to banish a crim-
inal from a specific jurisdiction, if
there is reasonable case that the
said person can pose a danger to
law and order based on past
records. These orders are subject
tojudicial scrutiny.

Responding to the police ac-
tion, Jarange Patil said, "The po-
lice have deliberately put my rel-
ative's name on their list of those
externed. This is 100 per cent a
conspiracy of Devendra
Fadnavis. He has done this so
that I keep my mouth shut."

The activist said Fadnavis be-
trayed the Maratha community.
"Fadnavis had promised to with-
draw cases against youths of the
Maratha community, but now
heisfiling false cases against our
youths. If he is doing this by
sweet-talking, then Maratha
youths will not allow him to
move around in Maharashtra."

On his part, the Chief
Minister said, "The police does
not take action based on
whether a person is someone's
brother in law or relative. If
someone has committed a
crime, then a case is filed or that
person is arrested. I do not any
information about this... [ will
take appropriate information
and then speak.”

Sustainability of
Armed Forces

infra highlighted
at seminar

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

A TWO-DAY seminar, on the
subject of adopting and acceler-
ating sustainable practices for
development and maintenance
of infrastructure for Armed
forces, was organised at the
College of Military Engineering
(CME) in Pune, under the aegis
of the Army Training Command
on February 7 and 8.

The hybrid-mode seminar
brought together eminent speak-
ers, subject matter experts from
academiaand industry todiscuss
sustainable infrastructure solu-
tions for the Armed Forces.

The seminar aimed at explor-
ing innovative and sustainable
construction practices for the de-
velopment and maintenance of
military infrastructure, including
solid and liquid waste manage-
ment in military stations. It pro-
vided a platform for in-depth dis-
cussions on ongoing efforts and
their effectiveness in aligning mil-
itary infrastructure development
with India’s national sustainabil-
ity goals and climate commit-
ments, stated a release issued in
this regard. Delivering the
keynote address, Lt Gen Arvind
Walia, engineer-in-chief, Corps
of Engineers, emphasised the
critical need for adopting sustain-
able construction practices, par-
ticularly in waste management.
The seminar covered global and
national sustainability policies,
cutting-edge technologies and
real-world case studies.

"The exchange of ideas and
best practices is expected to en-
hance the resilience, efficiency,
and environmental sustainabil-
ity of military installations. A key
highlight of the event was a tech-
nology and product exhibition
featuring 19 companies,” the re-
lease added.
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Social security schemes not Walk to

free gifts: Jharkhand Speaker

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

"EVEN AFTER independence,
many citizens in our country still
do not have access to the basic
comforts and necessities re-
quired for a decent life. The so-
cial security benefits provided at
the government level cannot be
called 'Rewadi' (a free gift)," said
Ravindra Nath Mahato, Speaker
of the Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly, during the Indian
Student Parliament on Sunday.
"While corporate giants are
given special privileges, when
social security schemes are im-
plemented for the poor and mar-
ginalized communities, there is
opposition. This situation needs
to change," he further added.
The 14th Bharatiya Chhatra
Sansad, organised by MIT World
Peace University, Pune, and MIT
School of Government, Pune,
hosted a session on "Rewadi
Culture: Economic Burden or
Necessary Support” on the sec-
ond day. During this session,
Mehato delivered his keynote
address. Also present were

Thomas Sangma, Speaker of the
Meghalaya Legislative Assembly,
Pawan Khera, president of
Congress' media and publicity
department, Dr Rahul Karad, ex-
ecutive president, MITWPU,
founder of the Bharatiya Chhatra
Sanasd, DrR M Chitnis, the vice-
chancellor, and several student
representatives.

Mehato continued, "The term
'Rewadi' is used for people who
never actually have any in their
plates. In reality, these people
struggle for two square meals a
day, and this struggle continues
into old age, having forfeited their
childhood. They lack access to
cleandrinking water, good health
facilities, and employment op-
portunities. [  represent
Jharkhand, where the situation,
especially for the youth, is heart-
wrenching, If you visit Jharkhand,
you will not forget what you see.
Malnutrition is a severe issue.”

He emphasised that social se-
curity schemes are not 'rewadi.’
Instead, they are funded from the
nation's joint resource pool or the
state's consolidated fund, and cit-
izens have a rightful claim to
them.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, FEBRUARY, 9

A ‘WALK to EmpowHER’ march
was organised at the Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Garden in Pune on
Sunday to promote women edu-
cation by Child Rights and You
(CRY) foundation. Part of the na-
tionwide campaign ‘Poori Padhai
Desh Ki Bhalai’, the event raised
awareness about the barriers hin-
deringIndian girls from complet-
ing higher secondary education
and the urgent need for collective

action. Over 300 people joined for
the early morning event along
with eminent education officers.

Regional Director CRY West
Kreeanne Rabadi highlighted the
fact thatin India only three out of
five girls reach Grades 11 and 12.
“Many girls are at the risk of being
pushed into child labour, or into
early marriages and even early
pregnancies. It is time we need to
identify thisissue and see thatour
girls get all the support they need
to complete their education
whichis abasic fundamental right
of every girl today,” she said.

Manisha V. Biraris, Child
Development Project Officer for
Urban Pune, said, “If we don’t join
hands then who will fight for the
basic right of education for these
girls? Educating a girl child is the
foundation of a strong nation.
When we invest in a girls’ educa-
tion, we invest in a brighter to-
morrow for all.”

Rani Khedekar, Chairperson,

Pune Child Welfare Committee
said that it was the start to a very
good morning and to see such a
huge crowd turn up to support
this cause. “For girls tobe a part of
the decision-making process, they
need to be educated first and ac-
cess to education is one way for
getting there,” she said.

Vaishali Gaikwad of the Child
Welfare Committee, Pune too

voiced her thoughts saying, “I feel
this is a celebration of sorts and
more people should join instead
of focussing only on religious cel-

promote women’s education held at Sambhaji Garden

ebration as if more people partic-
ipate on such occasions they can
be made more aware of educa-
tional issues faced by girls.”
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TATA
TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Address: 11th Floor, Tower A, Peninsula Business Park, Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai — 400013.
Branch Address: TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED, 2Nd Floor Shree Arcade House No.186, Plot No.130/19,
Red Cross Road, Gandhi Square, Sadar, Nagpur-440001

NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
(Under Rule 8(6) read with Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002)

E-Auction Notice of 15 days for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the below mentioned Borrower and/ Co- Borrower, or their legal
heirs/representatives (Borrowers) that the below described immovable property mortgaged to Tata Capital Housing Finance Ltd. (TCHFL),
the Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of TCHFL, will be sold on 27-02-2025 on “As is where is” & “As is what
is” and “Whatever there is” and without any recourse basis” for recovery of outstanding dues from below mentioned Borrower and Co-
Borrowers. The Reserve Price and the Earmest Money Deposit is mentioned below. Notice is hereby given that, in the absence of any
postponement/ discontinuance of the sale, the said secured asset/ property shall be sold by E-Auction at 2.00 P.M. on the said 27-02-2025.
The sealed envelope containing Demand Draft of EMD for participating in E- Auction shall be submitted to the Authorised Officer of the
TCHFL on or before 25-02-2025 till 5.00 PM at Branch address TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED, 2nd Floor, Shree Arcade,

House No. 186, PlotNo. 130/19, Red Cross Road, Gandhi Square, Sadar, Nagpur—440001
The sale of the Secured Asset/ Immovable Property will be on “as is where condition is” as per brief particulars described herein below;

Description of the Inmovable Property: All that Residential Apartment No. 201 on the Second Floor of the building known and styled as
“Aryastha Residency” and standing on the Municipal House / Plot No. 302 & 302/A, having Net built up area 45.146 Sq. Mtrs. & Super built
up area 78.752 Sq. Mtrs. Together with variable 16.66% undivided share and interest in the total area of the Plot admeasuring about
193.43 Sq. Mtrs. (2081.31 Sgq. Ft.) Mouza — Nagpur Municipal Corporation, Nagpur and Nagpur Improvement Trust Nagpur, Tehsil and
District Nagpur and same is bounded as under. Towards East : House of Natthuji Sawarkar, Towards West : House of Manikrao
Thakre, Towards North : Adjoining FlatNo. 202, Towards South: House of Halim Bee.

7.1 9415348 |MR. NITIN Rs. 12,08,827/- (Rupees Rs. Rs. 87,500/- | Physical | Rs.1915772/- (Rupees
MADHUKAR Twelve Lakh Eight 8,75,000/- (Rupees Nineteen Lakh Fifteen
SAMBHARE Thousand Eight Hundred | (Rupees |Eighty Seven Thousand Seven Hundred
MR. MADHUKAR Twenty Seven On|y) Eight Lakh Thousand Seventy Two Only)
MAROTI 27-10-2021 Seventy Five [Five Hundred
SAMBHARE Thousand Only)
Only)

Description of the Inmovable Property: All that piece and parcel of the The undivided 0.880794 percent (46.71 Sq. Mtrs.) share and
interest in all that piece and parcel bearing Plot No. 1 containing by admeasurement 5304.08 Sq. Mtrs. Being a portion of the entire land
bearing Kh. No. 380/2 of Mouza - Salod (Hirapur) together with the entire R.C.C. superstructure comprising Apartment No. 404 in Wing —
B covering a Super Built-up area of 82.218 Sq. Mtrs. And Carpet Area of 46.167 Sq. Mirs. on the Fourth Floor of a Building constructed
thereon and to be known and style as “Takshak City” situated at village — Salod (Hirapur), within the limits of Gram Panchayat Salod
(Hirapur) in Tahsil and District — Wardha and bounded as under : On the East : 9.00 Mtrs. Wide Road, On the West : 9.00 Mtrs. Wide
Road & Kh. No. 379, On the North : 9.00 Mtrs. Wide Road, On the South : Kh. No. 379. And the said Apartment No. 404 Wing -A is
Bounded as under : On the East : Apartment No. 401, On the West : Kh. No. 379, On the North : Apartment No. 403, No the South : C
Wing Building.

Lakh Forty Seven One Lakh Seventy Eight and an amount of Rs. IF§S-44L1 6k1 r?/F (Ru%ees
] ————— oo T ro o il s o o S

m m@ﬁ.m under Agreement no. and payable by you under Ié?gﬂts}.:ﬁmgg ;whgkgs{;,()j T:naglfé'%) is glljli r?(ri]gr

once | Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Ltd. TCHIN0275000100200214 Agreement no. is due and payable by you payable by yoL
: fotaling to Rs. 4339506/- TCHINO275000100200214 under Agreement no. greement no.

INDEG Section (Rupees Forty Three Lakh totalling to Rs.5145417/- 10206920 and an amount TCHIN068700010008701

4th Floor, Tower-A, Deendayal Urja Bhawan, 5, Nelson Mandela Thirty Nine Thousand Five (Rupees Fifty One Lakh of Rs. 486820/- (Rupees U ?;‘d an amount of
Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi -110 070 Tel - (011)-26754012 Hundred Six Only) Forly Five Thousand Four Four Lakh Eighty Six e oaghar (Rupees
09-09-2023 Hundred Seventeen Ony) Thousand Eight Hundred Thousand Eight Hundred

Expression of Interest (EOI) is invited from Domestic
Manufactures for Development of Hydraulic Power Slip

Description of the Inmovable Property: Schedule - A : The variable undivided 16.666% Share and interest in All that piece and parcel

Twenty Only) is due and

Name of Borrower(s)/ 8. (10570795 |MR. NITIN Rs. 27,25,341/- (Rupees Rs. Rs. Physical | Rs.4117474/- (Rupees
. Co-borrower(s)/ YASHVANT Twenty Seven Lakh | 29,90,000/- | 2,99,000/- Forty One Lakh
Expression of Interest St LoanAc. | ooy Heir(s)) Amount as per Roserve | Bamest | TVPe of | oy as on 30-01-2025 SHENDE Twenty Five Thousand | _ (Rupees | (Rupees Seventeen Thousand
. o Nol  No || egal Representative/| ~ Demand Notice Price oney |possession MRS. VAISHAL | Three Hundred Forty One | Twenty Nine | Two Lakh Four Hundred Seventy
Lloyds Metals & Energy Ltd is one of the leading iron ore Guarantor(s) PRAKASH Only) Lakh Ninety | Ninety Nine Four Only)
producers and Steel manufactures in India located in Gadchiroli 1.[10172116 [MR. AMEENUDDIN | Rs. 38,87,720/- (Rupees Rs. [Rs. 243,000] Physical | Rs.6486366/- (Rupees DONGRE 19-11-2021 Thglriﬂsind Thglrl]fa)nd
district of Maharashtra. We are looking for a turnkey solution ANWARUDDIN Thirty Eight Lakh Eighty | 24.30,000/- | - (Rupees Sixty Four Lakh Eighty Six — . v ) ,

) L ) ; ) ) o KHAN Seven Thousand Seven | (Rupees | Two Lakh Thousand Three Hundred ||| Description of the Inmovable Property: All that piece and parcel of land bearing Plot No. 36 admeasuring 123.5810 Square Meter out
provider for a project involving high capacity pumping and lifting MRS. Hundred Twenty Only) | Twenty Four | Forty Three Sixty Six Only) of Khasra No. 76/2, Sheet No. 73, City Survey No. 4750, situated at Ward No. 14, Fulmatibai Layout, NMC House No.
of runoff water mixed with slurry at the rate of 250 cubic meters RESHMAJAHAN 10-06-2021 Lakh Thirty | Thousand 5736/C/34+35+36+37, Mouza Babulkheda, Tahsil and District Nagpur, bounded as under as per sale deed having dimensions as per
per hour with average lift of 150 meters at a distance of 1.5 Km IK\MR‘INUDDWN Thgﬁ?znd Only) lF?I%ltj:\l%laQ;naChed herewith as part and parcel of this deed Bounded :- East : - Plot No. 11 West :- Road North :- Plot No. 35, South :-
in 3 to 4 locations. Parties who are Interested may contact us. Description of the Inmovable Property: That the property situated at within the local limits of Akola Municipal Corporation and within|| | 9. [10553226 |MR. RAJESHKUMAR | Rs. 28,60,025/- (Rupees Rs. Rs. 2,53,100| Physical | Rs.3524008/- (Rupees

the jurisdiction of Sub Registrar Akola bearing Nazul Sheet No. 39 — A, Nazul Plot No. 274, total admeasuring 194.35 Sq. Ft. thereon INDRAPAL SHAHU | Twenty Eight Lakh Sixty | 25,31,000/- | /- (Rupees Thirty Five Lakh Twenty
Contact Number — 94380 43550/ 87636 94949 residential building having two Floors, therein on Second Floor constructed Flat, having Built-up area of 63.91 Sq. Mtrs. Along with MRS. UMARAJESH| Thousand Twenty Five | (Rupees | Two Lakh Four Thousand Eight
Email — sbe@lloyds.in/ rcn@lloyds.in proportionate Share in land, at Mouje Kasbe Akola, Pragane, Tah. And Dist. Akola. Bounded :- East : Service Lane, West : Property of SHAHU Only) Twenty Five | Fifty Three Only)
Naim Khan Niyaj Khan North : Kothari Bazaar Road, South : Property of Fatimbi Shakurkha Trust. 12-10-2023 Lakh Thirty | Thousand
2. [TCHHFO2[MR. KAMAL Rs. 1236327~ (Rupees | _ Rs. Rs. | Physical | Rs.1766023) (Rupees Thomnd | omm
75000100 (MADANLAL BAJAJ | Twelve Lakh Thirty Six | 10,80,000/- | 1,08,000/- Seventeen Lakh Sixty Six — - -
089739 & |MRS. SAROJ Thousand Three Hundred | (Rupees Ten| (Rupees Thousand Twenty Three |||Description of the Inmovable Property: House No. 772-A New 172-A old, admeasuring 73.5 Sq. Mtr. Bearing Sheet No. 22 (157),
ﬁ, 3T|'35'f FAT T ElTﬁJTE[ 'H%TFGEITWI éﬂ'l’é‘fi?f (m) TCHHF02| MADANLAL BAJAJ |Twenty Seven Only) is due| Lakh Eighty | One Lakh Only) is due and payable |||ChaltaNo. 561, Cs. No. 390, Ward No. 38, Circle No. 11/16, Corporation Tax No. 772-A, Mouza~ Nagpur Tah. &Dist. Nagpur. Bounded :-
o 75000100 and payable by you under | Thousand Eight by you under Agreement |||East: Shop Jagatpal Shau West : House of Shravan Maundekar North : Road South : House of Ganpat Paunikar.
E‘u_ & ﬁ_\‘r@]‘ W 089794 Agreement no. Only) Thousand no. Note : - SA filed by the Borrower against TCHFL (SA(L)/836/2024) is pending before DRT, Nagpur, No stay order is passed
il . TCHHF027500010008973 Only) TCHHF027500010008973 || |against TCHFL in the said case . » , , , .
pmusha.adarshaced @gmail.com 9 and an amount of Rs. 9and anamountof ||| The bidders are advised to conduct due diligence before submitting the bid. The auction shall be subject to the outcome of the litigation.
§ Fiferer g <ok shaieR: AMV/84/25 femieR 08/02/2025 . 5k3h5$ﬁ7/- ('Eupeﬁ]s Five ; §8-71 SEO%- i(ERuhpees 10.| TCHHF02 [MR. SUNIL Rs. 41,10,068/- (Rupees Rs. Rs. Physical | Rs.5050589/- ( Rupees
a irty Five Thousan even Lakh Eighteen 75000100 [MOHANDAS CHUG Forty One Lakh Ten 30,00,000/- | 3,00,000/- Fifty Lakh Fifty Thousand
T A wforat e | g | Fafora g | e Three Hundred Eighty Thousand Eight Hundred 088140 |MRS. KOMAL Thousand Sixty Eight | (Rupees | (Rupees Five Hundred Eighty Nine
TR | Tt Seven Only) is due and Five Only) is due and SUNIL CHUG Only) Thirty Lakh | Three Lakh Only)
(afE) payable by you under payable by you under 12-09-2023 Only) Only)

Construction of New .B“i{di“g a 26354130 | 263541 | 25000 12 TCHH?:%?;ST)?JBEBBMWQ TCHHé%?%T)%BEB%bBQN Description of the Immovable Property: Al that entire R.C.C. Superstructure more than seven years old comprising of Apartment

Adarsh College Desaiganj (Wadsa) . : bearing No. 203 on the Second Floor of the building known as “Om Maa Bamleshwari Devi Apartments” covering a built up area of 41.648
X Lo 4, totalling to Rs. 4 totalling to Rs.2484828/- h O ot o . > ; . :

Dist. Gadchiroli 1771714/- (Rupees (Rupees Twenty Four Sq. Mtrs. Together with the 2.10% variable undivided proportionate share and interest in all that piece and parcel of land bearing Nagpur

— - = Seventeen Lakh Seventy Lakh Eighty Four Improvement Trust Plot No. 30 admeasuring No. 1001.494 Sq. Mtrs. i.e. 10780 Sq. Ft. in Central Road Section Il Scheme of Nagpur
_ i One Thousand Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Improvement Trust of Mauza : Nagpur, City Survey No. 244, Sheet No. 156, Chalta No. 413, Circle No. 11/16, Division 3, Municipal House
feren gt feen 10-02-2025 10.00 ) No. 2/203, Ward No. 23, situated at Lakadganj, Bhandara Road, Nagpur Bounded :- East : Plot No. 31 West : Plot No. 28 and 29, North :
Hundred Fourteen Only) Twenty Eight Only)
fferen o forsnt geadtn fe. 10-02-2025 10.00 27.04-2023 Road South : Road
it 95 e 15-02-2025 11.00 Description of the Inmovable Property: All that property i.e. NIT's Tanement No. L/1-6 of the LIG/Mankapur on First Floor having built 11.110140344 MR, VLAY RSF 918511/- _(Rupees Rs. 3 Rs. 3 Physical |Rs.202730/- (Rupees Two
faferr TR He0T GEa e 10-02-2025 12.00 . " 810206920 | DEVIDAS BHOSLE Nine Lakh Eighteen 18,00,000/- | 1,80,000/ Lakh Two Thousand
) up area of 34.77 Sq. Mtr. (374.37 Sq. Ft.) bearing NMC House No. 3443/N/L-1/6, Ward No. 57, City Survey No. 681, Sheet No. 20, Mouza & MRS. KIRAN Thousand Five Hundred | (Rupees (Rupees Seven Hundred Thirty
TR F e fe. 24-02-2025 12.00 Mankapur, Tehsil and District Nagpur Bounded :- East : Tenements No. L/1-5, West : Open to Sky North : Open to Sky, South : Stair TCHIN0G ) ; Eiaht One Lakh .

e f VIAJAY BHOSALE | Eleven Only)is due and ighteen ne La Only) is due and payable
aferer Sergveren sierfor f2. i 25-02-2005 | 12.00 case & Opento Sky. 87000100 payable by you under | Lakh Only) | Eighty by you under Agreement
TSI S AT STget AU A W SN FAeaHg IR ! 3 3. |TCHHF02|MR. MAHESH Rs. 4192498/- (Rupees Rs. Rs. Physical | Rs.4966926/- (Rupees 148170 Agreement no. 10140344 Thousand no. 10206920 and an
vaferd fg fwR Ty aiefavarg I R, SR TavaE 1 9 vl aud foega ffaar e 75000100 [KUMAR Forty One Lakh Ninety Two| 45,00,000/- | 4,50,000/- Forty Nine Lakh Sixty Six & and an amount of Rs. Only) amount of Rs.581209/-
T TR https:/mahatenders. gov.in 1 SRR TEHRAR S A7, 195451 & |SHYAMLAL Thousand Four Hundred | (Rupees | (Rupees Thousand Nine Hundred ||| | TEHINGO 359631~ (Rupees Three (Rupees Five Lakn Eighty

- TCHINO2 [KAUSHIK Ninety Eight Only) is due | Forty Five | Four Lakh Twenty Six Only) is due 1 Lakh Fifty Nine Thousand One Thousand Two
75000100 |MRS. PRIYANKA | and payable by you under | Lakh Only) Fifty and payable by you under 087017 Six Hundred Thirty One Hundred Nine Only) is
wra 200214 |KAUSHIK A t Thousand A t ; due and payable by you
greement no. o greement no. Only) is due and payable pay Yy
et e o T weferarer TCHHF0275000100195451 nly) TCHHF0275000100195451 by you under Agreement under Agreement no.
and an amount of Rs. and an amount of no. TCHIN068700010014817
147008/ (Rupees One Rs.178491/- (Rupees TCHIN0687000100087017 0 and an amount of

of land bearing Plot No. 133,134, total admeasuring 264.680 Sq. Mtrs. (measurement as per Regularization Letter and clubbing demand), payable by you under payable by you under
under DOP-2020. situated in layout Craved by the Sai Nagar Co-Op. Housing Society Ltd. Nagpur, Kh. No. 31 of Mouza Pardi, P. H. No. 34, Municipal House Agreement no. Agreement no. 10140344
ONGC has introduced a Development Order Policy (DOP-2020). No. 610/A/133 & 134, Ward No. 21, Sheet No. 8, City Survey No. 29, situated within the limits of Nagpur Municipal Corporation and Nagpur TCHIN068700010014817 totalling to Rs.2379351/-
The policy has delinked the Development of goods and services zrzgr%/ergenﬂrglst, Nagﬁlérs,Tghsi‘I;nd Dis} N;gpt;rsgn(éthf Sdai? Iangis_lFounﬁed ashur;]der: Ong%rt(l:l:Road,On South: PIoFt{No.d141 8; 1%;07?&{1/9(% Rs. (Rupees Twenty Three
. : , On East : Plot No. 135, On West : Plot No. 132, Schedule - B : Together with the entire R.C.C. structure comprising Residential - (Rupes Lakh Seventy Nine
fr?cr)n .?:r;eg::?rn'(l;enier F;g)scsefﬁé? er;r::félé:tr?:réuefagltgrersrggd(;st:r\élgg ApartmentNo. 102 on the First Floor of the building standing thereon known and style as “Subhadra Apartment” covering a built-up area of Nineteen Lakh Twenty Thousand Threey Hundred
pIoy) 7 G4 Ire W) [Ptelt 700 Sq. Ft. (i.e. 65.032 Sq. Mtrs.) and a Carpet area 0f 522 Sq. Ft. (i.e. 48.49 Sq. Mtrs.) and the said residential apartment is bounded as Seven Thousand Seven Fifty One Only)

Two Only) is due and

services under this policy.

Marg, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi — 110070 through e-mail:

Mohpa Education Society’s

under: On North : Open to SKY, On South : Open to SKY. On East : Stairway +Apartment No. 101, 0n West : Open to SKY.

/0N<r3t_C h]?relbzfj_invites Eg' fr?m intertes]}%% gCTJmeétiC m?tnULatgurelr_s 410033251 [MR. SACHIN Rs.22,13,405/- (Rupees Res. Rs. Physical | Rs.535589/- (Rupees 16-10-2023

(RIS ey e {ef=Iells Rl @ CILEapactygycratic & MADHUKAR Twenty Two Lakhs 17,10,000/- | 1,71,000/- Five Lakh Thirty Five Description of the Inmovable Property: The Residential Flat No. 104 on First Floor of the Building No. 10, 11, ‘E’ Type and Project
Power Slip for Drilling Service under DOP-2020. The EOI details are 10015743 I\IleR%AI'EIgI"I)mwer) Thirteen Thousand Four S(Rup?es (()RUpLeekSh Thousand Five Hundred ||xnown zs “Venkatesh Nagari” Standiﬂg o)r/1 Plot No. 10, 11, Survey No. 73, Mouje — Nagthana (Rotha)g admeasuring abzﬁt 8877 Sq.l Ft.
available on ONGC website: https//tenders.ongc.co.in. Interested SACHIN KEDAR Hundred Five Only) is due S&n%in Sevr:eit aOne Eighty Nine Only) is due ||1(825.00 Sq. Mitr.). Residential Flat No. 104 (First Floor, Building No. 10, 11, Type “E?), Super built up area is 82.90 Sq. Mir. (Common utility
parties can submit their EOl to Head INDEG, Oil and Natural Gas (Co-borrower) and payable under Thousand Thousyand and payable by you under ||| area s 11.34 Sq. Mir. And common covered parking is 418.33 Sq. Mtr.) Undivided land share is 2.67% i.e. 36.62 Sq. Mtr. Having undivided
Corporation Ltd, Deendayal Urja Bhawan, 5-A Nelson Mandela Agar:(‘;’;‘r?gtrrz‘gd;?gf1gz43 only) only) Agfz%’ng: 2%011?3%?251 share and interestin the plot of land, within the limits of Grampanchayat Nagthana (Rotha) Tah - Wardha Bounded :- East : FlatNo. 103,

1,2 -(R Rs.5487835/- (Ri
indeg@ongc.co.in by 19th February, 2025. Lékivfiijeg,y“$ﬁ§352:§ g 87835 { Eighty ||[2]TCHHLOG[MR. SANJAY Rs. 14,83,640- (Rupees | _ Rs. Rs. | Physical | Rs2061177/- (Rupees
ONGC endeavours to realize the national vision of Atmanirbhar Three Hundred Sixty Five Seven Thousand Eight 49000100 |NILKANTH MAGAR | - Fourteen Lakh Eighty | 20,90,000- | 2,09,000/- Twenty Lakh Sixty One
! ! gy 072789 |MRS. PRITI Three Thousand Six (Rupees | (Rupees Two Thousand One Hundred

Bharat and to robust domestic OFSE ecosystem, capable of Only) is due and payable Hundred Thirty Five Only) ISHWAR MOON Hundred Fortv Onlv) | Twenty Lakh | Lakh Nine Seventy Seven Onl
world class equipment and services. under Agreement no. is due and payable by you undred Forty Only) Nin):st Thousand eventy Seven Only)

10033251 under Agreement no. 19-12-2022 Thousa),qd Only)

30.08.2018 10015743 totalling to Only)

Rs.6023424/- (Rupees

%:);tzslaal“léh -Fr\gjpauml;i?j under Gram Panchayat Sawangi Meghe, Mauza No. 138, PH No. 19 Field Survey No. 233 out of Plot No. 29 having area 165 Sq. Mtr Tah &
Twenty Four Only) Dist Wardha Maharashtra Bounded :- East :- 9 Meter Layout Road West :- Layout of Petkar, North :- Plot No. 28, South :- Plot No. 30

Hundred Sixty Four Only)

West : Margin space of Building, North : Margin space of Building, South : FlatNo. 105.

Description of the Immovable Property: All that piece and parcel of land situated being and laying at Mauza Savangi Meghe Comes

At the Auction, the public generally is invited to submit their bid(s) personally. No officer or other person, having any duty to perform in

Description of the Inmovable Property: All that Residential Apartment No. 302 on the Third Floor of the building known and styled as
“Aryastha Residency” and standing on the Municipal House / Plot No. 302 & 302/A, having net Built up area 45.146 Sq. Mtrs. & Super Built
Up area 78.752 Sq. Mtrs. Together with variable 16.66% undivided share and interest in the total area of the Plot admeasuring about
193.43 Sq. Mtrs. (2081.31 Sq. Ft.) Mouza — Nagpur, Sheet No. 221, City Survey No. 397/2/A & 397/1, ward No. 26, within the limits of
Nagpur Municipal Corporation, Nagpur and Nagpur Improvement Trust, Nagpur, Tahsil and District Nagpur and same is bounded as
under - To Wards East : House of Natthuji Sawarkar, To Wards West : House of Manikrao Thakre, To Wards North : Road, To Wards

connection with this sale shall, however, directly or indirectly bid for, acquire or attempt to acquire any interest in the Inmovable Property
sold. The sale shall be subject to the conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and to the following further
conditions: NOTE: The E-auction will take place through portal https://www.bankeauctions.com on 27-02-2025 between 2.00 PM to 3.00
PM with limited extension of 5 minutes each.

Terms and Condition: 1. The particulars specified in the Schedule herein below have been stated to the best of the information of the
undersigned, but the undersigned shall not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. In the event of any

BAR. SHESHRAO WANKHEDE MAHAVIDYALAYA, MOHPA

Tah. Kalmeshwar, Distt. Nagpur-441502
1. {88 3 AR, AP GSHIoTAT 3e FleM . 2¢¢io/033

Tefiet i 01.02.2024 T AT Wietlel STERTA SvATA Ad 3R,

1. Pay Scale: As per UGC & State Government Norms
2. Essential Qualifications:
i) Ph.D.degree

Note:- A College Principal shall be appointed for a tenure of five years, extendable for

South : Adjoining Flat No. 301.

Nineteen Lakh Eight
Thousand Three Hundred
Twenty Only) is due and

- 5 9593605 I;IEI\SII.BiUBSUHILA R;é@?%i?faﬁugﬁ? 55 0%5000 | 5 5(?8330/— Physical R?E%%?S?_i?(/h ($#PSG:S discretion of the Authorised Officer. 2. The Inmovable Plroperty shall not be sold below the Reserve Price. 3. Bid IncrementAmount will be:

Post No. of | Nature of | Nature of Category Time of 10687160 | AGRAWAL Nine Thousand Six (Rupees | (Rupees Thousand Eiaht Hundred || RS-10.000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only) 4. All the Bids submitted for the purchase of the property shall be accompanied by Eamest
Vacancies Post Vacancy Advertisement| MR. RAMBABU Hundred Thirteen Only)is | Fifty Five | Five Lakh Twenty Six (gnly) is due || Money as mentioned above by way of a Demand Draft favoring the “TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD." Payable at Branch

Clear: CHHAGANLAL due and payable by you | Lakh Only) Fifty and payable by you under address. The Demand Drafts will be returned to the unsuccessful bidders after auction. For payment of EMD through NEFT/RTGS/IMPS,

.. Full N First AGRAWAL under Agreement No Thousand Agreement no. 9599605 kindly contact Authorised Officer. 5. The highest bidder shall be declared as successful bidder provided always that he/she is legally
Principal|  One Time | Grant-in- Open Time 9509605 gnd an amount Only) and an amount of || qualified to bid and provided further that the bid amount is not less than the reserve price. It shall be in the discretion of the Authorised
aid of Rs.19,08,320/- (Rupees Rs.3559945/- (Rupees || Officer to decline acceptance of the highest bid when the price offered appears so clearly inadequate as to make itinadvisable to do so. 6.

Thirty Five Lakh Fifty Nine
Thousand Nine Hundred
Forty Five Only) is due

J ) . ) ) and payable by you under || amount to the Authorised Officer within 24Hrs and in default of such deposit, the property shall forthwith be put to fresh auction/Sale by
ii) Professor/Associate Professor with atotal experience of at least ifteen years of Agf;y:,ﬁfn%(y)"fogg‘ﬁgo Agreperxent noY 1y 0687160 || private treaty. 9. In case the initial deposit is made as above, the balance amount of the purchase money payable shall be paid by the
teaching/research in Universities/Colleges/other institutions of higher totaling to Rs. 62,67,933/- totalling to Rs.11563771/- || purchaser to the Authorised Officer on or before the 15th day from the date of confirmation of the sale of the property, exclusive of such day,
education. (Rupees Sixt); Two (Rupees One Crore orifthe 15th day be a Sunday or other holiday, then on the first office day after the 15th day. 10. In the event of default of any payment within
iii) A minimum of 10 research publications in peer-reviewed or UGC Care-listed Thousand Sixty Seven Fifteen Lakh Sixty Three ||the period mentioned above, the property shall be put to fresh auction/Sale by private treaty. The deposit including EMD shall stand
journals Thousand Nine Hundred Thousand Seven forfeited by TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD and the defaulting purchaser shall lose all claims to the property. 11. Details of any
iv) A minimum of 110 Research Score as per Appendix I, Table 2 of Govt. Thirty Three Only) Hundred Seventy One || encumbrances, known to the TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD, to which the property s liable: as per table above. The Intending
Resolution dated 8" March, 2019. 16-06-2021 Only) Bidder is advised to make their own independent inquiries regarding encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities arears of

dispute arising as to the amount bid, or as to the bidder, the Immovable Property shall at once again be put up to auction subject to the

For reasons recorded, it shall be in the discretion of the Authorised Officer to adjourn/discontinue the sale. 7. Inspection of the Inmovable
Property can be done on 18-02-2025 between 11 AM to 5.00 PM. with prior appointment. 8. The person declared as a successful bidder
shall, immediately after such declaration, deposit twenty-five per cent of the amount of purchase money/bid which would include EMD

property tax, electricity etc. 12. For any other details or for procedure online training on e-auction the prospective bidders may contact the

Description of the Inmovable Property: PROPERTY NO. 1 : House No.J -1028, admeasuring area 87.3 Sq. Mtrs., Ward No.17, block
No.49, Sheet No.6, Mauza — Kamptee, Bounded as : On East : Ramanarayan’s House On West : Jaiswal's House, On North : Nali, On
South : Raod. PROPERTY NO. 2 : Western Portion admeasuring area 56.45 Sq. mts., House No.J- 1029, 1030, and 1031 admeasuring
area 112.9 Sq. Mtrs., ward No.17, block No.29, Sheet No.6, mauza — Kamptee, Bounded as: On East : Ramanarayan’s House On West
: Jaiswal's House, On North : Nali, On South : Raod.

Service Provider, C1 INDIA PVT.LTD., Address: C1 INDIA PVT.LTD. 3rd Floor, Plot No.68 sector-44, Gurgaon, Haryana-122003 Mob. :
8866682937 & Phone : 7291981124 /1125 /1126 Email ID: gujarat@c1india.com / support@bankeauctions.com or Manish Bansal, Email
id Manish.Bansal@tatacapital.com Authorised Officer Mobile No 8588983696. Please send your query on WhatsApp Number —
9999078669 13. TDS of 1% will be applicable and payable by the highest bidder over the highest declared bid amount. The payment needs

another term of five years on the basis of performance assessment by a Committee
appointed by the University, constituted as per Rules.

Applications from eligible candidates on plain paper addressed to the Secretary,
Mohpa Education Society are invited at college address along with 10 sets of

- to be deposited by highest bidder in the PAN of the owner/ borrower(s) and the copy of the challan shall be submitted to our company. 14.
certified copies of relevant documents, certificates and testimonials through proper 6. 10077266 \VIEAE??%E)S}}(-IUKDE Rs. 30,42,529/- " 0%50-00 g 8[?8'00 . Physical | Rs.6701 345’[ (Eﬁpees Please refer to the below link provided in secured creditor’s website www. https://surl.liattxnj for the above details. 15. Kindly also visit the
channel on or before 17/02/2025. Research score sheet certified by the 11-Dec-2018 ol Pl Sixty Seven Lakh One || iy pitos:/www.tatacapital.com/property-disposal.html

L o (Borrower), MRS. (Rupees  |(Rupees One Thousand Three Hundred ! . . .
Principal/Head of Institution must be attached. SAPNA YOGESH Eighteen | Lakh Eighty Forty Five Only) Please Note - TCHFL has not engaged any broker/agent apart from the mentioned auctioning partner for sale/auction of this property.
A. S. Dhawad, Secretary Kunda Vijayakar, President KUKDE Lakh Only) | Thousand y y Interested parties should only contact the undersigned or the Authorised officer for all queries and enquiry in this matter. ) )

- - PECTROT (Co-borrower), Only) Place : Nagpur & Akola & Wardha Sd/-, Authorised Officer,
Date : 10-02-2025 Tata Capital Housing Finance Ltd.

. NAGPUR
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TATA
TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Regd. Off.: 11" Floor, Tower A, Peninsula Business Park, Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai - 400013.
Branch Off.: 82, 2" Floor, Kanale Plaza Building, Railway line, Dafferin Chouk, Solapur - 413001

NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
(Under Rule 8(6) read with Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002)

E-Auction Notice of 15 days for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the below mentioned Borrower and Co- Borrower, or their legal heirs/representatives (Borrowers) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged to TATA Capital Housing Finance Ltd. (TCHFL), the Possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of TCHFL,
will be sold on 27-02-2025 on “As is where is” & “As is what is” & “Whatever there is” & “without any recourse basis” for recovery of outstanding dues from below
mentioned Borrower and Co-Borrowers. The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit is mentioned below. Notice is hereby given that, in the absence of any postponement/
discontinuance of the sale, the said secured asset / property shall be sold by E-Auction at 02:00 PM on the said 27-02-2025. The sealed envelope containing Demand Draft of
EMD for participating in E-Auction shall be submitted to the Authorised Officer of the TCHFL on or before 25-02-2025 till 05:00 PM at Branch address TATA CAPITAL HOUSING
FINANCE LIMITED, 82, 2 Floor, Kanale Plaza Building, Railway line, Dafferin Chouk, Solapur — 413001

The sale of the Secured Asset / Inmovable Property will be on “as is where condition is” as per brief particulars described herein below:

From TVs to smartphones: Pune sees
a change in consumer behaviour

ALISTER AUGUSTINE
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

GOING BY the latest trends, Pune
households are witnessing a
shift from traditional television
sets to smartphones with a sig-
nificant number of the popula-
tion discontinuing their cable
connections.

“A decade or two ago, the
only source of entertainment,
news, and information for most
households was the television.
Back then, we had simple Nokia
phones that were only meant for

the trend began during the Covid
lockdown when they realised
that smartphones were highly
“flexible” and having a cable TV
connection was no longer an in-
evitable part of entertainment.

“[ think that over 40-50 per-
cent of people globally have ei-
ther stopped or reduced their TV
viewing in favour of smart-
phones, and over 30 per cent of
households have discontinued
their cable connections alto-
gether,” says Anand.

Soham Joshi, a 21-year-old
student at College of Engineering
Pune (CoEP) who echoed the

television sets from their homes
was not just a financial decision
but also a way to create a health-
ier environment for children.

“When my elder son devel-
oped a strong addiction to
screens, [ realised how excessive
TV watching could affect a
child’s development. By the time
my younger child was born, [
made a conscious decision to cut
our cable connection,” says
Nupur Lokhande, a 31-year-old
private school teacher from
Wagholi and mother of two
boys.

“OTT platforms, YouTube,

Description o

the Immovable Property:

Schedule-A: All that piece and parcel of the land situated within the District Solapur, Sub-District Solapur, Tal. North Solapur within the limits of Solapur Municipal Corporation,
at Pratap Nagar, Bijapur Road, bearing Gat No. 13/1 out of that layout adm. 8155.11 Sq. Mtrs. Is under development out of that portion adm. 2265.00 Sq. Mtr. Is subject matter
of this deed and it is shown in the map attached to this deed. These plots are bounded by: Towards East: Gat No. 13/2, Towards South: Gat No. 13/3, Towards West: Gat No.
10, Towards North: 30 M. W. D.P. Road.
Schedule-B: Flat No. 202 having Carpet Area of 46.240 Sq. Mtrs. On Second Floor in “IMP Greens Phase - 2" out of Survey No. 13/1, Situated at Pratap Nagar, Taluka North
Solapur, Dist. Solapur.

Place: Solapur
Date: 10-02-2025

The E-auction will take place through portal https://www.bankeauctions.com
on 27-02-2025 between 02:00 PM to 03:00 PM with limited extension of 5 minutes each.

At the Auction, the public generally is invited to submit their bid(s) personally. No officer or other person, having any duty to perform in connection with this sale shall, however,
directly or indirectly bid for, acquire or attempt to acquire any interest in the Immovable Property sold.
The sale shall be subject to the conditions prescribed in the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 and to the following further conditions:

Terms & Conditions: (1) The particulars specified in the Schedule herein below have been stated to the best of the information of the undersigned, but the undersigned shall
not be answerable for any error, misstatement or omission in this proclamation. In the event of any dispute arising as to the amount bid, or as to the bidder, the Immovable
Property shall at once again be put up to auction subject to the discretion of the Authorised Officer. (2) The Immovable Property shall not be sold below the Reserve Price.
(3) Bid Increment Amount will be: Rs.10,000/- (Rupees Ten Thousand Only) (4) All the Bids submitted for the purchase of the property shall be accompanied by Earnest Money
as mentioned above by way of a Demand Draft favoring the “TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD”. Payable at Branch address. The Demand Drafts will be returned to the
unsuccessful bidders after auction. For payment of EMD through NEFT/RTGS/IMPS, kindly contact Authorised Officer. (5) The highest bidder shall be declared as successful
bidder provided always that he/she is legally qualified to bid and provided further that the bid amount is not less than the reserve price. It shall be in the discretion of the
Authorised Officer to decline acceptance of the highest bid when the price offered appears so clearly inadequate as to make it inadvisable to do so. (6) For reasons recorded,
it shall be in the discretion of the Authorised Officer to adjourn/discontinue the sale. (7) Inspection of the Immovable Property can be done on 18-02-2025 between 11:00 AM
to 05:00 PM with prior appointment. (8) The person declared as a successful bidder shall, immediately after such declaration, deposit twenty-five per cent of the amount of
purchase money/bid which would include EMD amount to the Authorised Officer within 24Hrs and in default of such deposit, the property shall forthwith be put to fresh auction/
Sale by private treaty. (9) In case the initial deposit is made as above, the balance amount of the purchase money payable shall be paid by the purchaser to the Authorised
Officer on or before the 15" day from the date of confirmation of the sale of the property, exclusive of such day, or if the 15" day be a Sunday or other holiday, then on the first
office day after the 15™ day. (10) In the event of default of any payment within the period mentioned above, the property shall be put to fresh auction/Sale by private treaty. The
deposit including EMD shall stand forfeited by TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD and the defaulting purchaser shall lose all claims to the property. (11) Details of any
encumbrances, known to the TATA CAPITAL HOUSING FINANCE LTD, to which the property is liable: as per table above. The Intending Bidder is advised to make their own
independent inquiries regarding encumbrances on the property including statutory liabilities arears of property tax, electricity etc. (12) For any other details or for procedure
online training on e-auction the prospective bidders may contact the Service Provider, C1 INDIA PVT.LTD., Address: C1 INDIA PVT.LTD. 3 Floor, Plot No. 68 sector-44, Gurgaon,
Haryana-122003 Mob. : 8866682937 & Phone : 7291981124 /1125 /1126 Email ID: gujarat@c1india.com / support@bankeauctions.com or Manish Bansal, Email id Manish.
Bansal @tatacapital.com Authorised Officer Mobile No 8588983696. Please send your query on WhatsApp Number — 9999078669 (13) TDS of 1% will be applicable and
payable by the highest bidder over the highest declared bid amount. The payment needs to be deposited by highest bidder in the PAN of the owner/ borrower(s) and the
copy of the challan shall be submitted to our company. (14) Please refer to the below link provided in secured creditor's website https://surl.lifhlgsdg for the above details.
(15) Kindly also visit the link: https:/www.tatacapital.com/property-disposal.html.
PLEASE NOTE: TCHFL has not engaged any broker/agent apart from the mentioned auctioning partner for sale/auction of this property. Interested parties should only contact the
undersigned or the Authorised officer for all queries and enquiry in this matter.

Sd/-
Authorised Officer,

Tata Capital Housing Finance Ltd.

Name of Borrower(s) / . calling and SMS. But with the  trend, says that smartphones and interactive learning apps
:;- Acctu.;?]rt‘ ‘o CO-?_:";W;;(S;)(;::&Z"il‘",:Ilr(S)/ e B T R;fiif;'e 'i;‘;'r“‘:s‘ Po?sii :ifon Oif‘:‘:gglgﬁ;(‘)‘;:"‘ rise of smartphones, everything  and laptops are far more useful ~ provide the same entertainment
' ' g Gua'r)antor(s) ¥ has shifted to the palm of our  than a TV.Iuse them for online  but with better control. My
7) [TCHHLOGB20| _ Mr. Dnyaneshwar Dattatray | Rs. 15,61,185/- (Rupees Fifteen Lakhs| . Rs. Physical | Rs. 20,83,693)- (Rupees Twenty Eﬁgiﬁ;ﬂgﬁﬁgﬂggﬁf;&iﬁ% ls‘zg;rlfsxgiﬁg tutorials, and re zgggiiﬂ%}gigafg ;’?gﬁﬁgi&i
00100073135 Dhawade, Sixty One Thousand One Hundred | 11,75,000/- | 1,17,500/- Lakh Eighty Three Thousand Six ’ y o . . ’
Py ) and Eighty Five Only) isdue and | (Rupees | (Rupees Hundred Ninety Three Only) is due sma@hones all'ow us to stream Icanaccess it anytime, any- f:md thenlcan ensure the phone
TCHHFoeg20|  Mrs. Pallavi Dnyaneshwar payable by you under Agreement  |Eleven Lakh| One Lakh and payable by you under Agreement movies, watch live news, access  where. Unlike a TV, whichre-  iskeptaway.But withaTV, there
00100073589 Dhawade no. TCHHLOB82000100073135. | Seventy | Seventeen no. TCHHLOB82000100073135 and social media, and even play quires sitting in one place, a is no pause—it keeps running,
and an amount of Rs. 3,87,782/- Five Thousand an amount of Rs. 4,92,452/- (Rupees high-quality games,” says smartphone offers flexibility— and children get glued to the
(Rupees Three Lakhs Eighty Thousand | Five Hundred Four Lakh Ninety Two Thousand Four| | Aniruddh Anand, a 49-year-old ~ we can use them on the move.  screen,” she explains.
Seven Thousand Seven Hundred Only) Only) Hundred Fifty Two Only) is due and animation creator who believes ~ So we decided to cut our cable For Deepika Lokhande, a 36-
paigdbls'gctyozwfngga 'fe‘il:s;ﬁo payable by you under Agreement no.| | - that televisions have becomeal-  connection and rely entirely on  year-old housewife, not keeping
TCHHFoesgoom 000739589_ totalling IOC';:FSSGE;???; l??g??egs tTomt/aelrl:?g most redundant in the modern  our phones.It's cost-effective,ef-  a television at home wasn't just
to Rs. 19.48.967/- (Rupees Nineteen NN P y age. ficient, and suits our modern  adecision but a shift in lifestyle.
)40y (Rup Five Lakh Seventy Six Thousand . " . « . N
Lakhs Forty Eight Thousand Nine One Hundred Forty Five Only) A large number of con- lifestyle,” Joshi says. My husband, being a fitness
Hundred and Sixty Seven Only) sumers believe that the shift in For many parents, discarding  trainer, barely has time to watch
06-05-2023
Description of the Inmovable Property: Al that piece and parcel of Flat No. 06 admeasuring 48.30 Sq. Mtrs. on Second Floor in “Khamitakar Complex” Building No. 2, Lay
Out Plot No. 1 out of City Survey No. 8458/1-A/9, Situated at Murarji Peth, Taluka North Solapur, Dist. Solapur Bounded:- East:- Open Plot West:- Open Land North:- Flat No. Shri. Shivaji Education Society Amravati
1. South:- Flat No. 5,
2) | 10324728 Mr. Rupesh Kamalkishor Rs. 13,94,982/- (Rupees Thirteen Lakh Rs. Rs. Physical Rs. 30,93,459/- (Rupees Thirty DHANWATE NATIONAI- COLLEGE
& Upadhye, Ninety Four Thousand Nine Hundred | 33,25,000/- |  3,32,500/- Lakh Ninety Three Thousand Four NAGPUR (M.S.)
10325620 Mrs. Preethi Rupesh Upadhye | Eighty Two Only) is due and payable | (Rupees (Rupees Hundred Fifty Nine Only) is due and
P pachy by you under Agreement no. 10324728  Thirty Three Lakh payable by you under Agreement TENDER NOTICE NO.ZI 25
and an amount ,Of Rs. 28’5,7’15”' Three La.kh Thirty Two no. 10324728 and an amount of Rs. Sealed B-1 (Percentage rate) tenders are invited from the experienced contractors registered in appropriate class for
(Rupees Twenty Eight Lakh Fifty Seven| Twenty Five| Thousand 67,03,824/- (Rupees Sixty Seven civilworks under PM USHA 3.0 at Dhanwate National College, Nagpur.
Thousand One Hundred Fifty One | Thousand | Five Hundred Lakh Three Thousand Eight Hundred
Only) is due and payable by you under|  Only) Only) Twenty Four Only) is due and Sr. | Name of the Work Amount Earnest Initial Total Time limit Cost of
Agreement no. 10325620 totalling to payable by you under Agreement no. No. put to Money Security | Security for blank
Rs. 42,52,133/- (Rupes Forty Two 10325620 totalling to Rs. 97,97,283/- tender Deposit | Deposit | Deposit | Completion | tender
Lakh Fifty Two Thousand One Hundred (Rupees Ninety Seven Lakh Ninety - - copy
Thirty Three Only) Seven Thousand Two Hundred 1 | Proposed Acoustic Rs.16,18,306/- | Rs. 16,183/ | Rs. 32,366/- 5% 3 months Rs. 2000/-
14-02-2019 Eighty Three Only) treatment and Interior
Description of the Immovable Property: Design Rennovation of
Schedule-A: All that piece and parcel of the property situated at Seth L.J. Chandak path, Budhwar Peth within the registration district of Solapur and within the limits of Solapur Audio-Visual Center at
Municipal Corporation, bearing S. No. 28/1B/1/1/(1+3+4+6) admeasuring 5139.62 Sq. Mts. Which is bounded as under: On or towards the East: By Internal Road / F. P. No. Dhanwate National
28/1B/1/7, On or towards the West: By F. P. No. 26, On or towards the North: By F. P. No. 28/1B/1/1A/5, On or towards the South: By Solapur Municipal Corporation Road, The College, Congress Nagar,
Kamalshree Apartment is bounded as under: On or towards the East: By Internal Road, On or towards the West: By Shree & Suyash Apartment of Chandak Garden, On or Nagpur.
towards the North: By Internal Road, On or towards the South: By Old T.P. II, F. P. No. 28/1B/1/4, 3 ) ) ) )
Schedule-B: The Unit/ Flat No. 203 of Kamalshree Apartment is bounded as under: On or towards the East: Internal Road, On or towards the West: Flat No. 204 & 205, On 2 :’er:::::::o(::’::(tir::;:::‘i'ng Rs.4,13,130/ Rs. 4133/ Rs. 8,267/ 5% 2month Rs. 1000/
or towards the North: Flat No. 202, On or towards the South: Internal Road, works of various buildings
Carpet area statement of the said Unit / Flat : Flat No. 203, it is rectangular shaped Apartment built up area measuring 930.00 Sq. Fts. 86.40 Sq. Mtr. As specifically shown in at Dhanwate National
Exhibit A of this deed. Its main door has access to the corridor of the respective floor. The total area of the Flat No. 203 is 66.03 Sq. Mtr.i.e. 711.00 Sq. Ft. College, Congress Nagar,
3) | 10353964 | Mr.Pravin Fakirappa Kumbhar, | Rs. 36,91,421/- (Rupees Thirty Six Rs. Rs. Physical Rs. 51,22,721/- (Rupees Fifty Nagpur' !
& Mr. Pradip Fakirappa Kumbhar, Lakh Ninety One Thousand Four | 32,00,000/- | 3,20,000/- One Lakh Twenty Two Thousand l Pro;;ose d Rennovation
10690127 Mr. Fakirappa Chandrasha Hundred Twenty One Only) is due (Rupees (Rupees Seven Hundred Twenty One Only) work of Canteen
Kumbhar and payable by you under Agreement | Thirty Two | Three Lakh is due and payable by you under [2] Proposed Construction
no. 10353964 and an amount of Rs. | Lakh Only) Twenty Agreement no. 10353964 and an of Boys Toilet
4,34,489/- (Rupees Four Lakh Thirty Thousand amount of Rs. 6,68,041/- (Rupees y d -
Four Thousand Four Hundred Eighty Only) Six Lakh Sixty Eight Thousand Forty [3] Proposed repairing
Nine Only) is due and payable by One Only) is due and payable by work of.Ram 'Water
you under Agreement no. 10690127 you under Agreement no. 10690127 Harvesting Filter
totalling to Rs. 41,25,910/- (Rupees totalling to Rs. 57,90,762/- (Rupees o . .
Forty One Lakh Twenty Five Thousand Fifty Seven Lakh Ninety Thousand 1) Lastdate ofsubm|ssl|on oflten.der is15th Febrl,jary ,202,,5 Upto 5,'00 p.m.. X
Nine Hundred Ten Only) Seven Hundred Sixty Two Only) 2) E.M.D. Should be paid online in favour of Shri. S.h|vaj| Education Society Dhanwate National College A/c. No.
655055 1201700042, IFSC-CBIN0283465, Dhanwate National College Nagpur Branch, Nagpur.
Description of the Inmovable Property: All the pieces & parcel of that Immovable Property is one free hold residential Plot No. 21 admeasuring plot area 134.75 Sq. Mt. out of 3) Allworks required registered contractor with PWD Maharashtra state or other state govt.
survey no. 18/2B/2A situated at Shelgi Tal: North Solapur Dist. Solapur Maharashtra. Bounded:- East:- Road West:- Road North:- Plot No. 20, South:- Plot No. 22. 4) Additional security deposit for more than 10% below the tender rates successfully, contractor should submit 1%
4) [ TCHHL06820|  Mr. Eliazar Elisha Medeti, Rs. 36,09,869/- (Rupees Thirty Six Rs. Rs. Physical | Rs.52,58,795/- (Rupees Fifty Two forevery parentage after 10% below percentage in addition of 2% initial security deposit within stipulated time.
00100075635 | Mrs. Krishnaveni Eliazar Medeti | Lakh Nine Thousand Eight Hundred | 31,00,000/- | 3,10,000/- Lakh Fifty Eight Thousand Seven 5) G.S.T. shall be applicable as per prevailing Government rules and regulations.
Sixty Nine Only) (Rupees (Rupees Hundred Ninety Five Only) 6) Competentauthority reserves theright to reject any or tenders without assigning any reason thereof.
Thirty One | Three Lakh 7) Information of e-tendering is available on the following website / Notice board. https://mahatenders.gov.in
Lakh Only) | Ten Thousand
31-05-2022 Only) -
Description of the Inmovable Property: All that piece and parcel of the Row House No. 04 admeasuring 72.462 Sq. Mtrs. In Sai Residency out of Plot No. 03 out of New Survey (Harshvardha_n Deshmukh) (Dilip B_' Ingole) (or. Pras_ha'n t Kothe)
No. 24/7/2 (Old Survey No. 356), Situated at Nehru Nagar, Taluka — North Solapur, Dist. Solapur Bounded:- East:- Row House No. 03, West:- Row House No. 05, North:- 3 o F,res'de",t . ch‘alrman . Prmc}lpal
Mtr. Margin and 7.50 Mtr. Road. South:- 3 Mtr. Margin and 7.50 Mtr. Road, Shri. ShlvaJAEducatt]on Society o Cor;st&u&t:.tlon ngrrlllmmile DhanwateNNatlonaI College
5) | 10470258 | Wr. Gopal Abhiman Harne, | Rs.14,30,264/- (Rupees Fourteen Rs. Rs. Physical | Rs.30,63,685/- (Rupees Thirty Lakn raven anware anond Lo ege Tadpur b
Mrs. Ashvini Gopal Harane Lakh Thirty Thousand Two Hundred | 13,80,000/- | 1,38,000/- Sixty Three Thousand Six Hundred
Sixty Four Only) (Rupees C()Rupees Eighty Five Only) E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE
Thirteen ne Lakh
Lakh Eighty | Thirty Eight EDELWEISS ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED
Thousand | Thousand CIN: U67100MH2007PLC174759
_ 12-08-2019 Only) Only) Retail Central & Regd. Office: Edelweiss House, Off CST Road, Kalina, Mumbai 400098
Description of the Immovable Property: All that piece and parcel of the . o g , E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE SECURED ASSETS UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND
Schedule-A: All that piece and parcel of the land situated within the District Solapur, Sub — District Solapur, Tal. North Solapur within the limits of Solapur Municipal Corporation RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 READ WITH
bearing Gat No. 13/1 Pratap Nagar admeasuring 8155.11 Sq. Mtr. out of that this deed pertains to (B Building) Smriti Building of IMP Greens Phase | admeasuring 2038.18 PROVISO TO RULE 8 (6) & 9(1) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 (“RULES”)
Sq. Mtr. — - - - - — — -
Schedule-B: Flat No.: 807, Floor: Eight, In “Smriti () Building” of IMP Greens, Phase |, Carpet Area about 33.46 Sq. Mirs. .e. 360 Sg. Ft. which is corresponding to built-up area The fnandia failies of the jzzlrfyei Credlor p':fjfj:: e assgned o Edel :f;;ﬁ?nf ;f;;":g;’;eg‘,’:;g any Lmied s f;;”ggg,;‘;;agjg o usee
about 37.17 Sq. Mtrs. i.e. 400 Sq. Ft. alongwith 3.71 Sq. Mirs. as area of the balconies. Bounded By: Towards East: Staircase / Common Passage, Towards South: Building rights as the secured creditor. That EARG, in its capacity as secured creditor, had taken possession of the below mentioned immovable secured assets
Rear Margin, Towards West: Flat No. 808, Towards North: Common Duct / Lift. under 13(4) of SARFAESI Act and Rules there under.
6) | 10426527 |Mr. Rafique Nabisab Nallamandu,| Rs. 19,32,512/- (Rupees Nineteen Rs. Rs. 1,50,000/-| Physical Rs. 37,73,659/- (Rupees Thirty Notice of 15 days is hereby given to the Borrowers and to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower and Guarantor (s) that the below described
Mrs. Saidabi Nabisab Lakh Thirty Two Thousand Five 15,00,000/- | (Rupees One Seven Lakh Seventy Three immovable secured assets mortgaged in favor of the Secured Creditor, the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorized Officer (AO)
Nallamandu, Hundred Twelve Only) (Rupees Lakh Fifty Thousand Six Hundred Fifty Nine of Secured Creditor, will be sold‘ on “As is. where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” basis, for recovery of the amounts mentioned herein
Mrs. Jahanara Fifteen Thousand Only) below due to EARC together with further interest and other expenseg/costs thereon deducted for any money received by EARC from Borrower and
. . T Y Lakh Only) Only) Guarantor. The Reserve Price and the Eamest Money Deposit are mentioned below for each property.
__ Mohammecdishaque Shaikh _22-10-2019 . _ V| _ . DETAILS OF SECURED ASSET PUT FOR AUCTION:
e e S e oo worora ) [T o
- { ) » VISt oounded.- : -0, + : : No| No/Name of the | Name of Borrower/Co Borrower DuesINRason | pioo (InRs) | Deposit (Emd) Time Of P
No. 9/203, Selling Institution name 07-02-2025 In Rs Auction | ion
7) | 10489588 [Mrs. Shabnambegam Abdul Latif| Rs. 19,50,829/- (Rupees Nineteen Rs. Rs. 1,90,000/-| Physical | Rs.31,24,235/- (Rupees Thirty One 1307108[170- 1. Gopal Madhukar Jadhao EARC- z z 3 27.02.2025
Kaladgi, Lakh Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred | 19,00,000/- | (Rupees One Lakh Twenty Four Thousand Two 1.1 0005965] DHFL | (“Borrower”) 2.Vaishali Gopal |TRUST-| 46,5 343 g 9,30,000/- 93,000- 1130 A.m| Physical
Mrs. Rehanabegam Abdulsattar Twenty Nine Only) (Rupees | Lakh Ninety Hundred Thirty Five Only) Jadnav_(Co-Borrower) SC-371 - . -
Kaladgi Nineteen Thousand PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: All The Part And ParceI_Of A Flat No. S/3/202_ On Second F_Ioor of /_\n Apartment_ By Name Surya_Helghts No._3 , To Be
11155051 Lakh Only) Only) Constructed Over Layout Plot No. 14, 15 & 16, Out Of Field Survey No. 26/2, Situated At Mauje Khadki Bk., Tq. & Dist. Akola. Flat Having Super Built Up Area

0f 46.86 Sq. Mtrs., Along With Proportionate Undivided Share Of Land Of 14.179 Sq. Mtrs. Bounded As: East: Another Layout ; West: Open Lobby; North:
Flat No. S/3/201 South: Lift And Staircase More Partculary Described In Doc No: 1273/2016; Dated; 30.04.2016 Registered At Sro Akola-3, Maharashtra.
Note:- An earlier auction was held on December 2024 but failed due to want of bidders

1. Ashok R Mehare (Borrower) | EARC R
LNAGLAP00000341 5 . T Rs. S 27.02.2025 i
2 2. Vaishali Ashok Mehare Trust .02.2025|physicall
24,13,302. 13,00,000/- 1,30,000/-
8 (Co-Borrower) SC.447| 241330254 12.30 PM

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION: All That Peace And Parcel Of The Property Bearing Corporation House No.504-Ka-2, Unit No-B-7, Lower Ground
Floor “Sagata Complex ‘Admaesuring 17.948 Sq.Ft.(Super Build Up 21.537 Sq. Mtr. / 231.824sq.Ft.) City Survey No21/, Kh No.15/7, Sheet No-
187/A/14, Near Lumbani Nagar, Ward No- 74, Mouza Jaitala Hingana Road , Tahsil & District Nagpur-440016 Bounded As: On The East: Plot Of
Godeshwar On The West: Shivalik Complex On The North: Hingana Road On The South: Unit No-B-8.

Note:- Earlier auctions were held on February October 2024 & D ber 2024 but failed want of bidders

Important Information regarding Auction Process:
All Demand Drafts (DD) shall be drawn in favor of ‘Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited-EMD Account” and payable at Mumbai.

2 | EMD Payments made through RTGS shall be to: Name of the Account No.: EDELWEISS ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED - EMD
ACCOUNT” Account No: 000405158602 Name of the Bank: ICICI BANK IFSC Code: IFSC ICIC0000004

Last Date of Submission of EMD Received 1 day prior to the date of auction

Place for Submission of Bids 1st Floor, Edelweiss House, off CST Road, Kalina, Mumbai-400098

Place of Auction (Web Site for Auction) | E-Auction (https://auction.edel c.in)

Contact details Toll free no - 18002666540 Website - https://auction.edelweissarc.in/

Date & Time of Inspection of the Property |As per prior appointment

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in EARC’s website i.e. https://auction c.in
Place: Mumbai Sd/- Authorized Officer

-

~No|lol | w

Date: 07.02.2025 For Edelweiss Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
Edelweis
Asset Reconstruction
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

TV.Instead, he uses his phone to
follow new workout trends,
guide his clients, and even con-
duct virtual training sessions.
Our nine-year-old child doesn’t
even ask for a television. Kids to-
day don’t wait for cartoons to air
at afixed time like we did in our
childhood. They just pick up a
phone, open YouTube oran app,
and watch whatever they want,
whenever they want,” Deepiks
says, adding that the concept of
sitting in front of a TV for enter-
tainment is outdated as every-
thing is accessible on mobile
phones or laptops.

Electronics shops in the city
also underscore the shift in con-
sumer behaviour. Shubham
Patil, owner of an electronics
shop onJM Road in Shivaji Nagar
with over 20 years of experience
in the market, asserts that there
has been a major decline in TV
sales over the past few years.

“I've seen a massive shift in
consumer behaviour. Before
Covid, my store saw a balanced
demand for both TVs and smart-
phones. Around 60 per cent of
sales were TVs and 40 per cent
were smartphones. But during
and after the lockdown, every-
thing flipped — now 75-80% of
my sales are smartphones, while
TVs contribute only 20-25 per
cent,” Patil points out.

He says that people realised
during the lockdown that they
could access everything on their
phones. “Another big trend I see
is people selling their TV sets. On
average, for every 10 new smart-
phone purchases, at least 2-3
customers try to exchange or sell
their old TVs,” Patil says.

Actor Rahul
Solapurkar faces
flak over remarks
on Ambedkar;
apologises

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE, FEBRAURY 9

A FRESH row erupted on
Sunday after actor Rahul
Solapurkar described Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar as a
"Brahmin" in the Vedic context
of gaining knowledge, days af-
ter his podcast on Chhatrapati

Shivaji Maharaj triggered
protests.
Amid the backlash,

Solapurkar apologised, express-
ing regret over his choice of
words concerning AmbedKkar,
the social reformer and chief ar-
chitect of India's Constitution.

In a video that surfaced on
social media, the actor claimed
Ambedkar was born to Ramji
Sakpal in a Bahujan family.
Later, he was adopted by his
teacher who gave him his sur-
name, he said.

"Inthe Vedas, itis said thata
man who gains knowledge be-
comes a Brahmin. In that sense,
Ambedkar was Brahmin be-
cause he gained knowledge,"
said the actor.

NCP (SP) legislator Jitendra
Awhad rebuked Solapurkar
over his remarks.

Sharing the video on X,
Awhad said, “Rahul Solapurkar
has now crossed all limits. He
should be beaten with shoes
wherever heis seen. Itis people
like him, driven by casteist ide-
ologies, who have ruined
Maharashtra and the country,”
said Awhad.

Facing criticism, Solapurkar,
who has appeared in several
Marathi films, tendered an
apology over his remarks about
Ambedkar.

“I have given multiple lec-
tures on Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj and Babasaheb
Ambedkar.]am completely un-
aware of why such videos are
being circulated on social me-
dia. Once again, I apologise to
everybody for the remarks I
made. In future, I will not make
any incorrect statements about
national icons,” he said.

Days ago, the actor had
sparked a row with his com-
ments in a podcast about Shivaji
Maharaj's great escape in 1666.

Solapurkar had said that the
iconic 17th-century warrior
king escaped from Agra Fort by
bribing Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb's officials, and not by
concealing himself in a basket
of sweets as per the popular ac-
count.

After protests by Maratha
outfits, Solapurkar resigned as
a trustee of the Pune-based
Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute (BORI) and said he re-
gretted using the word “bribe”
and hurting the sentiments of
those who revere Chhatrapati
Shivaji.

. NAGPUR
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N BIREN SINGH RESIGNS AS MANIPUR CHIEF MINISTER

President’s Rule may be next for Manipur

L BiLEm
=
L T "‘m.!fi"_ll

LIZMATHEW

& SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, GUWAHATI,
FEBRUARY 9

WITH MANIPUR Chief Minister
N Biren Singh resigning on
Sunday, finalising his replace-
ment is the next big task for the
BJP. The party’s central leader-
ship may buy time for evolving
a consensus for it, sources said.

According to a statement
from the Raj Bhavan in Imphal,
Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla has
asked N Biren Singh to continue
inoffice till “alternative arrange-
ments” are made. According to
sources, a meeting is on in Delhi
and the next steps would be
communicated to the Governor
by late night.

Sources said that while put-
ting in his papers, Singh recom-
mended that the Assembly be
kept in suspended animation
making it possible for the MLAs
to reach a consensus on his re-
placement. However, since there
is no leader yet who enjoys the

support of a majority of party
MLAs, the Centre may have to
impose President's Rule. Hours
after Biren resigned, Governor
Bhalla issued a notification de-
claring the previous order sum-
moning the Assembly, which
was set to convene on Monday,
“null and void”.

“The CM has recommended
the suspended animation of the
Assembly. Biren Singhis likely to
continue as the caretaker till the
Centre takes a call on it,” said a
BJP leader in the state. Governor
Bhalla is expected to submit his
report to the Centre within a few
days following which President’s
Rule may be imposed.

According to Article 356 of
the Constitution, the proclama-
tion of President’s Rule shall be
laid before each house of
Parliament within two months.
If not, then President’s Rule shall
cease to expire.

The Centre, sources said, was
looking to buy more time before
going to Parliament, whichis cur-
rently in session. The first part of
the Budget session, although

Biren at a polo tournament
on Sunday. P11

scheduled till February 13, is likely
to be adjourned for recess two
daysinadvance as Wednesday is

As Biren leaves, a look at
his rise and fall in politics

SUKRITABARUAH
GUWAHATI, FEBRUARY 9

ONJUNE 30,2023, N Biren Singh
and a group of MLAs headed to-
wards Manipur Raj Bhawan,
armed with a letter of resigna-
tion. The conflict in Manipur had
been raging for 59 days then and
the previous night, hundreds of
people had gathered in Imphal
after two Meitei men had been
killed in firing. People close to
Singh said he felt he had “lost the
trust of the people”.

Singh never reached Raj
Bhawan that day. With his dele-
gation being met by crowds of
supporters, Singh’s trusted min-
ister, L Susindro Meitei, handed
the letter to some of the women
in the crowd who proceeded to
tear it for the cameras. Singh an-
nounced he would not resign.

About ayear-and-a-halflater,
Singh on Sunday submitted his
resignation, days ahead of the
Budget session of the Assembly.

Nineteen months since that
episode and countless violent
conflagrations later, 63-year-old
N Biren Singh continued as the
embattled Chief Minister of
Manipur — through crises of con-
fidence from the Kuki-Zomi
community, from allied parties,
from a section of his own party
and his ministers, and even from
among the electorate.

Footballer, journalist,
politician

In the 1980s, Singh, a foot-
baller, was awingback in the BSF
team that defeated JCT to lift the
Durand Cup in December 1981.
He has alsorepresented Manipur
inthe Santosh Trophy.In 1991, he
started a vernacular daily called
Naharolgi Thoudang and worked
asits editor.

It was in April 2000 that he
shot into public attention when
hewas arrested for sedition along
with Thounaojam Iboyaima, a
revered figure in Manipuri soci-
ety. Singh had been charged be-
cause the newspaper had re-
ported a speech delivered by

Biren Singh being introduced to President Neelam Sanjiva
Reddy in 1981 before the Durand Cup final. X/Kiren Rijiju

Thounaojam at an event which,
reports of that time say, had cited
aUnited Nations declaration that
“armed rebellion may be alastre-
sortagainst colonial oppression”.

In 2001, the state was under
President’s Rule. The Meitei-ma-
jority Valley erupted over the
Centre’s extension of its 1997
ceasefire with the Naga insurgent
group NSCN(IM) which had in-
cluded a new clause: that this
ceasefire would be “without any
territorial limits.”

In the midst of all this, Biren
entered politics with his
Democratic  Revolutionary
People’s Party, which supported
the government formed with
the Congress’s Okram Ibobi
Singh as chief minister. In 2003,
its two MLAs ‘merged’ with the
Congress. Singh was now in the
Congress, a party he would be
with for the next 13 years. He
rose rapidly. However, the rela-
tionship with Ibobi began sour-
ing in his third term and Singh
was dropped from the Cabinet
despite being reelected in 2017.

A disgruntled Singh left the
Congress in 2016 and joined the
BJP, ahead of the 2017 Manipur
Assembly elections. In 2017, he
won on a BJP ticket.

Singh was not the obvious
choice for the Chief Minister’s po-
sition. The Congress was still the
single largest party in the
Assembly with 28 seats but the
BJP, with 21 seats,ended up form-

ing the government with the sup-
portof the National People’s Party
and the Naga People’s Front.
Through his campaign and
after taking charge, he said he
would “right the wrongs” under
the Ibobi regime, from ‘en-
counter killings’ to bandhs and
blockades, and frayed ties be-
tween Meiteis and the hill tribes.
However, people who have
worked with him say the ten-
sions and discord that have bub-
bled over in the last couple of
years were brewing in his first
term too. Another blow came in
2020 when a senior police offi-
cer accused him pressuring the
department to drop a case
against a Kuki-Zomi BJP leader
whowas accused ina drugs case.
When the BJP came back to
power with an absolute major-
ityin2022, it led a more aggres-
sive government: from crack-
downs on poppy plantations in
the Kuki-Zomi hills allegedly run
by “drug lords” to a hardened
stance against the alleged influx
of Chin people from Myanmar
(who share ethnic ties with
Manipur’s Kuki-Zomis).
Kuki-Zomi groups and the
MLAs from the community have
held Singh responsible for the
conflict since its beginning. The
rumblings within his own ranks
alsobecame louderthanever. The
most serious allegation was aid-
ing and abetting armed groups
such as the Arambai Tenggol.

a holiday because of Ravidas
Jayanti. The Budget session is
scheduled to resume on March 10
and conclude on April 4.If the im-
position of President’s Rule takes
place after Parliament breaks for
recess, the matter can come up
only when it meets next.

Differing views on
road ahead

Although there was specula-
tion that Manipur Speaker
Thokchom Satyabrata Singh and
Urban Development Minister
Yumnam Khemchand could
emerge as potential candidates
for the CM’s post, sources in the
BJP said the decision would be
taken after thorough discus-
sions.

Sources indicated that
President’s Rule could be initially
imposed for four to five months
and extended till a consensus
candidate for CM was found.
President's Rule can be extended
by up to six months each time.

“We all are disciplined
karyakartas (workers) of the
party. We have not taken any

steps that would embarrass the
party or the leadership.lam sure
the leadership will hold discus-
sions and find a replacement for
Biren Singh,” said a BJP MLA.

Another legislator suggested
that opting for an extended
President’s Rule would show the
BJP in a poor light. “We have 37
out of 60 MLAs in the Assembly.
Our allies NPF and NPP have a to-
tal of 11 MLAs. We have a com-
plete majority. The government
has to be run by the state BJP.
Neither is there a political crisis
in that sense nor is the law and
order situation worse than what
it has been for so many months,”
said the MLA.

Among groups on either side
of the ethnic divide in the state,
there are starkly differing views
on what the road forward should
look like. Among Kuki-Zo
groups, the push s for the Centre
to completely take over the gov-
ernance of the state. Kuki Zo
Council chairperson
Henlianthang Thangliet referred
to the possibility of another BJP
leader from the Meitei-majority

Imphal Valley taking up the reins
as “old wine inanew bottle”. The
council is a civil society organi-
sation based in Churachandpur.

“Biren Singh’s resignation
has come very late but it will be
very good for us if there is
President’s Rule in the state. If
they choose another leader from
the Valley, it will just be old wine
inanew bottle. If the Centreisin
charge, we can talk directly to the
Governor. If that happens, [ will
be more optimistic,” he said.

Meitei civil society leader
Jeetendra Ningomba who was
formerly the coordinator of
prominent Meitei civil society
organisation COCOMI expressed
opposite views, saying that
President’s Rule would be “un-
acceptable”.

“The people of Manipur have
suffered for a long time under
President’s Rule and have strug-
gled againstit. It is not acceptable
to civilians. But if there is a new
chief minister, there will be more
divisions in our community
which is very unfortunate. We
need unity and integrity,” he said.

‘Sensible voices on both
sides suppressed; I hope

better sense prevalls

CONGRESS INNER Manipur MP
and JNU professor ANGOMCHA
BIMOL AKOIJAM has been crit-
ical of the N Biren Singh govern-
ment and the Centre over their
failure to contain the 21-month
conflict in the state, raising the
matter more than once in
Parliament. Hours after Biren
Singh stepped down as CM,
Akoijam spoke to SAPTARSHI
BASAK AND ASAD REHMAN on
what this means. Excerpts:

How do you see Biren Singh’s
resignation now, almost two
years after violence began?

Initially, when I heard the
news, I took it with a pinch of
salt. We have seen this drama of
resignation for so long... After all
this, I feel that the people of
Manipur deserve a stable and re-
sponsible government that
should be able to protect the in-
terests of the state and the Indian
Constitution — which has been
subverted... Because of the
chaos, the Cabinet was split in
between - there was one side
(the Kukis) saying we needed a
UT (Union Territory), meaning
the division of Manipur. They are
openly making this demand in
Delhi. There are some Cabinet
(members) who said we will
protect the integrity (of the
state). There has been confusion
and people have suffered.

In his resignation letter, Biren
Singh emphasised five points
as ‘arequest’ to the Centre,
including maintaining the
state’s ‘territorial integrity’?
See, territorial integrity has
been the position of most of the
national parties. The Congress
has been firm on this, that terri-
torial integrity will be protected.
Others like former (BJP) Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee said
it. [ don’t know about Modiji —
whether he has committed to
that... Nobody can take a contrary
position to this. He (Biren Singh)
is doing emotional drama on this.
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If he thinks his party is going to
(violate Manipur’s) territorial in-
tegrity, he should say so openly.

What do you think is going to
happen now in the state?

Iam trying to assess. The gov-
ernment of India has gone be-
yond all propriety, so I don’t
know what they are going todo...
Itisashameless and rule-less sit-
uation. We suffered for two
years. The Union government
says something and the state
government says something
else...  don’t know what to ex-
pect, but [ expect the rest of the
country knows what has hap-
pened here... All constitutional
propriety (was ignored)... If bet-
ter sense prevails, if Raj Dharma
is there... the government of
India (should) follow it now and
treat the people of Manipur as
part of India, try to take firm, res-
olute and judicious steps to re-
store the dignity and well-being
of the people of the state.

Do you think President’s Rule

will be imposed in the state?
They have two options — in-

stall a new government and have

the Assembly, or put the Assembly
under animated suspension or
dissolve it. If you dissolve, then
fresh elections. Ifitisanimated sus-
pension, they can revive the
Assembly after some time. (The
Raj Bhavan has asked Biren Singh
to continuein office till ‘alternative
arrangements are made’, and is-
sued a notification nixing for the
time being the Assembly session
that was to start Monday.)

Will Kuki leaders be more
open to aresolution now,
given Singh’s resignation?
Correct me if [am wrong, but
[ have never heard Kuki political
leaders appealing for calm and
peace. They have only been de-
manding a separate administra-
tion, orjustifying acts of violence.
In Imphal, [ was addressing a
gathering and I said that in
Jiribam, a Hmar woman was
killed, and then a Meitei woman.
Imaintained that women always
suffer first,and [ requested a mo-
ment of silence to remember
both those killed. I don’t think a
Kukileader can do that in the Hills
(where they dominate). There are
a lot of sensible voices on both
sides that have been suppressed.
I hope better sense prevails.
Peaceful co-existence is what
Manipur and this country need.

What about radical groups in
the Valley alleged to be close
to the Biren Singh
administration?

There are many interest
groups, both within the Kukis and
Meiteis. The political patronage
behind these armed groupsisim-
portant. How they respond mat-
ters less. What is critical is how
the Government of India deals
with these elements. The State, so
far, has abdicated its responsibility.
In Manipur, we see people play-
ing football with assaultrifles. Can
youimagine suchascene in Delhi,
Mumbai, Kerala or wherever?

FULLINTERVIEW ON
www.indianexpress.com

Kejriwal

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

FOR THE BJP, the victory in the
Delhi Assembly polls has come
as a sweet revenge as the party
has not only defeated the AAPin
its bastion but also its founder
leader and ex-Delhi chief minis-
ter Arvind Kejriwal in his New
Delhi constituency.

In the BJP’s sights now is
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
supremo and West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee, another key
Opposition face considered ca-
pable of giving a challenge to the
Narendra Modi-led BJP dispen-
sation, say BJP leaders. They as-
sert that the Bengal Assembly
polls slated for early 2026 would
be a “battle of ideology”.

“If the Delhi elections were a

challenge dealt with, Mamata next BJP target

Waterloo for Kejriwal, our next
targetis Mamata Banerjee,” said
asenior BJP leader.

Echoing this claim, Union
Minister and Bengal BJP chief
Sukanta Majumdar said: “Bengal
is undoubtedly our next target.
Without defeating Mamata
Banerjee, BJP’s success would not
be complete. The dream success
for Modi ji would come when we
defeat Mamata Banerjee in the
Bengal elections next year.”

Majumdar said the BJP has
already started its work in this
regard at the local level in Bengal.
“In a few weeks our national
leadership will also embark on
the mission,” he said.

BJP leaders say the Delhi ver-
dict was an “endorsement of the
BJP’s welfare politics and its
promise of good governance”
which, they add, would give fillip

BJP leaders say Mamata is
capable of challenging the
BJP dispensation. Express

to the party’s campaignin Bengal.

While the Opposition sees
the AAP debacle as a major set-
back to the anti-Modi front, the
BJP camp says it would re-estab-
lish Modi’s “invincibility” in na-
tional politics. There are how-

ever some apprehensions in a
BJP section that the Opposition
parties' repeated defeats could
force them to reinforce their
anti-BJP platform.

Since the beginning of such
Opposition attempts for an anti-
BJP grouping following Modi's
rise on the national scene,
Kejriwal and Mamata had
sought to mount a challenge to
the Prime Minister. Routing the
BJP in the Delhi Assembly elec-
tions twice — in 2015 and 2020
— Kejriwal also fashioned him-
self as an “alternative to Modi”.

After its debut in the 2013
Delhi polls and the fall of its 49-
day government, Kejriwal had
even entered the 2014 Lok Sabha
poll fray from Varanasi to take on
Modi, albeit unsuccessfully.

Both Kejriwal and Mamata
had also been projected by a sec-

tion of the Opposition as leaders
who could take on Modi.

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
chief and ex-Telangana CM K
Chandrasekhar Rao also tried to
position himself as a face of the
anti-BJP forces, but the BRS was
defeated by the Congress in the
2023 Assembly polls,
which led to his party
losing its relevance at
the national level.

Although Bihar CM
Nitish Kumar was once
seen as a possible PM
candidate of the INDIA alliance,
he again switched his loyalties
and crossed over to the BJP-led
NDA in January 2024, accepting
Modi’s leadership.

BJD chief and ex-Odisha CM
Naveen Patnaik was also seen as
a major regional player, who
steered his party to victory five

EXPLAINED

consecutive times since 2000, al-
though his party was seen as
“friendly to the Modi dispensa-
tion”. In the 2024 Odisha polls,
however, the BJP trounced the
BJD, storming to power in the state
for the first time.

Among the regional players,
Mamata now remains
the only key anti-BJP
face, who has ensured
the TMC's dominance in

° Bengal for the last three
terms. The BJP had
gained  significant

ground in Bengal in the 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, winning 18 of
42 seats as against the TMC's 22.
In the 2021 Assembly polls, the
BJP won 77 seats out of 294
against the TMC's 215 seats.
However, its tally in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls dipped to 12 against
the TMC's 29 seats.

Bengaluru police pull
plug on Ed Sheeran’s
show at Church Street

Ed Sheeran is in Bengaluru for concerts scheduled on

Saturday and Sunday.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 9

ANIMPROMPTU street perform-
ance by Ed Sheeran was halted
by the Bengaluru police around
noon on Sunday, when the
British singer-songwriter, ac-
companied by bodyguards, ar-
rived opposite the M G Road
Metro station on Church Street,
where two microphones and a
guitar had been set up for the
performance.

“So, we were gonna play
more than one song. But, right
now let’s play one song, alright,”
the Grammy Award winner said
before beginning to strum his hit
track Shape of You. However, his
performance lasted barely a
minute before a police officer
disconnected the speakers to
stop his performance.

According to the police, the

event was stopped midway be-
cause no prior permission had
been sought for the performance.

Sheeran, a four-time Grammy
Award winner who has sold mil-
lions of albums worldwide, is in
Bengaluru for two concerts
scheduled at NICE Grounds in
Madavara. He performed on
Saturday evening and has an-
other show planned for Sunday.

The incident quickly went
viral on social media, with
some users criticising the po-
lice for interrupting the per-
formance. “A police officer
pulled the plug when Ed
Sheeran surprised everyone on
Church Street,” wrote one user,
sharing a video of the incident.
Known for hit songs such as
Shape of You, Thinking Out
Loud, Perfect, and Castle on the
Hill, the pop and soft-rock icon
is touring India from January 30
to February 15

‘Will continue fight: R G Kar
victim’s kin on her birthday

TANUSREE BOSE
KOLKATA, FEBRUARY 9

“WHEN SHE was a student, she
would always tell me to make
payasam (rice-milk pudding) for
her. I can never make that
again,” says the mother of the
junior doctor who was raped
and killed at the state-run RG
Kar hospital in Kolkata last

August. On Sunday, February 9,
she would have turned 32.
Sitting in her near-empty room,
the mother, in tears, says they
have no other reason to live ex-
cept to fight for justice. “The cul-
prits are still roaming around
freely and some are still in the
hospital... We will continue our
fight for justice till the end.
There is no other reason for us
tolive,” she says.

Dhaka: India remarks
on razing of Mujibur
house unwarranted’

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
DHAKA, FEBRUARY 9

ASSERTING THAT the demoli-
tion of the residence of
Bangladesh founder Sheikh
Mujibur Rahmanis the country's
internal matter, the interim gov-
ernment on Sunday said India's
remarks on the incident was
"unexpected and unwarranted".

Thousands of protesters on
Wednesday last set fire to the 32
Dhanmondi residence of
Rahman in Dhaka. Rahman had
spearheaded the country's auton-
omy movement and independ-
ence struggle from this residence,
which was later transformed into
a memorial. This historic resi-
dence was where Rahman pro-
claimed Bangladesh’s independ-
ence from Pakistan in 1971.

India on Thursday voiced an-
guish over the destruction of the
historic residence and said the
“act of vandalism” should be
strongly condemned.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesman Randhir Jaiswal had
said: “Itisregrettable that the his-
toric residence of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, a symbol of the heroic
resistance of the people of
Bangladesh against the forces of
occupation and oppression, was
destroyed on February 5. All those
who value the freedom struggle
that nurtured Banglaidentity and
pride are aware of the importance
of this residence for the national
consciousness of Bangladesh.”

Reacting to India’s remarks,
the Bangladesh foreign ministry
Sunday said the incident at
Dhanmondi 32 pertains to the
country’s internal affairs, state-
run BSS news agency reported.

“A statement from India's
Ministry of External Affairs on
this matter, issued on February 6,
2025, has come to the attention
of the interim government. Such
remarks from India’s foreign

The residence of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman on Friday,
after it was demolished. AP

ministry on Bangladesh’s inter-
nal affairs are unexpected and
unwarranted,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mohammad
Rafiqul Alam was quoted as say-
ing by BSS. “Bangladesh does not
officially comment on the inter-
nal affairs of any state, and it ex-
pects the same level of conduct
from others,” he said.

The interim government led
by Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus has blamed deposed pre-
mier Sheikh Hasina’s “provoca-
tive” speech for sparking “unin-
tended and unexpected”
violence in Bangladesh.

In a statement on Thursday,
the Chief Adviser’s office said the
demolition of Rahman’sresidence
was “unintended and unex-
pected”, but added that the van-
dalism was the “outburst of pub-
lic anger created due to Hasina’s
provocative statements” against
the July uprising from India.

“The government hopes that
India will not allow its territory
to be used for destabilising pur-
posesin Bangladesh and will not
allow Sheikh Hasina to speak.
The interim government does
not want such incidents to hap-
pen again in the future,” it read.

Alam said ousted PM Hasina,
while staying in India, has been
making political statements that
are not received well by the peo-
ple of Bangladesh.
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DECODE POLITICS: LOKNITI-CSDS SURVEY

ow Delhi voted: The pivotal issues, leaders

For almost half of Delhi’s voters, Prime Minister Narendra Modi was the national leader who most influenced their voting decision. Praveen Khanna

In AAP-BJP capital face-off, what mattered
more to voters: party or CM candidate?

Findings of the Lokniti-CSDS Survey show that the party, as represented by its leadership, was a key factor for BJP
and AAP voters. Only a handful of respondents referred to the CM candidate as a key factor influencing their choice

SPECIAL TO THE

EXPRESS

SANDEEP SHASTRI

IN THE run-up to the Delhi
Assembly elections, the BJP did
not declare a chief ministerial
candidate. It kept the focus on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the “face” of its campaign, seek-
ing votes on the promise of the
“Modi guarantees”. For the AAP,
the electoral campaign and strat-
egy revolved around the persona
of Arvind Kejriwal.

The Lokniti-CSDS Survey
conducted around the time of
the elections indicates that for a
majority of the respondents
(57%), the party was the most
critical consideration when de-
ciding whom to vote for. Close to
one-third of the respondents
(32%) mentioned the candidate
as being the key factor behind
their voting decision. A handful

TABLET:MOST
IMPORTANT
CONSIDERATION
WHILE VOTING

Party 57
Candidates 32
CM candidate 4

Note: Figuresin percent.

Respondents

Overall

Among voters of BJP, allies
Among AAP voters
Among Congress voters

TABLE 2: VOTERS’ TOP PICKS FOR CHIEF MINISTER

CM face
Arvind Kejriwal
Any other leader from AAP
Leaders from BJP
Leaders from Congress
Others

Note: Figures in percent. Rest did not respond

Narendra Modi Arvind Kejriwal Rahul Gandhi
44 33 5
85 3 1
8 72 2
10 6 61

Note: Figures in percent. Rest did not respond or said none of them

TABLE 3: WHICH NATIONAL LEADER MOST INFLUENCED YOUR VOTE?

Share of respondents
39
4
37
5
3

Source: Lokniti-CSDS

of the respondents referred to
the CM candidate as a key factor
influencing their voting choice
(Table 1).

Asked about their preferred
CM choice (without any names
being suggested) close to four of

every ten (39%) mentioned
Kejriwal. In contrast, 31% of re-
spondents indicated they would
support anyone from the BJP,
while 6% named specific BJP
leaders (see Table 2). It is clear
that Kejriwal found favour with

The methodology behind
the Lokniti-CSDS Survey

Arepresentative section of 3,137 voters in the Capital was
interviewed across 28 constituencies and 140 polling stations

SANDEEP SHASTRI,
SANJAY KUMAR &
SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THE FINDINGS presented here
are from the Delhi Assembly
Election Study 2025, conducted
by the Lokniti programme of
the Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS),
Delhi. The survey was con-
ducted between January 29,
2025 to February 6,2025. A to-
tal of 3,137 respondents were
interviewed across 28
Assembly constituencies (ACs)
and 140 polling stations (PSs)
across Delhi’s 70 constituencies.
A multi-stage random
sampling was used for sample
selection. This procedure en-
sures that the selected sample
is fully representative of the
cross-section of voters in the
state. The ACs where the sur-
vey was conducted were ran-
domly selected using the
probability proportional to
size method (adjusting the
probability of choosing a par-
ticular constituency according
to the size of its electorate).
Thereafter, five polling sta-
tions were selected from
within each of the sampled

SOCIAL PROFILE OF SAMPLE ACHIEVED
Group Census 2011 Survey Estimates
Female 46.5 41.8
Hindu 81.7 794
Muslim 129 16.2
Sikh 34 25
Others 2 19
SC 16.6 183
Note: Figures in percent; Source: Lokniti-CSDS

ACs using the systematic ran-
dom sampling method.
Finally, 22 respondents were
interviewed from each polling
station using a random walk
procedure. To ensure equal
representation of gender and
age groups, a pre-decided
quotawas set, and field inves-
tigators were instructed to fol-
low the assigned quota while
conducting interviews.

Once we identified our
sample, trained field investi-
gators were sent to the field to
conduct face-to-face inter-
views using a pre-designed
mobile app. The questionnaire
for the survey was translated
into Hindi.

Though the sampleis rela-
tively small, the total number

of voters interviewed is repre-
sentative of the social compo-
sition of Delhi (see table). In
order to make corrections for
the under- representation of
any social groups, weights
have been applied. Weights
were also applied based on the
actual results.

Sandeep Shastri is
Director-Academics, NITTE
Education Trust, and National
Coordinator of the Lokniti
Network; Sanjay Kumar is
Professor and Co-director
Lokniti-CSDS; and Suhas
Palshikar teaches political sci-
ence, is chief editor of the jour-
nal Studies in Indian Politics,
and is a columnist for The
Indian Express

his party supporters while those
backing the BJP opted for any
leader from the party.

More than eight of every 10
respondents who voted for the
BJP (85%) stated the influence of
PM Modi on their choice.

Similarly, three-fourths of those
who voted for the AAP (72%)
stated that Kejriwal influenced
their voting choice (Table 3).
Thus, the impact of both Modi
and Kejriwal is evident in influ-
encing the voting decisions of BJP
and AAP supporters, respectively.

At the end of the day, for BJP
voters, Modi's leadership and the
party holding out guarantees in
his name appeared to be key fac-
tors that swung the vote in the
party’s favour. In the case of the
AAP, the presence of Kejriwal ap-
peared to be a key factor in en-
couraging voters to choose it.

Inimportant ways, Modi rep-
resented the party for BJP voters
as did Kejriwal for AAP voters.
This is in consonance with the
opening argument that the
party, asrepresented by its lead-
ership, was a key factor for both
BJP and AAP voters.

Shastriis Director-Academics,
NITTE Education Trust, and the
National Coordinator of the
Lokniti Network

‘Sheesh Mahal’ shows
mirror to AAP; on ‘liquor
scam’, opinion more split

TABLE1:DIVIDEDPERCEPTIONS TABLE2: DIDKEJRIWALSQUANDER
ONARRESTOF AAPLEADERS MONEY ONRESTORATIONOFCM'S
Opinion Share of RES'DENCE’
respondents s

AAP leaders are corrupt Opinion r esSh(?rl;flgnit s
and arresting them was . P
arightdecision 37 Kejriwal has

g unnecessarily spent
Central government money on restoration 40
.has trapped AAP leaders Needed restoration,
in false cases 36 BJPis making a mountain
Not aware of the cases 12 out of amolehill 36
Note: Figuresin percent. Rest did not respond Note: Figuresin percent. Rest did not respond

TABLE 3: VOTERS’ PERCEPTION OF AAP GOVT AND IMPACT ON VOTE CHOICE

How corruptis Overall Voted Voted Voted
AAP government? for BJP, allies for AAP for Congress
Alot 28 85 7 5
Somewhat 37 46 43 9

Not much 12 19 75 4
Notatall 15 9 85 5

Note: Figures in percent. Rest did not respond

Source: Lokniti-CSDS

Over one-third agreed AAP leaders were corrupt, arrests justified.
But another one-third felt the Centre ‘trapped’ them in false cases

DEVESHKUMAR &
KISHAN GOPAL SHARMA

IF THE BJP secured an emphatic
victory in Delhi riding on a strong
anti-incumbency sentimentand
promising better governance, the
AAP, which emerged from the
throes of an anti-corruption
movement, appears to have suf-
fered to a great extent on account
of allegations of corruption.

The Lokniti-CSDS Survey,
measuring the public perception
of corruption and its influence on
voting decisions, found that about
a quarter of the voters opposed
giving the AAP government an-
other chance as they felt corrup-
tion had worsened in the state.

Two specific controversies
seem to have contributed in fu-
elling this perception: the al-
leged liquor policy case and the
controversial spending on the
CM'’s residence (dubbed by the
BJP as ‘Sheesh Mahal’). Both
were key aspects of the corrup-
tion campaign against the AAP
by the BJP.

At the same time, while the
liquor scam may have dented
the AAP’s credibility, the public
opinion on the arrest of its top
leaders was divided. Over one-
thirds (37%) of the surveyed vot-

Amodel of ‘Sheesh Mahal',
the CM’sresidence, used in
BJP’s campaign. Praveen Khanna

ers agreed that AAP leaders
were indeed corrupt and their
arrests were justified, but an-
other one-thirds (36%) felt the
Central government unfairly
“trapped” the AAP leaders in
false cases (Table 1).

The allegations about “mis-
appropriating” and “squander-
ing of public funds” for restoring
the CM'’s residence appear to
have struck a deeper chord. Four
in every 10 surveyed respon-
dents said that public money
was spent on unnecessary ren-
ovations, compared to one-
thirds (34%) who believed that
the restoration was justified
(Table 2).

Most importantly, these nar-
ratives were not only powerful
in painting a grim picture of cor-
ruption but also contributed to
the BJP'semphatic victory. When
asked, two-thirds of the sur-
veyed voters said the AAP gov-
ernment was corrupt, with a
quarter strongly believing it.
Among those who believed the
AAP was highly corrupt, an over-
whelming majority (85%) said
they voted for the BJP.

However, one-fourth of the
surveyed voters maintained that
the AAP was not corrupt, and
they overwhelmingly supported
the incumbent party (Table 3).

Overall, the BJP’s persistent
allegations of corruption linked
to the liquor policy and charges
of extravagant spending on the
CM’s residence seem to have
evoked a strong response,
enough to shake people’s faith
and trustin the AAP government.

The sentiment that the AAP’s
leadership had deviated fromits
original ethos of simplicity, ac-
countability and clean gover-
nance resulted, as a natural
corollary, in voters seeking to
place trust in the available alter-
native — the BJP.

Kumar and Sharma are
researchers at Lokniti-CSDS

What moved voters: Welfare schemes low
on priority list; inflation, jobs main concerns

The BJP and its allies got the vote of those
concerned about corruption (76%), lack of
development (59%) and cleanliness (46%)

JYOTIMISHRA

THE DELHI Assembly polls under-
scored the centrality of gover-
nance and development-related
issues in shaping voter prefer-
ences and the electoral outcome.

While a range of concerns —
from price rise and unemploy-
ment to cleanliness and corrup-
tion — was evident, governance
and development were the pre-
dominant factors influencing vot-
ing. The result reflected a prefer-
ence for the party that effectively
addressed these issues in their
campaign. Despite the Aam
Aadmi Party’s (AAP) emphasison
development and its promise of
good governance, voter dissatis-
faction was evident, with a signif-
icant proportion of the electorate
perceiving shortcomings in the
party’s governance record.

Voter concerns in Delhi ex-
tended beyond economicdistress
to encompass broader issues of
governance and civic amenities.
According to a Lokniti-CSDS
Survey, while unemployment
was a key concern for one-fifth of
the voters, issues such as cleanli-
ness (15%) and lack of develop-
ment (11%) also featured promi-

nently, along with pricerise (10%).
Corruption, a major focus of
the BJP’s campaign against AAP
leaders, was cited by 7% of voters.
The non-availability of drinking
water has consistently remained
one of the critical concerns for
Delhivoters. Although the incum-
bent party frequently highlighted
its success in providing safe drink-
ingwater, 7% of respondentsiden-
tified this issue in an open-ended
question. Asmall but notable seg-
ment (4%) expressed a desire for
change in government. The AAP
government’s education and wel-
fareinitiatives received compara-
tively limited attention, with only
3%ofvoterscitingeach of themas
decisive factors (Table 1).

When voters were directly
asked about the impact of differ-
entissues on their vote choices, a
substantial majority viewed gov-
ernance and quality of life issues
as critical. Almost nine out of 10
voters identified cleanliness as a
major concern, highlighting a gap
between the promises and per-
ceived performance of the AAP.
Concerns suchas women’s safety
(87%), education (86%), drinking
water (86%), and air pollution
(85%)were also regarded as highly
important. In contrast, religion

TABLE1: KEY ISSUES TABLE 2: HOW IMPORTANT WERE THESE
FOR DELHIVOTERS ELECTORALISSUES?
Issue Share of Issue Alot | Somewhat| Not | Not
respondents much | atall

Unemployment 20 Cleanliness 92 6 1 <1
Cleanliness 15 Safety of women 87 9 2 1
Lackofdevelopment 11 Drinkin_gwater ;?roblem 86 9 3 2
Pricerise 10 Education of children 86 8 3 1

- Air pollution 85 10 3 1
Corruption 7 Health services 85 1 3 1
Drinking water problem 7 Cleaning of Yamuna 81 13 4 2
Safety of women 4 Protection of myreligion| 61 15 10 | 12
Changing the Note: Figures in percent. Rest did not respond
government 4 | TABLE3:TOP5ISSUES BY VOTE CHOICE
Reforms in education Issue Voted | Voted Voted
system 3 for BJP+ | for AAP | for Congress
Welfare schemes of Unemployment 35 55 7
Delhi government 3 Cleanliness 46 43 8
Water logging Lackof development | 59 33 7
problem 3 Price rise 41 52 6
Other issues n Corruption 76 18 4
Note: Figuresin percent Note: Figuresin percent. Rest stated otherissues ~ Source: Lokniti-CSDS

ranked lower in priority, with
three in five (61%) respondents
considering it a significant factor
in their voting decision (Table 2).

This prioritisation of issues
translated into patterns of parti-
san support. The AAPretained an
advantage among those prioritis-
ing unemployment (55%) and
price rise (52%) whereas the BJP

garnered substantial backing from
voters concerned with corruption
(76%),1ack of development (59%),
and cleanliness (46%) (Table 3).
The results reinforced the sig-
nificance of issue-based voting in
Delhi’s political landscape. While
the AAP maintained support
among those affected by eco-
nomic challenges and inflation,

the BJP effectively mobilised voter
sentiment by focusing its cam-
paign on governance, corruption,
and development. The Congress’s
inability toarticulate acompelling
policy agenda further contributed
toits political marginalisation.

Mishra is a Research Associate
at Lokniti-CSDS
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Five booked for hate
speeches, assaulting
Dehradun shopkeepers

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, FEBRUARY 9

AT LEAST five members of a lit-
tle-known outfit have been
booked for allegedly delivering
provocative speeches urging lo-
calsto evict Muslim tenants, and
assaulting shopkeepers in
Dehradun, police said on Sunday.

As per the FIR filed against
members of Kali Sena, the inci-
dent took place on February 4
when a group of 50-60 people
held a public gathering in
Nathuwalalocality around 11 am
to protest against the sexual
abuse of aminor the previous day.

“During this gathering, they
incited people, giving a commu-
nal angle to (the case) and deliv-
ering provocative speeches, urg-
ing locals to assault and evict
tenants from other communities
living or running businesses in the
area,” the FIR states. “They then
marched from Nathuwawala to
Donali while vandalising sign-
boards and banners of shops
owned by individuals from other
communities.”

On February 5, around 4.30
pm, the outfit members used so-
cial media to organise another
public gathering at Donali

Trijunction, where they gathered
locals and provoked them. “They
threatened landlords and shop
owners to evict tenants from
other communities immedi-
ately, stating that if not done
within seven days, they would
forcibly remove them,” said the
FIR filed on the complaint of sub-
inspector Sanjay Rawat, in-
charge of Balawala Outpost.

Later the same day, they
forcibly evicted Muslim vendors
from the weekly bazaar near the
primary school in Lower
Tunwala. They allegedly de-
clared the market as “Sanatani”.

“They also verbally abused
and assaulted vendors from
other communities, warning
them against setting up shops in
the future and threatening to kill
them if they returned...
Additionally, several videos
were made in which inflamma-
tory speeches were recorded,”
the FIR stated.

It said that the provocative
speeches created communal
tension in the area. The FIR
named Bhupesh Joshi and his
associates Vaibhav Panwar,
Ajay Captain, Acharya Vipul
Bangwal and Rajendra Singh
Negi, a retired Army man, and
others as accused

CELEBRATORY GLOW

Savitribai Phule Pune University’s main building is lit up on Sunday for the occasion of its 76th anniversary celebrated on

February 10. Express

MP dam project could
submerge critical tiger

corridor, says NTCA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

THE NATIONAL Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)
has warned that the construc-
tion of the Morand-Ganjal
Irrigation Project in Madhya
Pradesh could submerge
forested areas used by tigers to
move between reserves and has
strongly recommended explor-
ing alternative sites, government
records show.

The Environment Ministry's
Forest Advisory Committee
(FAC)discussed a proposal to di-
vert 2,250.05 hectares of forest
land for the projectin a meeting
on January 27.

The project involves building
two dams on the Morand and
Ganjal rivers to improve irriga-
tion in Hoshangabad, Betul,
Harda, and Khandwa districts of
the state.

According to the project pro-
posal, the construction of the
dams and related infrastructure
will displace 644 families, in-
cluding 604 tribal families, who

rely on the forest for their liveli-
hood. Over seven lakh trees will
be affected at full reservoir level,
with 5.75 lakh trees marked for
felling.

The regionis home to endan-
gered species such as leopards,
wolves, wild dogs, hyenas, and
several herbivores. The habitat
loss could have severe ecological
consequences, the FAC noted.

It has recommended that a
sub-committee conduct a site
inspection before making a de-
cision. The sub-committee will
include representatives from
the environment ministry,
NTCA, and soil conservation ex-
perts.

According to the minutes of
the meeting, the NTCA has
warned that the project could
destroy a crucial tiger corridor
between the Satpura and
Melghat Tiger Reserves and
pose a threat to other wildlife

and biodiversity.
The NTCA's analysis, based
on the National Tiger

Estimation 2022, shows that
the project site is part of a crit-
ical tiger-occupied habitat.

How security forces made big gains against Maoists

JAYPRAKASH S NAIDU
RAIPUR, FEBRUARY 9

POLITICALWILL and a vast net of
forward base camps that act as
launchpads for action deep in-
side the jungles of Chhattisgarh’s
Maoist-affected Bastar region
are major reasons behind the
large number of anti-Maoist op-
erations and rising Maoist casu-
altiesin the state since late 2023,
senior officials told The Indian
Express.

After the killing of 31 Maoists
in an encounter at Indravati
National Park in Bijapur district
on Sunday took the total num-
ber of them killed in
Chhattisgarh to 81 already this
year, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah reiterated his promise of
eradicating Left-wing extrem-
ism (LWE) in the country by
March 2026. Two security forces
personnel were also killed in
Sunday’s gunfight.

Ever since December 2023,

Victim’s family
alleges police
inaction in Agra
custodial death
as no FIR yet

AMIT SHARMA
MEERUT, FEBRUARY 9

when the BJP government of
Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai
came to power in Chhattisgarh,
there has been a spurt in anti-
Maoist operations and encoun-
ters. Last year, 207 Maoists were
killed in encounters, making it
the year with the highest Maoist
casualties since the formation of
the state.

Chhattisgarh’s former
Additional Director General of
Police (Naxal operations), RK Vij
told The Indian Express, “First,
the political will of the central as
well as the state government is
on the same page, which has
helped the forces move forward
aggressively, making forward
camps filling up the security vac-
uumi in places like Abujhmad (an
unsurveyed area larger than the
state of Goa) and south Bastar,
which were considered to be
safe havens for Maoists. These
camps are not only restricting
the movement of Maoists, but
are also helping forces to con-
duct major operations.”

Weapons seized from the Maoists following the encounter
atIndravati National Park in Bijapur, Sunday. Express

“Moreover, the Niyad
Nellanar scheme, where basic
amenities are being provided to
villagers from these camps, is
sending a positive message to lo-
cal residents,” Vij said.

There has been a major rise
in the number of forward base
camps in recent months. These

camps enable road construction
work deepinside jungles and the
installation of mobile tower net-
works. This has helped in ending
the security vacuum and shrink-
ing areas that were influenced
by Maoists for over four decades,
officials said.

Just this year, four police

How a 26-year-old man conned
thousands in Kerala with scheme
involving NGOs and politicians

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
FEBRUARY 9

THEFAMILY of a 52-year-old man,
who died in police custody at
Garhi Hisia village of Agra district
onFebruary 7, hasaccused the po-
lice of inaction as no FIR has been
registered in the matter yet.

This comes even as three sub-
inspectors (SIs), including the in-
charge of the the local police out-
post where the victim, Kedar
Singh, 52, a small-time grain mill
owner, was taken, were sus-
pended and the station house of-
ficer (SHO) of the jurisdictional
police station was transferred to
the Police Lines following a protest
by locals the same day.

A departmental inquiry was
also initiated against them.The
family in its complaint had de-
manded that the officials re-
sponsible for Singh's death be
charged with murder. Singh was
summoned to the Kabis police
outpost in connection with a for-
gery case in which he was a wit-
ness, according to the police.

The officer in-charge of the
Dauki police station was sent to
the Police Lines over alleged neg-
ligence in duty. The suspended
SIs are Kabis police outpost in-
charge Sidharth Chaudhary;
Shivmanagal Singh, the investi-
gating officer (10) in the forgery
case and Ram Sevak.

Devendra Singh, the eldest
son of the deceased, said, “We
were told by the police to file a
complaint, which we have done
twice. The officers are delaying
the FIR, even though their pri-
mary responsibility should be to
ensure justice for the family.”

“Our father was merely a wit-
nessin the case. He was brutally
beaten up. Once at the outpost,
the police continued to assault
him while stuffing his mouth
with a cloth,” said Gajendra
Singh, the younger son of the de-

ceased.

SCOOTERS, LAPTOPS and home
appliances at half price - this
was the offer from the National
NGO Confederation, floated by
26-year-old Ananthu Krishna
from Kerala.

Thousands signed up for the
scheme and made payments,
but with last week’s arrest of
Krishna, the “national coordina-
tor” of the NGO confederation, it
has unravelled as a multi-crore
fraud, police sources said.

As per the sources, the confed-
eration was floated in 2022 by
bringing around 170 local NGOs
together. The idea was that
through these NGOs, the confed-
eration would collect corporate so-
cialresponsibility (CSR) funds from
companies to cover half the cost of
products that would be offered to
those who avail the scheme.

Krishna was arrested by
Ernakulam Rural Police following
complaints from multiple people
who signed up for the scheme.
After his arrest, police stations
across Kerala, particularly in the
north of the state, have been
flooded with similar complaints,
many of them from women.

Prominent figures, including
a retired High Court judge and
the executive director of a
prominent NGO, who were part
of the confederation, were
among those named as accused
in cases filed in connection with
the scam.

On Sunday, while being
taken for evidence collection,
Krishna told reporters that he
had “given money to political
leaders”.

As per police sources, Krishna
had taken money from around
30,000 applicants and putitinto
around two dozen bank ac-
counts.

“After verifying the details,
we have so far registered around

100 cases with a reported loss of
%60 crore. Prima facie, the money
involved in the fraud is esti-
mated to beI400-500 crore,” an
officer of Ernakulam Rural Police
said.

The scheme

The confederation offered
scooters worth 1.20 lakh at
60,000, and laptops worth
360,000 at330,000. There were
also similar schemes for home
appliances. The rest of the MRP
was promised to be met from
the CSR fund, which the NGO
confederation would bringin. An
applicant had to pay half the
price of the products as well as a
registration fee of I500.

Some of the early applicants
were actually given two-wheel-
ers and laptops at the promised
prices. “This was to win over the
confidence of the public and at-
tract more applicants. There was
no CSR fund from anywhere. The
full market price of the offered
products, which were delivered
initially, were entirely met from
the initial amounts pooled from
various applicants. Besides, he
(Krishna) also pocketed com-
mission for bulk purchase of
scooters and gadgets,” the offi-
cersaid.

The distribution of the gadg-
ets were mega events attended
by MLAs, other politicians, and
senior police officers. Krishna
brandished photos in which he
was flanked by celebrities and
prominent figures. When com-
plaints started to trickle in after
he failed to deliver the promised
products, Krishna settled the is-
sue by returning the money of
several applicants. However,
complaints continued to mount,
leading to police action.

Modus operandi

The modus operandi of the
NGO confederation was as fol-
lows: Krishna floated the con-
federation, in which around 170
NGOs from across Kerala were

enrolled, in 2022. He had a few
NGOs in his name, registered in
different parts of the state. The
confederation deputed entities
at block level to canvass people
for the scheme and bringin local
politicians and social workers.
[UML legislator Najeeb
Kanthapuram had applied for
laptops for distribution among
the public through his NGO
Mudra Charitable Foundation.
However, after the promised lap-
tops failed to reach the appli-
cants, a few of them filed com-
plaints against the MLA, who is
also now facing a police case.
Kanthapuram said, “The
NGO confederation had col-
lected X1.80 crore through my
foundation for the laptops. I am
a victim of the racket. I trusted
the confederation after seeing
that state Education Minister V
Sivankutty inaugurated a func-
tion of the confederation. If the
amount cannot be retrieved
from the confederation, I will
find ways to pay back the money
collected from the applicants.”

Man behind the
scheme

Krishna, a graduate, is a na-
tive of Kudayathoor in Idukki
district. Kudayathoor panchayat
member C S Sreejith said,
“Ananthu (Krishna) has the gift
of the gab... He uses all of his re-
lationships to his advantage. He
has launched two NGOs on pa-
per — one named after Sardar
Patel and another after Abdul
Kalam. Both had their offices
listed at Kudayathoor.”

Krishna’s father is a carpen-
ter and mother a worker at the
state civil supplies corporation.

“After he floated the NGO, his
growth was visible. He bought
land and moved around in costly
cars. He distributed scooters and
laptops in our village also. At the
same time, we have com-
plainants who were cheated,”
said Sreejith.

camps have come up deep inside
Narayanpur and Bijapur districts
inBastar division. As per govern-
ment data, in the six years be-
tween 2019 and 2024, a total of
100 police camps have come up
inBastar region, out of which 30
were erected last year.

The number of Maoists ar-
rested or surrendered have also
seenamajor rise in recent times
—from428 arrestsin 2023 to 837
in 2024, and from 398 surren-
dersin 2023 to 802 in 2024.

“These surrendered and ar-
rested Naxals provide forces
with a lot of intelligence inputs
on movement of Maoists and
identification of active militia
members in villages and the
roles they play in the organisa-
tion,” said an official.

Sundarraj P, Inspector
General of Police for Bastar
Range, told The Indian Express
that better coordination be-
tween the different anti-Maoist
forces have made a big differ-
ence.

“Like last year, we are contin-
uing our inter-district and multi-
force operations. All our opera-
tions were multi-force
operations involving the special
forces like DRG, STF, Bastar
Fighters, CRPF, BSF, ITBP, SSB, and
CAF... The recent deployment
were helpful in addressing the
security vacuum and enhancing
our operational reach in the erst-
while Maoist stronghold areas.
But the difference maker has
been our coordination, which
has improved. We have learned
a lot from our previous experi-
ences,” he said.

He also said there were im-
provements recently in the tac-
tics used by the security forces

. “For security reasons, we
can'tdisclose much, but there is
aremarkable improvement and
improvisation in our field fight-
ing tactics and strategy. We have
tried to rectify the shortcomings
from previous seasons and
adopted quick-to-the-ground re-
quirements,” he said.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER
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BORDER SECURITY FORCE
CT JANSHI RAM MEENA

01.04.1968 - 10.02.1995

TP

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting militants in Zaina Kadal area, Srinagar (J&K)

-

CT CHANDAN SINGH
25.05.1969 - 10.02.2003
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting militants in Pallel area, Manipur.

CT MANZOOR AHMED
02.03.1972 - 10.02.1995
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
_~ brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
e o I fighting militants in Zaina Kadal area, Srinagar (J&K)

CT BHANGI LAXMAN BHAI
01.06.1977 - 10.02.2003
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while

Mfighting militants in Pallel area, Manipur.
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HC DHARAM PAL
04.08.1947 - 10.02.2003
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
o I fighting militants in Pallel area, Manipur.

SH RAJESH SHARAN, 2IC, PMG
19.11.1969 - 10.02.2012
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
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fighting naxals in Malkangiri area, Odisha.

SH JEEWAN RAM KHASWAN, COMDT, PMG
05.10.1966 - 10.02.2012
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting naxals in Malkangiri area, Odisha.

INSP ASHOK KUMAR YADAV
01.07.1978 - 10.02.2012
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting naxals in Malkangiri area, Odisha.

-
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ASI/RM JITENDRA KUMAR
10.06.1978 - 10.02.2012
Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
= fmy~3 brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
r fighting naxals in Malkangiri area, Odisha.

™

CT GAMIT SANJAY KUMAR
01.06.1978- 10.02.2003

Bordermen Salute and proudly remember today their
brave comrade, who made supreme sacrifice while
fighting militants in Pallel area, Manipur.

| Manipur.

CT ROBERT
09.03.1978 - 10.02.2003
8 Bordermen Salute and proudly remember
" today their brave comrade, who made supreme
sacrifice while fighting militants in Pallel area,

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

17 Sep 68 -10 Feb 07
"To live in the hearts of those we love is never to die"
Eighteen years back you left us.
You were taken so early, it was far too soon to say
Good Bye. Missing you today & always.
Bl Deeply remembered by entire family of 14
=1 : MAHAR
24 The gallant and fearless officer led a two directional
advance on 10 Feb 2007 & flushed out the dreaded

t Col Paras
Mehra s T . . .
militants hiding in a village in Manipur (OP HIFAZAT),

where he laid down his life in true traditions of the Indian Army.

INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE (ITBP)
10 February 2025

ITBP salutes its braveheart Head Constable
Ram Niwas Meena of 7th Battalion, who made
the supreme sacrifice in the line of duty on this day
in Jammu & Kashmir in 2005.

Resident of : Vill.- Saroop Sarai, Distt.- Alwar
(Rajasthan)

=l

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE
10 February 2003

Shaheed Shaheed Shaheed Shaheed
Constable Constable Constable Constable
Mohammad Azim| | Malkiat Singh | |Gurmeet Singh S.K.Mishra
22 Bn 22 Bn 22 Bn 22 Bn
7-5-1966 To 15-10-1969 To 30-4-1971 To 4-5-1969 To
10-2-2003 10-2-2003 10-2-2003 10-2-2003

Deployed for anti-Maoist operations, 22 Battalion
- |of CRPF launched an offensive on 10 February
2003, after Maoists ambushed a CRPF party,
injuring several personnel. As the troops
advanced, Maoists detonated IEDs and opened
heavy fire, targeting a CRPF vehicle and injuring
I _lits occupants. Despite injuries, the troops
Shaheed  |retaliated fiercely, preventing Maoists from looting
Constable  |weapons. In the intense battle, five bravehearts
Suresh Kumar |attained martyrdom that day, while one
22 Bn succumbed the next, ensuring the enemy's retreat.
24-6-1973 To | Their valor and sacrifice remain etched in the
10-2-2003 | phation's memory.
10 February 2020
In a bold move to encircle Maoist
strongholds in the dense Pamed
forests, a large-scale Operation
—. —|Lakshay’ was launched on 9
\ (February 2020, involving troops
1

from 201, 204, 206, 208, and 151
Battalions of CRPE As forces
advanced in a coordinated assault,

Shahee(li

Shaheed

Qonstable Constable  |the Maoists, caught off guard,
Vikas Kumar Purnanand - |hagtily set up an ambush. Near the
210; 51,3 1119(;%31[5[\ 224531119(9:3?]?1,“ target area, 204 CoBRA troops

6- ° . o '

10-2-2020 10-2.2020 |came under heavy fire from

well-entrenched Maoists.
Unfazed, the troops countered with exceptional battle acumen,
swiftly retaliating with a precise fusillade. Overwhelmed and
suffering heavy casualties, the Maoists fled, abandoning the body
of a fallen cadre. In this fierce encounter, HC/GD Ajeet Singh,
Constable Vikas Kumar, and Constable Purnanand sustained
grievous injuries and were evacuated for treatment. Constable
Vikas Kumar and Constable Purnanand attained martyrdom on 10
February 2020, while HC Ajeet Singh made the supreme sacrifice
on 18 February 2020. For their extraordinary bravery and devotion
to duty, all three bravehearts were posthumously awarded the
Shaurya Chakra. The nation will forever remain indebted to them
and their families.

Shaheed Head 10 February 2006
Constable |During a mass protest in Lazum
Krishna Pal |Pathar, Tinsukia, 39 Battalion of CRPF
39 Bn was deployed alongside state police
15-5-1963 To |to maintain order. Amidst the chaos,
10-2-2006 |militants hiding in paddy fields
opened fire, prompting a swift

retaliation from CRPE In the exchange, HC Krishna Pal sustained
fatal injuries but continued fighting valiantly. The braveheart later
succumbed to his injuries, upholding the highest traditions of
courage and sacrifice.

Shaheed 10 February 1996
Constable |Deployed in Manipur for law and
Balender |order duties, 36 Battalion of CRPF
Kumar Singh |conducted area domination in Imphal

36 Bn  |when insurgents launched an
1-7-1969 To |ambush. Ct. Balender Kumar Singh,
10-2-1996 leading his section, sustained

grievous injuries in the initial attack but continued to fight
alongside his men, forcing the militants to retreat. He later
succumbed to his injuries, making the supreme sacrifice. His
unwavering courage and dedication remain an enduring inspiration.

Shaheed 10 February 1991
Cor?stzeble On this day, 77 Battalion of CRPF
Shri Krishan |l@unched an operation in Nagarmal

77 Bn Bagh, Srinagar, following specific

| 20-12-1963 To |intelligence on terrorist presence. As
10-2-1991 |the troops advanced, terrorists

] opened indiscriminate fire. Ct. Shri
Krishan, undeterred by the enemy’s advantage, bravely retaliated
and pressed forward with unwavering determination. Despite
sustaining bullet injuries, he fought valiantly before making the
supreme sacrifice. His indomitable courage and selfless devotion
remain etched in CRPF’s legacy of valor.
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CROSSWORD 5596

OVER THE HEDGE by Michael Fry & T Lewis

YOU'RE

DAY TODAY

BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)

. . H . . WHEN DID There’s an element
EEEEEE dEEE Al
YOUR LAST | § week begins, but
. . . . . CUP OF H nothing you can’t
COFFEE? i cope with. You should bide
HEEEE SNEEEN - Jourtime befoe acklng
E personal issues. Today is a
. . . y : useful moment for sorting out
NN E
E communicate your desires.
. . . H TAURUS (Apr 21 - May 21)
19 2 21 § There’s no
HENEEE JNiN Sibegtutefora
. . . . . good, long look at
.... ..-.. CALVIN & HOBBES by Bill Watterson factsmayc?rig‘{giﬁgﬁfg,ﬁs
soon which could totally alter
. . . . . THIS WHOLE BUSINESS ) ~NOT THAT | A PARAGON RIGHT / BUT SEE, THERE | LIKE KEEPING [ EXACTLN, yourway of looking ata
OF SANTA E&NWD\NGT#B' I HWE OF VIRTVE, ARE CERTAIN, THINGS A AN WNCONTINENT[ 1F T WAS particular person. It may
GOOD K\DS AND | o Z, ANNTHING THATS You. G000 K\D COULD Do THAT TOAD N YOUR | BEING RMSED now be too late to turn
NEGLECTING BAD % ' MIGHT LOOK BAD IN A MOMS SWEATER. | IN A BETTER whatever you find out to
ACROSS DOWN KIDS REALLY CERTAIN LIGHT, IF ONE DRAWER P | ENVIRONMENT, advantage in your career.
1 Flowers commemorating 1Endangered species in the BUGS ME. DIDNT CONSIDER AL THE T WOULDNT GEMINI (May 22 - June 21)
damage in the war (6) country we hear (6) MITIGATING CIRCOMSTANCES . ( ng DO THINGS It's not always easy
4 A pinned-on decoration (6) 2 Compel payment to be £ . @ LIKE THAT, torelate to other
9 He's not paid to take precise(5) o people but partners
acompanion to the 3 0ld instrument needed as her ¥ and associates must
oldcity(7) boot is awkward (7) 3 \ Az take some of the responsibility
10 Crunchy crackers (5) 5 Were distracted about noon e é Oy forbeing out of sorts, or at
11 Start to penetrate (5) only to begin again (5) : : . least for behaving out of
— 6 Where incoming mail too is no ~ z —— o char_acter. Ifsomeone has been
12 A helpful shipping d 4 S~ P getting on your nerves then
line? (7) oubt welcome (7) T 125 y = hansit
. perhaps it’s because they
13 Dead tired? (3,2,6) Zoﬁgélgsr( gt)udy for the need your help.
ey asrandget 8sticing upforapotat MARVIN by Tom Armstrong CANCER (june 22 July 23
. insect? 'ou should soon
2oResearchputintomodel 4o hrewdy Thatsstrange(7) | > HOW DO You YOU HAVE TO GO TO \ H#sw> come torealisejust
22Figuresit’sonlyoneamong 15 Givenanincome, butatthe BECOME A COLLEGE AND GET A howaotrturzat;e' you
hundreds (5) finishwasin debt(7) TEACHER? LEARNER'S LICENSE are, but not this

23 No women around - it’s
heavenly (3,4)

24 Ambush a layabout in the
street (6)

25 Name of inventor noised
abroad (6)

16 A current boast about Polish
city (6)

17 Continue to lament the dead
being devoted (4,2)

19 Goddess of light? (5)
21 Observes appearances (5)

Solutions Crossword 5595 Across: 1Led back, 5 Micro, 8 Fruitless task, 9 Rolls, 10
Epergne, 11Redden, 12 Asides, 15 Leaflet, 17 Tally, 19 Philosophical, 20 Eagle, 21
Enlists Down: 1 Lifer, 2 Double-dealing, 3 Artiste, 4 Keeper, 5 Masse, 6 Changed
places, 7 Orkneys, 11 Relapse, 13 Satchel, 14 Strove, 16 Loose, 18 Yells

(/2075 by North America Syndicats. ise. Warld rights reserved.

week! Your principle
planetary pattern keeps
your feelings on a knife edge,
but then you're used to
performing emotional high-
wire acts. You might even
teach the rest of us about
handling relationships.

LEQ (July 24 - Aug 23)
Some kind of

@ commitment will

have to be made

afinancial
soon, but it looks as if you

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Helpful aspects
from the Moon
indicate that in the
ideal world you'd be

able to take the day off.

Realistically the best you can

dois try to infuse all routine

affairs with a little of your
unique creative flare. It's OK to
repay favours, but don't let
anyone exploit you.

SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov 23)
Family affairs
dominate your daily
cycles, sowill
doubtless require

attention, but what is very

much more important is that
you concentrate intensely on
unresolved questions,
gathering all the material
you need to make the

right decisions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec22)
Sometimes
everything seems
so straightforward;
you may even have

come to imagine that you

know what's going on. Well,
think again! Yet what seems
might look like complete
nonsense next week, so tread

CAPRICORN (Dec 23 - Jan 20)
Some alteration in

@ of your life is
inevitable within

pressure in this cycle is

building up now, and one of
monetary reward.

AQUARIUS (Jan 21 - Feb 19)
hopeful about the
outcome of all

and small. You must expect a

few mood swings, though,

like a cast-iron truth this week
cautiously.

the working pattern
the next few months. The
your major motives should be
@ You can afford to feel

events, both great
and you'll have to try to match

Pune (9520) 24269414.
0090361951-1

Pune Broilers Traders’
Association Rate On
10.02.2025 For Live Big
Birds Rs.110/- Live
TandooriBirds Rs.128/-
Momin Poultry (Asif
Momin) 26336349/
7798626754.

0090366292-1

Pimpri ChinchwadBroiler
TradersAssociation Rate
0On10.02.2025 For Live
Big Birds Rs.111/- Live
Small Birds Rs.128/-
Gawran Rs.215/- AL-
Taqdeer Food’s(Siraj
Shaikh) 9860025625.

0090364404-1

NECC suggested farm -
gate price for 100 eggs
0n 10.02.2025 in Pune
without tray is Rs.495/-
(four hundred ninety
five only) and Phone:
NECC: 24270724,
9970662588, Dealer:
9130089779, 24455130.

0090361955-1

MATRIMONIAL

MARRIAGE BUREAU

Kulkarni Matrimonial
Services For CA, MBA,
Doctors, Engineers,
Businessmen, Govt
Servants, Bankers, NRI,
Divorcee, Elite Profiles
Available. “Pavitravivah’
9892625606/ 8450914835.

0070934850-7

CLASSIFIEDS
PERSONAL

I have changed my name
from NAGARAI ZAMAN
HANIF to NAGARIYA
ZAMAN HANIF by
Affidavit no. 176/2025

0090369977-2

268360Y SUB GHADGE
DNUANDEO NIVARAUTTI
(Retd) R/O VPO-KOLKI,
TEHSIL-PHALTAN, DIST-
SATARA (MH),415523
have changed my name
from CHHAYA to
CHHAYA DNYANDEO
GHADAGE vide Affidavit
dated 07/02/2025 before
Notary Adv SARAK BAPU
B.at Phaltan

0040773238-1

I, Vidya Sudhir Karale
spouse of No 1586073M
Ex Hav Karale Sudhir
Murlidhar have changed
my name from Vidya
Sudhir Karale to Vidhya
Sudhir Karale & DOB
from 10/02/1982 to
21/05/1982 vide affidavit
No 279/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369984-4

I, VAISHALI, spouse of JC-
460701N SUB LAWAND
RAMESH VASANT (RETD)
R/0 VPO-KHATAV, TEH-
KHATAYV, DIST-SATARA
(MH), 415505 have
changed my name from
VAISHALI to VAISHALI
RAMESH LAWAND vide
Affidavit dated
03/02/2025 before
Notary Adv JN SAWANT
at Phaltan

0040773239-1

I, Surekha spouse of JC-
327404LEx Sub
Pendharkar Nandlal
Hiralal have changed my
name from Surekha to
Surekha Nandlal
Pendharkar vide
affidavit No 296/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369981-4

I, Sujata, spouse of No.
2787229L Rank: EXHAV,
Jagadale Dhanaji
Shankar, V/PO-
Shiravade, TAL. Karad,
DIST. Satara- 415115
have changed my name
from Sujata to Sujata
Dhanaji Jagadale
affidavit no- 769 dt.-
07/02/2025

0090369976-2

Shelar vide affidavit No
277/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369984-2

Shankar Bhintade vide
affidavit No 301/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369980-4

I, Shital spouse of No
2802089K Ex Sep Barge
Sachin Uttamrao have
changed my name from

I, SMT PUSHPALATHA
Spouse 0fN010118426W
SEPOY Balkrishna Koli
Solapur, Have change

Shital to Shital Sachin my name from SMT
Barge vide affidavit No PUSHPALATHA to
298/2025 dated PUSHPLATA
07/02/2025 BALKRUSHNA KOLI my

0090369980-1

I, Shindu Spouse of
JC458050K, Ex Sub Hony
Lt, Kadam Sahebrao
Dattu, V/Po-
Bhurakwadi, Tal. Khatav
Dist. Satara- 415505 have
changed my name from
Shindu to Sindhu
Sahebrao Kadam Vide
Affidavit no: 761 Date:
07/02/2025.

0090369976-1

I, Sharada spouse of No
2766771N Ex Hav Atule
Subhash Sitaram have
changed my name from

DOBis 24/12/1954 not a
01/02/1956 Notary 941/
25Dt.22/01/2025

0050260339-1

I, SMT CHANDER KALA
Spouse of Late No
6616408 SEP Mahadeo
Rokade Solapur, Have
change my name from
SMT CHANDER KALA to
CHANDRAKALA
MAHADEV ROKADE my
DOBis01/06/1951 nota
15/05/1949 Notary 70 Dt.
24/01/2025.

0050260338-1

I, SHASHIKALA, spouse of
No. 1258381X Rank: EX

Sharadato Sharada HAV, RAMESH RAMRAO
Subhash Atole & DOB DESHMUKH, V/PO-
from 15/05/1965 to NANDGAON, TAL. & DIST.
01/01/1968 vide affidavit ~ Satara-415107 have

No 278/2025 dated changed my name from
07/02/2025. SHASHIKALA to

0090369984-3

I, Sharada Devi spouse of
No 4552876P Ex Hav
Kamble Gundesha
Nivratti have changed
my name from Sharada
Devito Sharda
Gundesha Kamble vide

SHASHIKALA RAMESH
DESHMUKH affidavit no-
979 dt.-07/01/2025

0090369976-3

I, Rekha spouse of No
13890942W Ex Nk
Bhagwan Dattu Mohite
have changed my name
from Rekha to Rekha

32{23\3; /’\égfggz/gozs Bhagwan Mohite vide
: affidavit No 294/2025
0090369980-5  dated 07/02/2025.

I, MUMTAZABI Spouse of
Late No6274232 Havildar
Allauddin Tadmod
Solapur, Have change
my name from

0090369981-2

I, Ranjana spouse of No
1539512F Ex Nk Karale
Murlidhar Laxman have
changed my name from

MUMTAZABI to Ranjanato Ranjana
MUMTAZBI ALLAUDDIN Murlidhar Karale & DOB
TADMOD my DOB is from 14/04/1953 to
19/02/1942 nota 08/09/1953 vide affidavit
23/05/1942 Notary 1084 N0 276/2025 dated
Dt.25/01/2025. 07/02/2025.

0050259730-1

0090369984-1

JADHAV my DOB s
10/08/1969 not a
12/02/1970 Notary No.
301 Dt.20/01/2025

0050259726-1

I, PARWATI Spouse of No
13610191L Rank Havildar
Name Bagal Shankar
Ganpat Resident
Solapur, Have Change
My Name from PARWATI
to PARVATISHANKAR
BAGAL vide Notary No.
976/25 Dt.23/01/2025.

0050259728-1

1, PADMAWATI Spouse of
Late N014234145X
NK(TS) Nule Channveer
Shankar Solapur, Have
change my name from
PADMAWATI to
PADMAWATI
CHANNVEER NULE my
DOBis01/06/1964 nota
05/04/1964 Notary 1073
Dt.24/01/2025.

0050260337-1

1,No 2802089K Ex Sep
Barge Sachin Uttamrao
have changed my son
name from Utkarsh to
Utkarsh Sachin Barge
vide affidavit No
300/2025 dated
07/02/2025. 090369980-3

I, N0 2802089K Ex Sep
Barge Sachin Uttamrao
have changed my
daughter name from
Sarthaki to Sarthaki
Sachin Barge vide
affidavit No 299/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369980-2

My old Name Janvhi
Shailesh Panganti
changed to New Name
Yogita Shailesh Panganti.
Maharashtra Government
Gazette No.P- 24105301,
Dated 19dec2024

0090369975-1

-Ihave changed my name -

from SHAIKH
MOHAMMED SAAD
IRFAN to SHAIKH SAAD
IRFAN by Affidavit no.
133/2025

0090369977-1

vide affidavit No
289/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369982-4

I,No 14435471W Ex Hav
Jadhav Hanumant
Tukaram have changed
my son name from Viraj
to VirajHanumant
Jadhav vide affidavit No
285/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369983-5

I, No 14435471W Ex Hav
Jadhav Hanumant
Tukaram have changed
my daughter name from
Vaishnavi to Vaishnavi
Hanumant Jadhav vide
affidavit No 286/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369982-1

I, Nanda Devi Shingate
spouse of No 6463480H
Ex Nk Udhav Tukaram
Shingte have changed
my name from Nanda
Devi Shingate to Nanda
Uddhav Shingte & DOB
from 01/06/1960 to
02/06/1962 vide affidavit
No 281/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369983-1

I, Meera Bai spouse of No
4546531X Ex Nk Jadhav
Chhabu Narasu have
changed my name from
Meera Bai to Mirabai
Chhabu Jadhav vide
affidavit No 295/2025
dated 07/02/2025.
090369981-3

I, Madhuri Devi spouse of
NO 14435471W Ex Hav
Jadhav Hanumant
Tukaram have changed
my name from Madhuri
Devito Madhuri
Hanumant Jadhav vide
affidavit No 287/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369982-2

I have changed my name
from NASREEN AYUB
TAMBOLI to NASARIN
AYUB TAMBOLI by
Affidavit no.177/2025

0090369977-3

Have Changed My Name
To Krushna Lahu Jadhav
Vide Affi. No. 113/2025
Dt.01/02/2025

0050260334-1

I, Kamal spouse of JC-
105319Y Ex Sub
Bhanudas Jadhav have
changed my name from
Kamal to Kamal
Bhanudas Jadhav vide
affidavit No 303/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369980-6

I, Kamal Spouse of
14201097H, Ex Nk, Shivaji
Nikam, V/Po- Apshinge,
Tal & Dist. Satara- 415518
have changed my name
from Kamal to Kamal
Shivaji Nikam vide
affidavit no: 768 Date:
07/02/2025.

0090369976-4

I,JC-327404L Ex Sub
Pendharkar Nandlal
Hiralal have changed my
son name from
Shubham to Shubham
Nandlal Pendharkar vide
affidavit No 297/2025
dated 07/02/2025.

0090369981-6

My Old Name Miss Anita
Charudatta Joshi
changed To New Name
Mrs. Shriya Santosh
Taware.Affidavit
No0.10650 Dated
05/02/2025

0090369978-1

I, INDU Spouse of No
JC459198P Rank Subedar
Name Sidram Tukaram
Thopte Resident
Solapur, Have Change
My Name from INDU to
INDU SIDRAM THOPTE
vide Notary No. 865 Dt.
21/01/2025

00502597251

Ihave changed my Old
name - Pratibha
Prataprao Hande to new
name- Madhuri Pramod
Bhoite. Aff no- 136/24
0090369979-2

CHITRAKALAto
CHITRAKALA GENA
GODASE my correct DOB
is01/06/1951 Notary No.
936/25Dt.22/01/2025.

0050259724-1

I, Army N0.14229941W
NAIK(TS) GRK
DATTATRAY (Retd) R/O
PARIT GALLI, KASBA
PETH, Phaltan, TEH-
PHALTAN, DISTT-SATARA
(MH), 415523 have
changed my name from
G RKDATTATRAY to
RAJENDRAKUMAR
DATTATRAY GATE video
Affidavit dated
13/01/2025 before
Executive Magistrate at
Phaltan and Gazette
dated 6-12 Feb 2025

0040773238-2

I, Anita spouse of No
1583115H Ex Sep
Ghodake Ashok
Balasaheb have
changed my name from
Anitato Anita Ashok
Ghodake vide affidavit
No 291/2025 dated
07/02/2025.

0090369982-6

I have changed my name
Mangal Govind Chavan
to Madhuri Santram
Kamble as per
document for passport
issuance.

0090369973-1

I have changed my Old
name- Prataprao
Dnyanoba Hande to new
name- Pratap Dnyanoba
Hande. Aff no- 130/24

0090369979-1

ILata Wife of No-
1573755Y Ex-NK Pawar
Hanumant Baburao
have changed my name
from Lata to Lata
Hanumant Pawar and
wrong DOB 12/05/1972
to correct DOB
14/07/1971 vide Affidavit
301247 0f 07/02/2025

0040773230-1

May the Sacred Heart of
Jesus be adored Glorified
loved and preserved
throughout the world
Sacred Heart of Jesus.
The Kingdom Come Sacred
Heart of Jesus have mercy
on us. St. Jude the worker
of Miracles pray for us.
Jude the helper of hopeless
Pray for us. Say this prayer
nine time for nine days
your prayers will be
answers by the eight day.
Publication must be
promised.

have about three days’ grace. your feelings with your jobs
JUMBLED WORDS Difficulty Level 1s — : Today you'd probably do and tasks throughout the
etnehons (o) 711161218 1519 1413 better to focus on personal day.Ifyou succeed thenyou
Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move To solve a Sudoku puzzle, ? -4 1 8 4 1 - 6 1 3 00 T T— T ———t T relationships, making sure shpuld allow yourself to feel
them to the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and N everydigit from1t09 5 9 6 3 "] g 5 g 4 1 3 7 6 8 . 2 that partners are on your side. alittle smug.
jumble them to get the answer for the given quip. © must appearineach of the [ 1 1 I alalalal A4 el VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23) PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
To____isthefate of all great souls. - Arthur Schopenhauer (4,5) 0 nine vertical columns, in 1 8 9 é 8 3 2 9 6 4 1 ! ) | 7 If you need proof Today’s benevolent
LD | eachoftheninehorizontal 2 411 a 41719181511121316 of other people’s Moon makes for a
CPAEE FIUWLL D rowsandin eachof the | ; : =) i unreliability, you pleasant start to
:.-:. . & | nineboxes. 2|1 819 o |2|8[/5[(6/9(3[|4[7]1 ) _cantrya nurlnber your week,
1 T T of steps. First, try to make encouraging the more
8 95 3 % 1/6|13|7(4|2|8|9 | 5 themreach firm agreements outgoing and original
ENPIO AADLNV D | Difficulty Level ' = =1 and, second, persuade them elements in your character. It
T : sl _|§: r;\; a:‘;;s taey 6|2 i i - 9 - 6 5|2 | 8 to fulfil their promises. The is time to take your chances. If
- Veryeasy, 2s = Easy; o | | I IPH message of the moment you're planning ahead, put
SS:Medlum,‘irS—Hard, [ 7 1 i 683 ] 4 - 6 5_ 1_4_ 2_ 8 I 3_i§ isnot to push partners your financial commitments
Ss=Very Hard; 318 | 112 6 (@) 3(2(8|5|1/9|7!6|4 toofar. under the microscope.
JE— . 3 . 6s=Genius (7))
quadoydS Yy - *S|NOs 18318 [[e JO 918) U] SI JUOJE JAI] O, ~TIMSUY
TYANVA “INATIM ‘ANIO ‘ADVAd “uonnjos
A - . I, Sneh Mahajan spouse 1, Pushpa widow of No I, Rani spouse of No I, No 14815592K Ex Sep I, MANGAL Spouse of Late I, Chandra Bhaga spouse
KT IMAENFRESS _ _ of 1C-22458K Lt Col ’4543738M Ex HavRokade 2792412XEX Nk Kadam Bhongale Mahendra N02766746 NAIK of N0 1510134L Ex Hony THAN KSG IVI N G
) l a ss I fl e d s (Retd) TN Mahajan have Babasaheb Tukaram Krishna Ratilal have Namdeo have changed Audumbar M Dngare Nb Sub Popat Walke
changed my name from changed my name from my son name from Solapur, Have change have changed my name ]
have changed my name
SECUET AT M Sneh Mahajan to from Pushgato P)Lsh a Rani to RaniKrishna Pranav to Pranav my name from MANGAL from ChandraBhagato
1. No 1583115H Ex Se Snehlata Tarlok BabasahelgRokade &p Kadam vide affidavit No Mahendra Bhongale to MANGAL AUDUMBAR Chandrbhaga Popat
p P Mahajan & DOBis . . 280/2025 dated vide affidavit No DONGARE my DOB s Walke & DOBis
Ghodake Ashok DOBis 05/04/1962 vide
Balasaheb have 20/04/1950 vide affidavit affidavit No 283/2025 07/02/2025. 288/2025 dated 01/01/1960 nota 01/01/1945 vide affidavit
No 284/2025 dated 0090369984-5  07/02/2025. 24/06/1960 Notary 1190 N0 293/2025 dated
changedmy daughter 574 255 dated 07/02/2025. - Dt. 28/01/2025 07/02/2025
name from Swapnali to ’ 0090369983-3 0090369982-3 : : :
POULTRY Swapnali Ashok 0090369983-4 1, PRAMILA Spouse of 0050259731-1 0090369981-1
Ghodake vide affidavit N014905214M Rank I, No 14815592K Ex Sep
No 290/2025 dated 1, Shobh N I, Shal id N Havildar Tanaji Arjun Bhongale Mahendra .
Vencobb today’s ex-farm  07/02/2025. , Shobha spouse oTNo , Shalan widow ot No Jadhav Resident Namdeo have changed I, Krishanat Lahu Jadhav I, CHITRA KALA Spouse of
te bia bird € ¢ 2784298W Ex Hav Shelar 1523834X Ex Sep (Late) Solapur, Have Change my daughter name from s/o LahuJadhay, Late No1144114 Rank
gatebig birds price a - Anil Rajaram have Shankar Bhintade have ’ idi
Pune Rs.86/- perkg. 00905699825 cf?allngéd';‘ny nar\r/1e from charr:geg m)l/nname frc\>/m My Name from PRAMILA Pragati to Pragati gi?gé?g:rﬁggmg 16705 ggz%zgfgggsgszeave THAN KSGIVING
Contact (9522)22872417, I,CHHAYA, spouse of JC- Shobhato Shobha Anil Shalanto Shalan to PRAMILA TANAJI Mahendra Bhongale Khadki, Pune - 411020. Change My Name from Novena Prayer to St. Jude

1Vidya Wife of No-
1584460H Ex-Sep Patil
Sudhakar Krishana
residing at Bhosari,
Pune have changed my
name from Vidyato
Vidya Sudhakar Patil
and wrong DOB
01/02/1981 to correct
03/06/1982 vide Affidavit
300926 of 06/02/2025

0040773231-1

ISavita wife of No-
2779121Y Ex-Hav Pawar
Jagdeo Sopan residing
atLohegaon, Pune have
changed my name from
Savita to Savita Jagdeo
Pawar vide Affidavit
301248 0f 07/02/2025

0040773229-1

IRukhmini Bai wife of JC-
260131Y Ex-Nb Sub
Rampure Udhav
Khanderao residing at
Mundhwa, Pune have
changed my name from
RukhminiBaito
RukhminiBai Udhav
Rampure vide Affidavit
300925 of 06/02/2025

0040773233-1

I Anita Kaloniya Spouse
of Yogesh Kumar
Kaloniya R/at
Vimannagar Pune-14
Have Changed my name
from Anita Kaloniyato
Anita Devi Vide Affidavit
No0.32AB-879366
Dt.7/02/2025 at Pune

0090369974-1

IMadhvi Wife of No-
1543704W Ex-NK/TS
Madhukar Dadajirao
Kadamresiding at
Yerwada, Pune have
changed my name from
Madhvito Madhavi
Madhukar Kadam and
wrong DOB 08/05/1959
to correct 08/05/1960
vide Affidavit 300923 of
06/02/2025

0040773234-1

1SMT KAUSHALYA
SHIVAJIHAGAWANE
Spouse of N02748389
L/Hav Shivaji Hagawane
at Solapur have change
my name from SMT
KAUSHALYA SHIVAJI
HAGAWANE to
KAUSALYA SHIVAJI
HAGAVANE my DOB is
10/07/1952 nota
10/07/1950 NotaryNo.
794Dt.20/01/2025.

0050259727-1

| PERSONAL

CHANGE OF
BIRTH DATE

I, Kamala Siddappa Patil
widow of N0 110174Y Ex
CPO SiddappaDevvappa
Patil have changed my
DOB from 16/09/1965 to
01/06/1964 vide affidavit
No 282/2025 dated
07/02/2025

0090369983-2

NAGPUR
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ONBMC ELECTIONS

Two SLPs have been
filed in the Supreme
Court, one is on OBCs,
the second is about
delimitation. Until there
is clarity on them,
nothing can be said. It
depends on the Supreme
Court’s final verdict

Pratip Acharya: For the past few years,
the city has witnessed a new but
serious problem of air pollution. How
are you handling it?

It starts post-monsoon, immediately
after the October heat is over. Experts say it
is a weather-related phenomenon and lo-
calised in nature, During this time, the den-
sity of airis inversely related to the temper-
ature. Once temperature goes down,
density increases and air particles remain
in the air. This is a global phenomenon.
Locally, dust from private and public works
and vehicular fuel worsen conditions. So
how do we control these?

You cannot stop vehicles. You can check
their PUCs (pollution under control certifi-
cates), try to have an efficient traffic flow
system and develop public transport. As far
as construction is concerned, we tried to
stop activities in a few pockets, but pollu-
tion is not pocket-wise. Then there is the
impact of geography in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region. For instance, if there
is crushing in Navi Mumbiai, it will affect
Mumbai. If there is something here, its im-
pact will be felt in Vasai. We now have 32
AQI(air quality index) monitoring stations
of which 28 are functioning, run by BMC
(Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation),
[IT Bombay and MPCB (Maharashtra
Pollution Control Board) which give hourly
updates. But again, the readings are done
ina 500-metre area. Right now we are de-
vising policies,based on those readings. We
carry outlocal level interventions, like wa-
tering roads, clearing debris, mist fogging
and stopping trenches. For construction
work, there are regulations like creating
green barriers. But rules aren’t followed.

Pratip Acharya: Half of Mumbai is dug
up. Do you think pollutionisa
temporary or permanent problem?

No problem is permanent, there has to
be a solution. Once most of the ongoing
concretisation for public worksis done, pol-
lution will go down on its own. However,
even if the public works are over in two
years, private redevelopment work will
continue. For the next 20 years, I do not see
a slowdown of private redevelopment
work. That's the future of Mumbai.

Sandeep Singh: Violations of the
rulebook are frequent, so how can
BMC ensure strict adherence of norms.
Can stringent penalties help?
Whenever we give out contracts, there
has to be a provision of a certain penalty for
certain defaults. Some of the old contracts
don’thave strict penalty clauses. For exam-
ple, we have imposed heavy duty per day
for concretisation. Second, how doyouim-
pose a penalty and collect it? For that we
have to activate our machinery, issue stop
work notices. We stopped work in Borivali
and Byculla area for more than three
weeks. The air quality improved there. Now
Byculla has three wards. Redevelopment
buildings are on 200-300 sq m wards and
don’t have space for proper barricading. We
are seriously thinking about not allowing
such development on small plots. There is
no margin around buildings, no parking.

Nayonika Bose: The upgradation of
Mumbai has come ata cost asits tree
cover has depleted significantly. Does
BMC have any afforestation plan?
Wherever we get space, we either use
itfor plantations or playgrounds. We don’t
get many big spaces but we do get enough
for gardens. A big garden will soon be
opened to the public in Andheri. Another
challenge is the type of trees to be planted.

Shubhangi Khapre: Without an elected
body, don’tyou feel that you can focus
100 per cent on administration
without much interference? Is this a
blessing in disguise?

Yes, you are not preoccupied with
smaller issues. You are not exposed to 250
corporators 24X7.Buteverything hasaflip
side too. While on a day-to-day basis, you
get a breather and are able to concentrate
onyour priorities, at the same time, not get-
ting proper feedback is anissue. Whatever
we are getting at our level is from the
Municipal Commissioner, Additional
Municipal Commissioner or the Deputy
Municipal Commissioner, whichis like pre-
cooked food. Everything seems okay. Real
feedback is missing. We are working on a
democratic system of a three-tier govern-
ment which has been “unused” over the
last three years. While getting used to
thingsis hard, getting “unused” is very fast.
So bringing that back will take time.

Sandeep Singh: Isn’t that unfortunate?

Idon'tseeitas fortunate or unfortunate.
[ am only discussing my impressions on
having them or not having them. I always
askmy officials that even though they may
not be corporators, we must be receptive
to their issues. There may be nagging and

‘Pollution in Mumbai can’

DrBhushan Gagrani, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)
Commissioner, hasarare
record of keeping big-ticket
projects of all six chief
ministers he has worked with
on track without ruffling
feathersin political circles.
With a vast experiencein
urbandevelopment, heis

WHY BHUSHAN GAGRANI

known for his low-profile
style of functioning. Asa
hands-on administrator, he
has givendirection to
redevelopment effortsinthe
city andis committed to
completing connectivity
corridors, water projects and
green spaces, all of which
are expected to transform
the metropolis.

| A ON THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE
4 BEFORE BMC

BMC should not
become an
inward-looking
organisation.

It should work as per
global standards

and try to adapt to
global best practices

t be a

permanent problem. There has to be
a solution despite the construction’

BMC Commissioner Bhushan Gagrani on tackling pollution, meeting Mumbai’s infrastructural challenges, redevelopment and
BMC elections. The session was moderated by senior correspondent Pratip Acharya and correspondent Nayonika Bose

Bhushan Gagrani, BMC Commissioner (right) with moderators Pratip Acharya and Nayonika Bose during Idea Exchange at The Indian Express, Mumbai. Ganesh Shirseka

cross-political matters but still, you are get-
ting some feedback from them.

Mohamed Thaver: Why does Mumbai
have to battle the same problems for
years? What are the persistent issues?
One, ourroads are nowhere close toin-
ternational standards. And nowadays, not
even to national standards. If we are to ad-
dress thisissue, there has to be along-term
solution. Earlier, there was a multiplicity of
agencies like MSRDC (Maharashtra State
Road Development Corporation), MMRDA
(Mumbai  Metropolitan ~ Region
Development Authority)and PWD (Public
Works Department). But now, all roads
within municipal boundaries have been
handed over to the BMC, be it the Eastern
or Western Express highways or flyovers.
Soit is the administrative responsibility of
the BMC to keep them in good condition.
There is no option but to concretise the
roads and not create trenches again. If this
isdone in the next three years, we will have
relief. We have collected data of concretised
roads in the last three years. There are no
potholes or water logging. We are planning
to cover 800 km in the next two years.
Except Eastern and Western Express high-
ways, we will see nine-metre wide roads.
The other issueis about utilities under-
neath theroad. Due to redevelopment, the
same plot is going to carry around 2.5 to 3
times more people. Soitleads to trenching
toincrease the capacity of utilities and you
cannot do trenching on a concrete road as
the entire slab has to be changed. We are
consulting IIT experts and ensuring
arrangement of ducts. I am talking to all
utility providers to increase their strength
now as after concretisation, we are not go-
ing to give permission for trenching for the
next 20 years. It is easier said than done.

Ombkar Gokhale: There was a similar
assurance given to the Bombay High
Court but it has now been delayed.
How will you tackle it?

We have already started work. [ know it
is not completed. We did not get good con-
tractors in the island city but we are doing
good work in the suburbs. It has now
started in the island city, which has its own
challenges like continuous VIP traffic
movement. So getting a window from traf-
fic police is very difficult.

Pratip Acharya: The coastal road is now
fully operational. What are some of the
key infrastructure projects thatare

going to transform the city?

Normally, when we talk about infra-
structure, we only talk about visible sur-
face infrastructure, but a lot of infrastruc-
ture is not visible. For example, we are
working on seven STP plants (Sewage
Treatment Plants). Work was started in
2022 and seven STP plants — of almost
about 3,000 MLD (mega litres per day) —
will be completed by 2028. This will im-
prove water quality in the sea around
Mumbai. Our problem is that Mumbai
used to throw its entire sewage into the sea,
for about eight to 10 km. And we are lucky
to have got that gradient in the sea, so it is
not visible. But it is still going into the sea.
The volumetric cannot be compared with
Delhi but roughly we are unloading a vol-
ume of the Powai lake after secondary
treatment into the sea everyday. We are
thinking of recycling wastewater, not nec-
essarily for drinking, but for other uses.

Besides these, projects like the Gargai
Dam and the desalination plan are also in
the pipeline. We are augmenting Mumbai’s
water supply network by augmenting its
water supply tunnels. The population of
Mumbai is growing and we have to be fu-
ture-ready at a time when it is witnessing
several redevelopment projects across the
city and suburbs. As for connectivity, work
has started on the coastal road, going all the
way up to Versova, Dahisar and Bhayandar.
There’s the Goregaon-Mulund New Link
Road. The East-West connectivity is very
poor but the Thane-Borivali stretch by MM-
RDA will address that. Then there is the
9-km Sanjay Gandhi National Park tunnel.

Nayonika Bose: How well is the BMC

equipped financially to execute
infrastructure projects? There was talk
about using Fixed Deposits (FDs)?

While there is no considerable aug-
mentation of resources on a real-time ba-
sis, what we are earning has not gone down
either. It might have gone up by five to
seven per cent but there is no significant
addition to resources. We have not hiked
taxes in the last four years. However, what
has helped BMC in augmenting resources
is real estate. Because of our high premi-
ums and the redevelopment boom, we are
still not feeling the pinch as far as our plans
are concerned. All the infrastructure proj-
ects have been properly planned and
funded for this financial year and the next.

Frankly, [ don’t know why we are talk-
ing so much about FDs because the infla-
tion rate is five-and-a-half per cent and I
am getting seven-and-a-half per cent from
the bank. Solam earning just two per cent.
Instead, investing that money in public as-
sets or productive assets makes more
sense. The FD issue can become serious or
debatable only if we are unable to pay the
salaries, pension, debts (which we do not
have anyway) or return the security de-
posits of contractors. As long as we are not
defaulting, there’s nothing to worry about.
We will have to take care of the liquidity is-
sue, maybe after two financial years.

Sandeep Singh: Do you think you will
have torevise some taxes, maybe after
local body polls?

We may have to revise some rates be-
cause for four years, we have not revised
taxes on property and water. We have to
invest hugely in water projects. Water cuts

ONROAD NETWORKS

Our roads are nowhere
close to international
standards. And
nowadays, not even to
national standards. We
are planning to cover
800 km in the next
two years. We will see
9-m wide roads

are not helping us save water as they create
problems in the distribution system. If you
supply 10-15 per cent less water, restoring
the system s a hydraulicengineering chal-
lenge. It doesn’t come back to its own, the
master reservoir doesn’t get to its optimum
level, enough pressure is not created in the
distribution system.

Alok Deshpande: BMC has been
criticised for its construction cartels,
which affect the quality of roads. Can
this be broken?

Cartelisation is mostly in road works,
not in other projects. Over the last decade,
the best contractors from all across India
are working on BMC projects, be it SCC, L&T,
APCO, Welspun or Shapoorji. Even whenit
comes to roads, monopoly exists in the
small ward-level roads. For coastal road
projects, being undertaken by L&T and
HCC, there’s no cartelisation. There’s noth-
ing called big and small contractors, there
has to be good contractors.

Sadaf Modak: Do you think the city
falls short in terms of infrastructure
for pedestrians?

Mumbai is not a very walker-friendly
city. South Mumbai has a lot of footpaths
and good tree cover but elsewhere you find
them in patches. With a dearth of land, a
footpath gets the last priority. Having said
that, we are trying to develop small clus-
ters for walking. We will pedestrianise
Kalaghoda, parts of Bandra and Andheri.
The coastal road, whenitis completed, will
have walkways. The new Marine Drive (un-
named yet but we call it so for convenience)
near Worli will bea 7.5 km stretch of walk-

ing, jogging and cycling.

Pratip Acharya: The BMCis also
mooting a proposal to set up hoardings
and billboards on the coastal road. Does
it not contradict environment norms ?
Not at all. The proposal to erect hoard-
ings is towards the mainland and notin the
reclaimed part of the sea. We have received
Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) clearances.
Also, while giving us permission, the
Supreme Court had ordered us not to carry
out any developmental work in the eco-
sensitive zone. Why would we jeopardise
ourselves by violating the court’s orders?

Shubhangi Khapre: While BMC
provides basic infrastructure, it also
has to work with the Stum
Redevelopment Authority (SRA). Do

you think this complicates matters?
The slumissue in Mumbai is so bigand
chronic that BMIC single-handedly cannot
deal with it. Yourequire a separate Actand
aseparate institutional mechanism. People
say the slum population has remained as
itisbutan NGO report shows it has reduced
to 29 per cent. Some say while slums have
gone, vertical slums have taken their place.
The argument is endless. SRA has notbeen
a great success but it’s not a complete fail-
ure either. Now it is gaining momentum
again, because of changes in rules and reg-
ulations. Post-RERA, the developer com-
munity has become more compliant. There
is a strong political will to complete these
projects as soon as possible. I don’t know
when Mumbai will be slum-free but there
will be asignificant difference in five years.

Shubhangi Khapre: The vertical
growth is increasing but it puts
additional burden on resources.

But they were already there. Now the
saleable component is incentivising the
SRA. Density of population on that partic-
ularland in any case is going up because of
normal redevelopment.

Shubhangi Khapre: When do you
think the BMC elections will happen?

Two Special Leave Petitions (SLPs) have
been filed in the Supreme Court, one is on
OBCs(OtherBackward Classes), the second
is about delimitation. Until there is clarity
on them, nothing can be said. It depends
on the Supreme Court’s final verdict.

Siddhant Konduskar: Howis B
MCworking to revive BEST
(Brihanmumbai Electric Supply
and Transport) ?

BEST is a specialised transport agency,
so I don’t think BMC should get into oper-
ational issues. Now, as a parent organisa-
tion, itis BMC's moral and statutory respon-
sibility to support BEST throughits budget.
We have given Rs 850 crore in the current
financial year. Next year, that may go up.
BMC has given an additional Rs 400 crore
to purchase e-vehicles and wet lease BEST
buses. More than funds, BEST will have to
address its own problems.

Sandeep Singh: What is the BMC’s
biggest challenge?

BMC should not become an inward-
looking organisation. It should work as per
global standards and try to adapt to global
best practices.
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WORDLY WISE
THERE MAY BE LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL, BUT
THERE ARE TAX BREAKS ONLY FOR SOME.
— MARTIN A SULLIVAN

TheIndianEXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

THE DELHI QUAKE

A powerful Centre hobbled AAP but its decline has happened in
circumstances of its own making. BJP needs to build on its win

HE COMPREHENSIVE ROUT of the AAP and the BJP's spectacular victory ripples

well beyond the national capital. To begin with, it is the biggest setback for a

party whose birth and unprecedented graph in a system that has a high thresh-

old of entry and electoral viability could only have happened in the high-visi-
bility setting of Delhi. Here, the AAP climbed out from the heart of the Anna Hazare move-
ment against corruption that helped fell the Congress-led UPA government at the Centre and
paved the way for the sweep to power of the Narendra Modi-led BJP. Here, too, over two
terms, the AAP resisted the Modi wave, and put its imprimatur on a “Delhi Model” of gov-
ernance — consisting primarily of its successes in renovating the government school and,
less successfully, setting up mohalla clinics, alongside provision of subsidised water and
electricity. It was a model it hoped to make its calling card in its bid to spread to other parts
of the country — so far, it has been able to do so only in Punjab. Its dramatic defeat in Delhi
now means that it has lost its footing on its home ground, and also a vital springboard.
Because if success is writ large, so is failure amplified in Delhi.

The AAP will need to ask how it lost the plot after winning two large mandates, why it
surrendered its magnificent opportunity. Of course, it was up against formidable odds be-
cause of outside pressures — it was worn down by its hostilities with a powerful Centre and
itsnominee, the L-G, and the imprisonment on corruption allegations of its top leadership.
But Kejriwal's party needs to also look within, its political decline has happened in many cir-
cumstances of its own making. The early successes in the government school and mohalla
clinic were routinised and, in its second term, they have been facing questions of patchy
quality. Then there were the problems and issues of a rapidly growing metropolis on which
the AAP government was seen to be neglectful, inattentive, or just throwing up its hands help-
lessly — water, most of all, and the worsening condition of roads, uncleared mounds of
garbage, open drains, clogged sewer lines, and an AQI that is deteriorating. The AAP was
simply not seen as a party that could address questions of the growing wear and tear of the
infrastructure and services of a layered city, to which people flock in search of a better fu-
ture from across the country.

The BJP's victory in Delhi comes on the heels of its success in Haryana and Maharashtra
sweep. [t brings to an end an exile of 27 years in the capital, and after the Lok Sabha setback
lastyear, rehabilitates the party's winning streak nationally. On the other side, will be a sub-
dued Opposition alliance, the disarray within framed even more sharply. But the winner's
challenge is formidable too. It must build on the AAP's successes in basic education and
health care while framing a plan for the city that is more encompassing. Given that its gov-
ernments rule both at the Centre and in Delhi, it will have no excuses for not responding to
the demands of ametropolis where aspiration is the great leveller,and which can make the
difference between defeat and victory.

DHAKA MUST ACT

Vandalism targeting homes of Mujib and Awami League leaders
isdisquieting. Yunus government needs to restore calm

IXMONTHS AFTER Sheikh Hasina’s ouster from power in Bangladesh and arrival
in India following student-led protests, protesters reportedly demolished the
homes of Awami League leaders and defaced murals of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahmanin 20-odd districts on February 5. The unrest began with a call for
a“bulldozer procession” towards Muijib's residence, a symbol of the 1971 liberation, at Dhaka's
32 Dhanmondi Road. At least 50 murals of Mujib and his family were destroyed, and eight
Awami League offices set on fire. As Bangladesh'’s founding leader and first president, Mujib
remains arevered figure for many. If peace and reconciliation are the Muhammad Yunus-led
government’s objectives, the destruction of Muijib's home risks alienating segments of the pop-
ulation who might otherwise be sympathetic towards the current dispensation. The interim
government's equivocation on the violence — it has all but blamed Sheikh Hasina for it — is
disturbing, A change of regime cannot erase a country's history, or the figures that stand tall.

Sheikh Hasina has condemned the February 5 violence, saying that “history cannot be
wiped out”. New Delhi, too, has reacted strongly, with the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) calling the incident “regrettable”. Diplomatic tensions have escalated as Bangladesh
summoned India’s acting High Commissioner to formally protest Hasina’s “fabricated
and provocative” remarks. Dhaka's reaction is unwarranted. India and Bangladesh should
aim to insulate the bilateral relationship from the ups and downs of short-term politics,
not make it part of partisan agendas. Economic, strategic and cultural ties between the
two countries need to be deepened for the benefit of people on both sides of the border.
The interim government in Dhaka must also remember that the country’s liberation in
1971 isdeeply tied to both Mujib and India. After Mujib’s assassination in a military coup,
the only survivors — Hasina and her sister Sheikh Rehana — found refuge in India.

The political milieu in post-Hasina Bangladesh is yet to firm up. Free and fair elections
in the near future are imperative. Mahfuz Alam, a key advisor to Yunus, recently said that
the Awami League would not be allowed to contest elections. Such statements do not
bode well. Will the interim government enable rogue elements to sow chaos under the
guise of “dismantling symbols of fascism” — is the question. Two days after the attacks,
Yunus urged calm and spoke of the need to prevent further attacks on properties linked
to Hasina’s family and Awami League leaders. His words must be accompanied by con-
crete action on the ground. The rule of law must be upheld. Yunus's stature as a Nobel
Laureate and development pioneer allows him to rise above the political heat and work
for the long-term interests of his country.
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The new aam aadmi

AAP defeat shows BJP has successfully managed to
recast the middle class as the ordinary Delhi citizen

SANJAY SRIVASTAVA

THE ORIGIN MYTH of the Aam Aadmi Party
— its own imagination regarding its nature
— is deeply entangled with four key ideas.
First, that there is too much politics in the
political life of the nation and that gover-
nance is best carried out by politicians who
are against politics. Second, in order for this
to happen, Indian politics requires outsiders
— those who are not career politicians — to
enter politics. They must also be outsiders
inthe sense of rejecting established ways of
doing politics. Third, politicians must be
modest in their lifestyle in order to prove
that they have entered public life to serve
the people rather than for self-enrichment.
And, fourth, that the voting public sub-
scribes to all of the above.

Over the past decade, a variety of neutral
observers of Delhi’s infrastructural life have
pointed to marked improvements in the ca-
pacity of its most deprived residents to ac-
cess resources for a better quality of life.
Under AAP, government schools made im-
pressive strides in providing measurably im-
proved education and mohalla clinics ap-
peared to make an admirable contribution
towards the making of better healthcare fa-
cilities. Beyond the socio-economically mar-
ginalised, AAP also found some success in
addressing a crucial — and chronic — Delhi
complaint: The constantly erratic electricity
situation. AAP did indeed seem to be mov-
ing beyond politics, doing the things that are
expected of good administrators.

Over the past decade, AAP’s leadership
seemed to be fulfilling its self-ascribed role
of political outsiders who, being disdainful
of the corrupt and self-serving ways of pro-
fessional politicians, re-engineered gover-
nance away from politics and towards the
nuts and bolts of improving the lives of cit-
izens. The original appeal of the party,
linked to the heady days of the Anna Hazare
linked anti-corruption movement that
brought down Delhi’s Congress govern-
ment, became a shared belief system be-
tween it and political commentators. The
electoral calamity encountered by the Aam
Aadmi Party in the 2025 Delhi elections
should tell us something about the myth-

Our relationship with public
figures is far messier than
that frequently assumed. It
is not as open to ideas about
rational behaviour — surely
improved government
schools and better health
facilities should mean
electoral success for AAP —
as is frequently analysed.
Our relationship to public
figures is an affective one
that consists of a variety of
sensations that go

beyond a simple cause-and-
effect relationship.

making about voters and their beliefs re-
garding politics and politicians.

In his own seat of New Delhi, Arvind
Kejriwal lost not just to a professional politi-
cian, but the son of an archetypal professional
politician. The winner, Parvesh Verma, has
been both a member of Delhi’s legislative as-
sembly and a two-time member of parlia-
ment. His father, Sahib Singh Verma was, of
course, the chief minister of Delhi for two-
and-a-half years in the mid-1990s. Do peo-
ple dislike professional politicians and prefer
their rulers to be, say, technocrats and those
with management degrees? Mostly not.

Our relationship with public figures is far
messier than that frequently assumed. It is
not as open to ideas about rational behav-
iour — surely improved government schools
and better health facilities should mean elec-
toral success for AAP — as is frequently
analysed. Our relationship to public figures is
an affective one that consists of a variety of
sensations that go beyond a simple cause-
and-effect relationship. The fact that BJP’s
Mohan Singh Bisht should win from the
Muslim-dominated Mustafabad con-
stituency — affected by the riots of 2020 —
should caution us against accepting simplis-
ticideas regarding the peoples’ desire to elect
“anti-politicians”.

The myth of the political outsider as a fig-
ure deeply wished for by the electorate has
also not served the ends desired by Arvind
Kejriwal and those around him. It has, just as
significantly, also laid to waste certain strands
of thinking about Indian politics. Apparent
political outsiders, such as Arvind Kejriwal
and Manish Sisodia, find themselves com-
prehensively outdone by the masters of the
politicalinside: BJP's strategy thinktank. The
idea of the outsider storming a long-estab-
lished citadel called politics derives both
from folk tales about mythical heroic figures
as well as modern re-fashioning of folk tales
where those with super-human attributes
fly through sky and climb skyscrapers to res-
cue hapless citizens from dire situations.
There is little or no proof whatsoever that it
is the political outsider thatis a preferred fig-
ure in Indian political life. For a society so

deeply enmeshed in kinship, caste, religious
and family networks — networks of insiders
—itwould be very remarkable indeed if out-
siders became admired figures in the realm
of politics. For that would mean that Indian
politics is completely unconnected to Indian
society, a logical impossibility.

Do we really expect our politicians to
have ascetic and modest lifestyles that also
serve as a marker of their devotion to public
life and disdain for the grasping ways of pro-
fessional politicians? Both the BJP and neu-
tral commentators might suggest that vot-
ers were turned off by the controversy over
the luxurious refurbishment of the Chief
Minister’s residence and that this signifi-
cantly affected Kejriwal's reputation; that is
not what we expect of our politicians.
However, over the past three decades, Indian
society has been firmly in the grip of a cul-
ture of aspirations where conspicuous con-
sumption is not considered a bad thing at all.
Indeed, it is greatly admired and marks a sig-
nificant turn away from both Gandhian as-
ceticism and Nehruvian socialism as models
of private and public life. The election result
should force us to think about the nature of
the Indian voter now, rather than seek to ap-
plyideas of an entirely different age toavery
different present.

Finally, what the BJP has managed todois
invent an entirely new “aam aadmi” through
carefully putting forward the idea that the “or:
dinary person”is, in fact, not the one who may
be socially and economically marginalised.
Instead, the ordinary citizen is the one who
hasbeen marginalised by earlier political dis-
pensations. This “ordinary” Delhi resident is
a middle-class citizen. And that it is middle-
classness that can serve as a criticism of earlier
forms of politics. It is middle-classness that
canrecognise a purer form of politics. Itis this
newly-minted heroic figure that alarge num-
ber of voters aspire to. They will happily sup-
port professional politicians and political in-
siders who promise to deliver on the new
aspirations of middle classness.

The writer is Distinguished Research
Professor, SOAS University of London

A DIFFERENT WAY FORWARD

In culture that equates productivity with purpose, what happens when jobs vanish?

OLIMITA ROY

IN THE EARLY months of 2025, the spectre of
mass layoffs has returned with a vengeance,
casting along shadow over professionals who
had begun to believe in a post-pandemic era
of stability. Big Tech — Meta, Amazon,
Microsoft, and even Google — has resumed
cost-cutting measures, reversing the decline
in layoffs seen in 2024. The message is clear:
Corporate austerity is back, and with it, the
erosion of work as a stable identity.

For decades, we were defined by our jobs.
We introduced ourselves by our professions,
structured our lives around promotions and
milestones, and measured success through
salaries and titles. The professional arc — en-
try-level grind, mid-career peak, retirement
— provided not just financial security but ex-
istential certainty. Now, that story is fraying.
The old narrative of linear progression has
given way to an era of precarity, where layoffs
can be abrupt and seemingly arbitrary, and
even high-performers are not spared.

In the shifting sands of the global econ-
omy, multiple factors drive this instability. The
return of Donald Trump in the White House is
already reshaping Silicon Valley. Tech leaders,
wary of regulatory scrutiny and eager to align
with the new administration’s priorities, are
cutting jobs in pursuit of leanness and effi-
ciency. Meta’s recent layoffs — affecting five
per cent of its workforce — have been justified
under the guise of eliminating “low perform-
ers”, a move that coincides with Mark
Zuckerberg’s broader ideological shift towards

The old frameworks are
gone, but the new ones have
yet to take shape. The
question is no longer just
how to make a living, but
how to construct alife.
‘What is ambition without
an audience?

workplace “masculine energy”. Meanwhile,
Alphabet has introduced voluntary exit pro-
grammes, reminiscent of Elon Musk’s brutal
restructuring of Twitter (now X). This signals
that further rounds of layoffs may follow if
cost-saving targets are not met.

At the same time, artificial intelligence (AI)
looms as both a disruptor and a paradox. Al,
particularly general-purpose systems like
ChatGPT, threatens to displace millions of jobs,
but also promises to create new roles. The
International Al Safety Report suggests thatin
advanced economies, 60 per cent of jobs are
vulnerable to automation. Meanwhile, com-
panies like China’s DeepSeek have demon-
strated that billion-dollar R&D budgets are not
prerequisites for Al breakthroughs, raising
questions about the tech industry’s hiring
practices. If innovation can be achieved with
a handful of fresh PhD graduates, what does
that mean for the legions of experienced en-
gineers once deemed indispensable?

The unravelling is economic but also psy-
chological. Work was always more than a pay-
check; it was a structure, a way to locate one-
self in the world. Now, that structure is
crumbling. The educated unemployed, the
overqualified underemployed, the knowledge
workers staring blankly at screens — these are
not abstractions. They are people in apart-
ments they can no longer afford, calculating
how many more months the severance will
last. They are scrolling job listings, toggling be-
tween resumes that feel less like records of

achievement and more like relics from a life
that no longer exists.

Ina culture that equates productivity with
purpose, what happens when the jobs disap-
pear? There are, of course, alternatives. Some
leave cities, sublet their apartments, move back
inwith parents. Some take contract work with
no benefits, no guarantees beyond the next
month. Others monetise hobbies, set up digi-
tal storefronts, sell prints, ceramics, essays —
anything that might resemble a livelihood.
They start vlogs, build followings, sell courses
on how to build followings. They unbox PR
packages, test products they may or may not
actually use. They become the product. The old
frameworks are gone, but the new ones have
yet to take shape. The questionis no longer just
how to make a living, but how to construct a
life. What is ambition without an audience?

The months ahead will bring more layoffs,
more instability, more careful budgeting, more
people weighing necessities against indul-
gences. Butalso, perhaps, areckoning. The un-
derstanding that work was never enough, not
really, and that something else must take its
place. What that is remains uncertain. Maybe
itis creative, maybe it is communal, maybe it
is nothing that fits neatly into a LinkedIn up-
date. But in the space where careers once
were, something quieter, more elemental,
might emerge. A different kind of life. A dif-
ferent way forward.

The writer is a consultant at AON
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AKALIS UNDER NSA

THERE IS NO move to release the top Akali
leaders arrested under the National Security
Act after the Army action in Punjab, accord-
ing to informed sources. Any move to re-
solve the Punjab problem or release the
Akali leaders is expected only after the
Assembly elections next month. According
to these sources, the government has, some
time back, considered releasing the top
Akali leaders.

SPECIAL POLICE
THE PUNJAB GOVERNMENT proposed to

form "strike forces" in the state police of
about one platoon each at every sub-divi-
sion and of acompany each at every district
headquarter apart from a company in each
battalion of the Punjab Armed Police to deal
with the law and order situation in the state.
The "strike forces" will form the district
armed reserve and have been suggested to
counter surprise attacks by the extremists.

PM’s PoLL CAMPAIGN

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi will launch
the election campaign of Congress (I)in UP
and address nine public meetings.. He will
also undertake an extensive five-day tour

of Maharashtra between February 14 and
February 22 to campaign for the
assembly elections.

TAXES INEVITABLE

DESPITE NOTICED buoyancy in central tax
revenues and an overall favorable economic
situation, a heavy dose of taxes may be in-
evitable in the forthcoming Union Budget
to meet the expected escalation in both plan
and non-plan expenditure. The Finance
Ministry has completed its initial exercise
on the budget and has given a firm indica-
tion of the central assistance to the states
for their annual Plans.
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Donald Trump’s attack on the International Criminal Court is a perverse
recognition of its importance, and of international law more generally.”

— THEGUARDIAN

What Kejriwal couldn’t do

Delhi gives you power and expects you to deliver. That means making friends with adversaries.
Sheila Dikshit was deft at that art, Arvind Kejriwal a failure

SHUBHAJIT ROY

KENNETH M DUBERSTEIN, Ronald Reagan’s
White House chief of staff, once said that
election campaigning is trying to destroy
your opponents, while governing is making
friends with them. Arvind Kejriwal never got
the difference. And the BJP made hay while
the sun shone. The results are clear as day-
light on Saturday afternoon, as the Kejriwal-
led Aam Aadmi Party was defeated decisively
after 10 years of being in office.

In many ways, this is a quintessential
Delhi election. Very Delhi behaviour.

Delhi — as many outsiders like me, who
have made the city their home for the last
three decades, can attest to —is a very trans-
actional city. Here, there is always give-and-
take. There is a certain brutal selfishness of
the city that rubs off on its residents.
Residents define and revel in the transaction-
alism that is the DNA of the city.

This transactional behaviour runs
through its business, trade, government and
even RWAs. Nobody gives you anything for
free. In this city of power, you need to deliver
the goods. Perform or perish is the mantra.
In some ways, New Delhi is as transactional
and brutal as New York.

The city rewards those who perform. In
the two-and-a-half decades that I have lived
in Delhi — covering it from 1999 to 2006 —
this has defined the city’s politics.

Back then, the Delhi government was un-
der Sheila Dikshit, the numero uno in the
Delhi Congress at the time. Other leaders
would vie for attention but were kept in
check by the “Congress high command”. She
performed and was rewarded.

Delhi is very clear-headed as well.
Although she came to power in 1998, the first
election she won on the record of her per-
formance was in 2003. She got 47 seats at the
time — this is almost close to the BJP's tally in
2025.Thatelection was won solely on her per-
formance of infrastructure building in the city.

And between 1998 and 2004, she man-
aged the art of governance by making
friends with opponents: The BJP-led NDA
government under Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
in power at the Centre. Despite strong ide-
ological differences, she managed to nego-
tiate with adversaries. She sat down with
oil and gas minister Ram Naik to implement
the transition of Delhi’s entire public trans-
port fleet from diesel to CNG. She did
the same with power minister Suresh
Prabhu, and later Anant Geete, when it
came to the privatisation of Delhi’s power
distribution system.

On Delhi’s urban infrastructure — roads,
flyovers, metro — she didn’t hesitate to sit
down with the NDA’'s four urban
development ministers over five years:
Jagmohan, Ananth Kumar, BCKhanduri and
Bandaru Dattatreya.

And, of course, there were Lieutenant
Governors — Vijai Kapoor, Tejendra Khanna
and B LJoshi — who were no pushovers. She

met with them at least once a week and ne-
gotiated. Delhi, having won the bid to host
the Commonwealth Games, needed all the
help to build the requisite civic infrastruc-
ture by 2010. And Dikshit — with help from
the BJP first and the Congress-led UPA from
2004 — was able to deliver on most projects.
To many of us who covered that period, the
challenges came more from the Congress
ministers and leaders at the Centre; she was
skilful in persuading adversaries and getting
things done for the city she ruled.

After 10 years in power, Delhi rewarded
her in 2008 again — in the run-up to the
Commonwealth Games — although
Congress’s tally was diminished at 43 (out of
70) seats as against 47 in 2003.

The BJP, in those years, was a pale shadow
to the Delhi Congress. The BJP in Delhi was
led by Harsh Vardhan (who later became
health minister) and in the Vidhan Sabha, it
was led by Jagdish Mukhi (who later became
Governor of Assam, Nagaland and Mizoram).
So timid was their opposition in the Delhi
Assembly that they earned the epithet of a
“loyal Opposition” in front of Dikshit.

Delhi’s reason to keep Dikshit in power was
also rooted in her responsiveness to the city’s
problems. Most of the time, whenever there
were reports and stories in the media about
potholed roads or overflowing garbage dumps,
she or her Cabinet ministers were quick to re-
solve them — sometimes within hours, if not
days. But, as the Commonwealth Games
wrapped up and the stories of profligacy and
corruption came out, the Anna Hazare move-
ment shepherded by activist Arvind Kejriwal
metamorphosed into an Opposition party, the
AAP. After three terms, Dikshit was defeated,
and the AAP — after a49-day stint in 2013-14
—won the elections in 2015.

The city wanted more and better. Its
transactionalism was again on full display,
as Kejriwal’'s AAP got an unthinkable num-

In 10 years, he worked on
education and did reach out to
the city’s poor and the middle
class, but frittered away his
chance slowly and steadily.
The profligacy in renovating
the Chief Minister’s residence
— arcasonably modest one
occupied by Delhi Assembly
Speaker Chaudhary Prem
Singh back in the day —
turned away many avowed
supporters and sympathisers.
Continuing his
confrontational and
agitational politics over the
last decade, Delhi saw him in
run-ins with the powerful
BJP-led central government
and its nominee, the
Lieutenant Governor. He was
unable to negotiate with
adversaries for the betterment
of the city.

CR Sasikumar

ber and mandate: 67 seats out of 70.
Congress was reduced to zero. Kejriwal was
not just given a mandate; it was a trust that
Delhi reposed in him. Because people here
saw his potential to deliver.

In 10 years, he worked on education and
did reach out to the city’s poor and the mid-
dle class, but frittered away his chances
slowly and steadily. The profligacy in reno-
vating the Chief Minister’s residence — area-
sonably modest one occupied by the Delhi
Assembly Speaker Chaudhary Prem Singh
backin the day — turned away many avowed
supporters and sympathisers. Continuing his
confrontational and agitational politics, over
the last decade, Delhi saw him in run-ins
with the powerful BJP-led central govern-
ment and its nominee, the Lieutenant
Governor. He was unable to negotiate with
adversaries for the betterment of the city. The
BJP kept chipping away at the image of
Kejriwal, who had promised Delhi better
governance. The city’s infrastructure suf-
fered, and its people — who had once given
him brute majorities of 95 and 88 per cent
(67 and 62 seats in 2015 and 2020 respec-
tively) — ran out of patience.

The voter made her call — after giving him
chances for not one, but two terms. Now, the
BJP enters the fray with almost the same
number of seats as Sheila Dikshit’s Congress
won in 2003, and the AAP has a tally of
around the same number of seats as the BJP
back then. The BJP has all the cards withitself
— with a cooperative Centre for the coming
four-and-half years — as it faces the AAP,
which has agitation in its DNA; the BJP has
no excuses. It has to offer an alternative to
AAP’s governance style, which was often
overwhelmed by dysfunction and chaos.
Almost three decades later, Delhi has given it
achance, and wants a better city in return.

shubhgjit.roy@expressindia.com

Budget’s political priorities

What was needed was more public expenditure, not tax cuts for middle class

HiMANSHU

THE UNION BUDGET 2025-26 comes at a
time when there are clear signs of the econ-
omy slowing down. Unlike earlier, this slow-
down is finally being acknowledged by the
government. The Economic Survey, pre-
sented a day earlier, was clear in its assess-
ment of the challenges facing the Indian
economy. The most important being the
slowdown driven by stagnant or declining
incomes. The survey also presented evi-
dence that confirmed the decline in the in-
comes of the self-employed, while for wage
workers, it is now almost a decade of stag-
nant real wages. What was expected from
the budget was some ideas to revive the
economy based on this reality. While the
budget did not have any new ideas to do so,
its prescriptions are based on political prag-
matism rather than economic reality. The
elections in Delhi and Bihar, along with the
need to satisfy the core voters of the ruling
dispensation — the middle class — have
taken precedence over the economic real-
ity of an economy in distress, primarily in
rural areas and in agriculture.

Given the seriousness of the economic
slowdown, what was needed was an in-
crease in public expenditure to boost aggre-
gate demand. The nominal GDP growth is
likely to be 10.1 per cent with inflation stay-
ing in the four-five per cent range. The
growth of budgeted expenditure at 7.3 per
centis lower than the expected nominal GDP
growth. Excluding interest payments, which
are committed expenditure, growth in gov-
ernment spending is only 5.9 per cent, the

same as last year. On the other hand, the
Centre’s gross as well as net tax revenue is
projected to increase at 10.9 per centin nom-
inal terms. This is despite the massive Rs 1
lakh crore tax giveaway to the middle class.
Clearly, far from being an expansionary
budget, this is a conservative budget at a time
when the government was expected to step
up and expand fiscal spending to increase in-
comes across the board.

While this has allowed the Centre to re-
duce its fiscal deficit for next year to 4.4 per
cent, it has been achieved by expenditure
cuts in real terms for programmes and min-
istries that needed the fiscal expenditure. The
budget estimates also suggest that in many
of the important ministries, revised expendi-
ture has been lower than what was budgeted
last year. This has been a general trend for
some time now with larger allocations dur-
ing the budget announcements, but lower
actual expenditure.

Take the case of expenditure on rural de-
velopment. The revised estimates for the
Ministry of Rural Development are lower by
Rs 3,654 crore compared to the budgeted es-
timates. In the case of the Ministry of Labour
and Employment, the revised estimates are
lower by Rs 4,224 crore. Given the fact that
rural areas have beenin distress for almost a
decade and unemployment has emerged as
the most pressing problem, underspending
on crucial programmes and ministries is a
cause for worry. The case of MGNREGA,
which has been alifeline for many struggling
with stagnant wages and lack of productive

employment, is similar. The budgeted expen-
diture for MGNREGA remains Rs 86,000
crore, the same as last year despite inflation
and wages under the scheme having
gone up. This expenditure is in fact lower
than the actual spending on MGNREGA in
2023-24 (Rs 89,368 crore).

The other crisis-ridden sector that was
talked about at great length and as the first
priority is agriculture. Even in agriculture,
there is now enough evidence to suggest that
incomes have been stagnant or in decline.
For agriculture, the nominal expenditureisin
fact lower than the revised estimates of last
year. The budgeted expenditure isRs 1,27,290
crore as against the revised estimate of Rs
1,31,195 crore of last year.

While a significant majority of workers
who are facing stagnant or declining incomes
have seen expenditure cuts, the government
has rejigged the tax rates to reduce the bur-
den on the middle class, along with tax ex-
emptions for all those with incomes up toRs
12.75lakh. For the government, this appears
to be the only idea for reviving demand.
While it will certainly increase the dispos-
able income of the well-off middle classes,
its impact on reviving the weakening con-
sumption demand in the economy is a mat-
ter of speculation.

This move by the government was not
surprising given the media noise on the mid-
dle class being the biggest victim despite the
fact that the distress was more severe in ru-
ral areas, in agriculture and among informal
enterprises and workers. This is nothing but

acash transfer to the relatively rich when the
need was to increase fiscal spending, which
could benefit a large majority by increasing
their incomes. But this is not the first time
that the government has placed its bet on the
middle class and the rich. In some ways, it is
similar to the government’s largesse to the
corporate sector during the first episode of
the slowdown. A tax subsidy of more than
Rs 2 lakh crore to the corporates was utilised
to clean their balance sheet rather than in-
crease investment in the economy. Since
then, the government, and in particular the
Chief Economic Adviser, has expressed disil-
lusionment with the corporate sector, which
has used the subsidy to increase profits and
reduce the wage bill, but failed to increase
investment or create jobs.

With a significant majority of the middle
class increasing its exposure to loans of all
kinds — personal, with or without collateral
— during the last four years, it is likely they
may also take the opportunity to clear their
existing debts and mortgages rather than
spend on goods and services. Whether the
middle class will join the ranks of the corpo-
rates and fail to deliver on the promise or will
bail out the government will only be known
in due course. But for the majority who have
to pay the price through expenditure cuts
and worsening distress, this budget is clear
evidence of the political economy priorities
of the government.

The writer is associate professor, Centre for
Economic Studies and Planning, JNU

End of
anarchy

AAP’s rule was dominated by PR stunts
and excuses. BJP’s promise of governance
has won it the capital
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ABHINAV PRAKASH
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DELHIHAS DELIVERED a decisive mandate,
granting a two-thirds majority to the devel-
opment-driven vision of the BJP under the
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The party has returned to power in Delhi af-
ter27 years. The resounding verdictis a clear
rejection of the politics of anarchy and de-
ception that Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP intro-
duced and perfected over the past decade.
The people of Delhi have finally seen
through AAP's hollow promises and double-
speak, as the city suffered a steep decline on
all fronts under its misrule.

AAProse to power by capitalisingon the
anti-corruption movement led by Ramdev,
AnnaHazare and civil society groups, which
exposed the deep-rooted corruption of the
Congress regime. However, Kejriwal hi-
jacked the movement for his political ambi-
tions, forming a party that promised to end
corruption and bring efficient governance.
What did Delhi get instead? Scandals, mis-
management and the theatrics of a ghost
government —where the chief minister held
no ministry and took no real responsibility.
This abdication of duty and betrayal of the
people became the defining characteristic
of AAP's rule. Delhi was left to deteriorate
while Kejriwal focused on self-promotion,
blame games and political expansion.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Delhi
witnessed the true face of AAP — a govern-
ment that abandoned its people in their
darkest hour. As oxygen shortages claimed
lives and hospitals ran out of beds, the AAP
government failed to coordinate even basic
emergency services. Ina cruel betrayal, AAP
pushed millions of migrant workers into
despair, leaving them stranded without
food or shelter. In both waves of the pan-
demic, Kejriwal’s government simply van-
ished, forcing the central government to
step in and take control to save lives. On the
ground, the cadre of the RSS and BJP rose
to the occasion, ensuring relief, medical aid,
and logistical support for struggling fami-
lies —while AAP’s leaders hid behind press
conferences and propaganda.

Remember the incessant advertisement
of the “world-class” mohalla clinics? There-
ality on the ground is a complete collapse of
healthcare services. These clinics became
nothing more than photo-ops, while major
government hospitals suffered underfund-
ingand mismanagement. Patients struggled
to get essential medicines, and life-saving
surgeries were delayed due to the lack of
staff and resources.

Despite being India's largest metropoli-
tan powerhouse, Delhi witnessed a cata-
clysmic collapse of urban governance and
infrastructure under AAP's rule. As monsoon
waterlogging wreaked havoc and summer
droughts left citizens parched, the city spi-
ralled into a state of lawlessness and decay.
It choked under smog in winter, while the

Yamuna turned toxic after entering Delhi
even as water treatment plants malfunc-
tioned due to negligence. Meanwhile,
Kejriwal and his team were busy expanding
into Punjab and Gujarat, treating Delhi like
anafterthoughtin their political ambitions.

One of the biggest myths AAP sold to the
people was the so-called education revolu-
tion. It was all a carefully orchestrated PR
stunt. While Kejriwal and his ministers
toured schools with cameras, basic facilities
like clean toilets, libraries, and laboratories
were missing. Instead of genuinely reform-
ing education, AAP spent crores on adver-
tising its non-existent success.

No government has displayed as much
apathy towards Dalits and marginalised
communities as AAP. It consistently neg-
lected Delhi’s rural areas and agricultural
belts, treating them as if they were not even
partofthe capital. Unsurprisingly, these seg-
ments have delivered a sharp rebuke to
AAP's elitist politics, which viewed the poor
and marginalised merely as vote banks to
be lured with freebies, devoid of any real dig-
nity or empowerment.

The party that claimed to be an anti-cor-
ruption crusader proved to be the most cor-
rupt political formation in recent memory.
When people were fighting to survive dur-
ing the pandemic, Kejriwal and AAP were
orchestrating the liquor scam. When peo-
ple were struggling with the collapsing infra-
structure, Kejriwal was building his Sheesh
Mahal. AAP betrayed Delhi. It misused pub-
lic funds, lied about governance, and turned
its back on the people who trusted it. Now,
the people have held it accountable. The
2025 election results are not just a defeat for
AAPbut aresounding rejection of its lies, ar-
rogance, and politics of anarchy.

The people have rewarded the hard
work and resilience of the BJP. Despite not
having been in power for almost three
decades, the BJP retained and expanded its
voter base, demonstrating the importance
of ideology and organisation, unlike the pol-
itics of convenience of AAP. Unlike the the-
atrics of AAP and noise by the Congress, the
BJP focused on the on-ground campaign and
election management, with its senior lead-
ers hitting the ground with small drawing-
room meetings. A carefully crafted cam-
paign and comprehensive manifestoleft no
social, economic, professional or regional
category behind. The BJP's youth wing en-
sured special outreach to rural Delhi under
its ‘Youth Connect with Delhi Dehat’, under
which more than 500 youth and student
leaders from different political parties and
social organisations joined the BJP.

This election witnessed a spontaneous
and autonomous mobilisation of the peo-
ple, who convened meetings and actively
reinforced the call for change. It clearly
demonstrates that people are seeking a gov-
ernment capable of delivering serious, sta-
ble governance to address the complex chal-
lenges of urban administration. It is no
surprise that when the question is of gover-
nance and development, the people’s un-
equivocal choice remains the BJP.

The writer is national vice-president of the
BJPyouth wing and member of the election
management committee of the Delhi BJP for
youth and special outreach

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CONSUMPTION BOOM

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘For
growth’s sake’(IE, February 8). With this
rate cut, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has sent a clear signal: It wants to boost
lending, stimulate consumer demand
and nurture investment. By lowering the
borrowing cost, the RBIwants businesses
toexpand. Itis trying to boost consump-
tion to help economic growth. Now,
banks will be happy to extend credit
more freely but they need to be wary of
what they have witnessed with their mi-
crofinance and unsecured loan portfo-
lios inrecent months. The real estate sec-
tor and SMEs will breathe a sigh of relief
and individual borrowers should see a
reduction in their EMIs. With more
money in their pockets, coupled with the
recent income tax cuts, this is a positive
environment for a consumption boom.
The RBIwill pray that while it did its best
to spur economic growth, inflation
should not play spoilsport.

Bal Govind, Noida

‘WAKE-UP CALL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Journey’s
end’ (IE, February 8). AUS military C-17
Globemaster aircraftlanded in Punjab's
Amritsar with 104 deported Indians.
This is the first instance of the US using
amilitary aircraft for such deportations,
reflecting the new administration's ef-
forts to expedite the removal of illegal
migrants. This is not the first time:
Between 2009 and January 2025, the
US sent back nearly 15,700 Indian na-

tionals. External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar told the Rajya Sabha that the
deportation of illegal immigrants from
the US to India is not a new phenome-
nonand that there hasbeen a standard
operating procedure in place. On hu-
manitarian grounds, the chaining and
handcuffing of helpless captives aboard,
completely restricting the deportees’
movementand even their access to the
washroom, must put to shame all those
responsible for the infraction of our cit-
izens'right to dignity. Their crime? They
went looking for a better life. They did it
illegally but that does not make them
criminals who need to be treated worse
than animals. There are no jobs at home.
People are spending lakhs of rupees for
overseas employment. What is hap-
pening in the amrit kaal?

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee, Faridabad

THIS REFERS to the editorial,
Journey’send' (IE, February 8). Everyone
inthe country should feel humiliated by
the treatment meted out to the Indian
nationals who were deported from the
United States. However, no discussion
seems to be taking place about how to
dispel the circumstances that force these
people to take such a huge risk and in-
vest large chunks of money to leave their
motherland with uncertain prospects.
These pictures should serve as a wake-
up call for those in the government to
act in the right direction by providing
ample employment opportunities at
home. The state should also initiate a to-
tal crackdown on the travel agent mafia.

Deepak Sharma, Panchkula

NAGPUR
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SCIENCE

HOW MICE LEARN TO SUPPRESS FEAR,
IMPLICATIONS OF THISFINDING

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

ATEAM of scientists has determined how
the brain of a mouse overcomes instinc-
tive fear, according to the findings of a
new study.

The findings can have implications for
developing treatments to benefit people
who struggle with fear-related disorders,
including phobias, anxiety and post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD).

There are two regions in the brain that
work together to learn to suppress re-
sponses to perceived threats that prove
harmless over time, the analysis has re-
vealed. The study, ‘Overwriting an in-
stinct: Visual cortex instructs learning to
suppress fear responses’, was published
in the journal Science on February 6.1t was
carried out by researchers based at the
University College London (the United
Kingdom).

Sara Mederos, a neuroscientist at
University College London who led the
study, told The Washington Post, “We have
uncovered the mechanism by which the
brain — through experience — can under-
stand which potential instinctive dangers
are actually not a danger.”

How was the study carried out?

In a laboratory experiment, the re-
searchers exposed 100 mice to arepeated
visual threat that proved harmless over
time — in this case, an expanding dark cir-
cle that imitated a swooping bird.

To teach the mice that the dark circle
was not dangerous, the researchers in-
troduced a barrier to prevent the mice
from hiding.

“Initially, the mice ran for shelter
when the ominous shadow [of the bird]
appeared, as their classic instinctive fear
response kicked in. But after 30 to 50 sim-
ulated swoops, the scientists observed
something: The mice came to realise the
threat was harmless and learned to sup-
press their instinct,” the Washington Post
report said.

Once that happened, the mice
stopped paying attention to the dark cir-
cle and continued to forage and explore
asusual.

Researchers had also inserted silicon
probes into the brains of mice, and used

Over the years, scientists, while
studying learning and memory in
mice, have focused on examining
the visual cortex. Wikimedia Commons

them to track the mammal’s neural
mechanisms as they learnt to suppress
their instinctive fear.

What did it observe about mice
behaviour?

According to the study, two brain ar-
eas were involved in helping the mice
learn to distinguish the lack of threat.

One was the visual cortex, which
processes visual information. This region
played a role in learning to suppress the
fear reaction. The other region was the
ventrolateral geniculate nucleus (VLGN),
where the brain stores memories to dis-
regard instinctive fears.

Over the years, scientists, while study-
ing learning and memory in mice, have
focused on examining the visual cortex.
However, they did not quite explore the
VLGN.

This areais located “between the neo-
cortex, which detects a threat, and the
brain stem, which activates the body’s in-
stinctive response,” the Washington Post
report said.

This is the first time that scientists
have realised that the vLGN plays a role
inrecalling a learnt behaviour.

The researchers hope that one day,
they will be able to develop drugs tar-
geted specifically to the VLGN, helping
humans deal with anxiety or PTSD.

“Targeting brain areas like the ventro-
lateral geniculate nucleus could open up
new avenues to treat these disorders,”
Mederos told Washington Post.
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Single engine, double engine

Delhi voters seem to have bought the BJP’s pitch that only its ‘double engine sarkar’ can deliver progress.
Here’s a status check using data: states, both BJP- and non-BJP-ruled, compared on 11 broad parameters

UDIT MISRA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

DELHI HAS voted emphatically for the so-
called “double engine” government, hand-
ing the BJP power in the state as well. To ex-
tend the metaphor, they have alighted from
the Aam Aadmi Party’s “single engine” that
has pulled Delhi for almost the entire period
of the NDA's rule at the Centre.

How did the AAP’s single engine perform
during the past decade, especially compared
with states that were powered by the BJP’s
double engine — as also other states in the
country with single-engine governments?

The table makes the comparison using
selected variables ranging from economic
performance to the fiscal health of the gov-
ernment and welfare of the state’s residents.
States have been chosen in a way that the
table covers, to the extent possible, both the
political spectrum and the geographical span
of the country.

M Gujarat and Haryana have had BJP dou-
ble-engine governments from 2014 through
2025. Haryana provides an interesting con-
trast with single-engine Delhi because it is
contiguous to the national capital, and many
voters divide their lives and work between
the two states.

W West Bengal under Mamata Banerjee
has remained solidly single engine through-
out this period, resisting the powerful polit-
ical push from the BJP.

M Bihar has been a state with a uniquely
mixed record in this period. While Nitish
Kumar has been in charge as Chief Minister
throughout (barring the nine-month period
in 2014-15 when Jitan Ram Manjhi was the
Chief Minister), the BJP has been in and out
of government — out from 2014-17, in from
2017-22, out again from 2022-24, and back in
government last year.

M Tamil Nadu provides an altogether dif-
ferent type of contrast — it is a state where
the BJP has not been in direct contention for
power in any way during the past decade.

What the data show

REAL PER CAPITA ECONOMIC OUT-
PUT: Among these states, Delhi performed
the worst — per capita state output (size of
the economy after taking population into ac-
count) grew at just 3.2% annually between
2014 and 2024.

By contrast, with an annual CAGR (com-
pounded annual growth rate) of 6.6%, double-
engine Gujarat grew more than twice as fast.

West Bengal, the other single-engine
state, also lagged behind on growth rate.

INCREASE IN GENERAL PRICE LEVEL
DUETO INFLATION: The rate of inflation es-
sentially shows how much the general price

2014-15102023-24
CAGR (in %) of Real per capita NSDP
Rise in general price level*

Worker Population Ratio (urban)
Expenditure on Education#

Exp on Health & Family Welfare#
Gross Fiscal Deficit (% of GSDP)

Outstanding Liabilities (% of GSDP)

Poverty Ratio

Urban Unemployment Rate (per 1000)

Exp on roads, bridges (% of state budget)

CAGR (in %) of Per capita electricity availability

How Selected States Performed

"Allstates, UTs | Delhi | Gujarat | Haryana | Bihar | WB | TN |

- 32 6.6 4.5 35 4 5.8

64.00% 51.00% | 59.00% | 64.00% | 57.00% | 67.00% |69.00%

51 20 23 40 73 33 1

37.00% 32.80% | 40.50% | 35.20% |26.70% | 41.30% | 39.50%

4.6 4.6 6.3 2.7 4 2 54

13.2 21 13.6 10.3 18.5 14.2 11.8

5.6 12 59 4.5 6.1 6 4.6

- 0.7 17 2.8 89 35 35

- 2 18 30 37 38 31

5.40% 2.90% 5.10% 4.00% | 10.70% 4.70% 3.70%

15.00% 3.40% 11.70% 710% | 33.80% 11.90% 2.20%

NSDP: Net State Domestic Product, *between FY15 and FY24 (effect of inflation), EXP: Expenditure, # (as a % of total expenditure)
Source: RBI, MoSPI, PRS Legislative Research, Niti Aayog, Indian Express research

level (based on a representative basket of con-
sumer goods) went up in a particular year.
The general price level keeps rising over time,
even when the inflation rate has moderated.
The net increase in the price level shows the
affordability of goods and services.

On this metric, the AAP’s record was the
best. In Delhi, the general price level went up
by 51% over the past decade — that is, a bas-
ket of goods that cost Rs 100 in 2014 cost Rs
151in2024. This rate is much lower than the
national average of 64%. Tamil Nadu experi-
enced the highest cumulative inflation.

URBAN UNEMPLOYMENT RATE: This
is the percentage of people who are actively
seeking a job and not getting one. The na-
tional average was 51 unemployed per 1,000.

Delhi stood at 20, much lower than the
national average and the lowest in this group
of states. Bengal was at 33, and Gujarat did
almost as well as Delhi. Bihar had the high-
est urban unemployment.

URBAN EMPLOYMENT RATE: Often in
India, the number of people looking for a job
falls — such as during the Covid-19 lockdown,
or simply because people are exhausted with
repeated failures and just stop looking. As
such, more than the unemployment rate, it is
the employment rate that captures the
labour stress.

Employment rate is also called the
Worker Population Ratio — or the percent-
age of workers in the population. The higher
the rate the better.

Delhi’s employment rate was lower than
the national average and better than only
Bihar's among these states. But West Bengal,
asingle-engine state, was ahead of everyone,
including double-engine Gujarat.

BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON ROADS &

BRIDGES: Since 2014, and more since 2019,
the Centre has focused on ramping up phys-
ical infrastructure in the form of roads
and bridges, hoping that these investments
will improve the productive capacity of
the country.

While Delhi matched the national aver-
age (of all states and UTs), Gujarat led the ex-
penditure on this count as a percentage of
the state budget. Haryana and West Bengal
lagged far behind.

BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON EDUCA-
TION: Governments in India generally do not
spend enough on education and health.
Delhi under AAP has been an outlier —
spending on education (as a percentage of
total) was 21% in 2023 (Revised Estimates),
much more than the national average of
13% and double that of double-engine
Haryana (10%).

BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON HEALTH
& FAMILY WELFARE: AAP's Delhi led on
Health too, with 12% of its total expenditure,
compared with the national average of
just5.6%.

GOVT’S BORROWINGS (gross fiscal
deficit): Fiscal deficit refers to the amount of
money a state government has to borrow to
meet the gap between its expenses and its
income ina particular year. Prudential norms
require fiscal deficit to be within 3% of the
state’s GDP. Delhi’s fiscal deficit in FY23 was
just0.7%,and Gujarat and Haryana too were
within the prudential norms.

GOVT'S OUTSTANDING LIABILITIES:
While fiscal deficits show the borrowing
for one particular year, the outstanding lia-
bilities refer to the debt accumulated by
states from borrowings in the past. On this
count, AAP’s Delhi did way better than the

rest of this pack.

PER CAPITA AVAILABILITY OF ELEC-
TRICITY: This is a good way to capture the
improvement in a state’s economy. Like the
per capita real GDP, AAP-ruled Delhi saw
fairly feeble year-on-year growth (CAGR) of
2.9% over the past decade.

Bihar grew at almost four times that pace.
Gujarat started the decade behind Delhi —
1,465 kWh to Delhi’s 1,599 — but finished far
ahead — 2,414 kWh to Delhi’s 2,118 kWh.

POVERTY RATIO: The RBI used NITI
Aayog’s 2023 update on the Multid-
imensional Poverty Index along with
National Family Health Survey data to pro-
vide the headcount ratio of poverty in each
state. Poverty ratios had declined across the
board; Delhi, which had just 4.4% poverty in
2015-16 had brought it down to 3.4% — be-
hind only Tamil Nadu (2.2% poverty) in this
list. Bihar had 55% poverty ratioin 2015, and
still has more than 33%.

Upshot of data

WHERE AAP’S SINGLE ENGINE
RACED AHEAD: The outgoing government
in Delhi established a new benchmark in
terms of budgetary spending on education
(including sports and arts) and health, while
still being the most fiscally responsible gov-
ernment.

It was also the most effective in contain-
ing inflation, which hits the common man
the hardest.

WHERE AAP LAGGED BEHIND: On the
overall pace of economic output, spending
on physical infrastructure, and improving the
availability of electricity, the AAP’s single en-
gine appears to have run out of steam, ac-
cording to the data.

What is South Africa’s new land
law that Trump finds ‘immoral’?

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

UNITED STATES President Donald Trump
has signed an Executive Order ending finan-
cial assistance to South Africa forits alleged
“unjust and immoral practices” that include
the enactment of anew domestic land law,
and taking “aggressive positions” against
the US and Israel at the International Court
of Justice and “reinvigorating its relations
with [ran”.

On February 5, two days before Trump
signed the Order titled “Addressing
Egregious Actions of the Republic of South
Africa”, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio
had declared he would not attend the G20
foreign ministers’ meeting in Johannesburg
on February 20-21 because South Africa
was “doing very bad things”.

The President’s close aide, “Special
Government Employee” Elon Musk has at-
tacked South Africa for its allegedly “openly
racist ownership laws”, and had earlier ac-
cused the government of President Cyril
Ramaphosa of inaction in the killings of
white farmers.

New Expropriation Act

On January 24, South Africa imple-
mented the new Expropriation Act, which
allows the state to seize land without com-
pensation for public purposes or in public
interest in certain circumstances.

The law, which was discussed for five
years, including public consultations, pro-
vides a legal framework for expropriation
by the state in accordance with Section
25(2) of the South African constitution.

Inmost cases, the expropriating author-
ity is required to negotiate with the prop-
erty owner for an agreement before resort-
ing to expropriation. A day after Trump’s
social media post, Ramaphosa clarified on
Xthat the “Expropriation Act is not a confis-
cation instrument, but a constitutionally
mandated legal process that ensures public
access toland in an equitable and just man-
ner as guided by the constitution”.

Private property and the state’s
right to acquire according to law

Wrongs of apartheid era

The need for the new law, which re-
pealed and replaced the apartheid-era
Expropriation Act of 1975, arose from the
highly skewed pattern of land ownership
in South Africa.

According to research by Edward Lahiff,
an expert on southern Africa at the Univ-
ersity of Corkin Ireland, when racist minor-
ity rule over South Africa ended in 1994,
about 86% of agricultural land was con-
trolled by white people, who constituted
10.9% of the population. (“Willing Buyer,
Willing Seller’: South Africa’s failed exper-
iment in market-led agrarian reform’, Third
World Quarterly, 2007)

The needle has not moved much in the
three decades since — a land audit from
2017, the most recent available, showed that
white people stillowned 72% of agricultural
landholdings. Today, whites are only about
7% of South Africa’s 62 million population.

Under the 1975 Act, the state was obli-
gated to pay owners to seize their lands un-
der the principle of “willing seller, willing
buyer” (WSWB), which delayed the process
ofland redistribution. The WSWB principle
allowed owners to sell to the highest bid-
der on the open market, effectively protect-
ing their racial preferences, Lahiff wrote in
a2005 policy brief.

Also, the “willingness” of the buyer
alone was not enough, and while the state
was free to intervene, it did not offer to act
as an agent for the buyer, Lahiff noted.
(‘From ‘willing seller, willing buyer’ to a peo-
ple-driven land reformy’, Programme for Land
and Agrarian Studies, 2005)

Land reforms to address this situation,
including the new Expropriation Act, is part
of the South Africa National Development
Plan 2030, which aims to eliminate poverty
and reduce inequality.

The new law has faced resistance from
the white-dominated Democratic Alliance
(DA) party, the second largest in the ruling
coalition. The DA has accused Ramaphosa’s
African National Congress of not consulting
its coalition partners on the law, and has
criticised it as being unconstitutional.

Trump, the US, and SA

Trump had taken up the alleged vio-
lence against white South Africans during
his previous term (2017-21) as well. In
August 2018, after Fox News ran a segment
on the South African government’s plan to
redistribute land to black people who had
been dispossessed during apartheid, Trump
tweeted about “farm seizures and expro-
priations and the large scale killing of farm-
ers” in that country.

In his Executive Order issued on
February 7, Trump mentioned the “ethnic
minority Afrikaner” people, the descen-
dants of Dutch settlers who first arrived in
the mid 17th century,and who speak alan-
guage called Afrikaans and have significant
rural landholding.

However, the relationship between
South Africa and the US had been develop-
ing strains even before Trump returned to
the Oval Office. Pretoria has been cultivating
ties with Russia and Iran in recent years, and
in  December
2023, itinstituted
a case against
Israel, the closest
ally of the US, in the International Court of
Justice, claiming genocide against
Palestinians in Gaza.

Over the past week, the Trump admin-
istration has all but shut down the US
Agency for International Development (US-
AID), which coordinates the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR),
the world’s largest effort to combat
HIV/AIDS. PEPFAR has been critical to South
Africa’s fight against the disease — of the
$320 million aid committed to the country
by the US in 2024, more than $220 million
went to support its HIV/AIDS program.

In his February 3 post on X, Ramaphosa
wrote, “With the exception of PEPFAR Aid,
which constitutes 17% of South Africa’s
HIVAids programme, there is no other fund-
ing thatis received by South Africa from the
United States”. South Africa is estimated to
have more than 9 million HIV-positive peo-
ple, more than any other country. The fu-
ture of PEPFAR is uncertain.

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 9

IN HIS response to President Donald
Trump’s Truth Social post accusing South
Affica of confiscating private land, President
Cyril Ramaphosa posted on X, “South Aftica,
like the United States of America and other
countries, has always had expropriation
laws that balance the need for public usage
of land and the protection of rights of prop-
erty owners”. How did these laws evolve?

Eminent Domain

Laws in South Africa, the United States,
and India all have certain common roots in
Europe. Laws in all these countries allow-
ing compulsory land acquisition and expro-
priation by the state are also known as “em-
inent domain”.

The expression can be traced to the legal
treatise De jure belli ac pacis (On the Law of
War and Peace)

AL ¥N][50) GLOBAL/LAW

written by the
Dutch scholar

Hugo Grotius in
1625. Grotius explained the term “do-
minium eminens” (“supreme lordship” in
Latin) thus: “The property of subjectsis un-
der the eminent domain of the state, so that
the state or he who acts for it may use and
even alienate and destroy such property,
not only in the case of extreme nec-
essity...but for ends of public utility.”

This concept travelled with the
European colonists, and was eventually
codified into written laws such as the Land
Acquisition Act, 1894, in India and the
Expropriation Act, 1975, in South Africa.

Right to private property

The Magna Carta (1215 CE) of King John
of England recognised for the first time that
the King was not above the law, granted civil
rights to the English people, and decreed
that the citizens’ right to hold property
could not be taken away “except by the law-
ful judgment of his (the King’s) peers or by
the law of the land”. The requirement that

LAND ACQUISITION IN US & INDIA

M In the US, land acquisition has
gradually moved towards
encouraging private investment, with
the intent to boost economic growth.

M In Kelo v. City of New London (2005),
the US Supreme Court ruled that
efforts to acquire property to

M In India, several laws detail land
acquisition provisions in specific
cases, including the construction of
highways, atomic energy plants, and
the preservation of national
monuments.

M For more than a century, however,
the subject was governed by the Land
Acquisition Act, 1894, which allowed
the government to acquire land for
“a public purpose” in exchange for
compensation to the landowner.
However, this did not address the
concerns of affected families other
than the landowner.

facilitate private economic
development would fulfil the “public
use” requirement.

M In response, several states, such as
Alabama, Delaware, and Texas passed
laws restricting the use of eminent
domain to acquire private property.

M In 2013, the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act came into force to
establish a “humane, participative,
informed and transparent process
for land acquisition”.

M Besides compensating
landowners, the Act requires
authorities to conduct a Social
Impact Assessment to determine
who will be affected by the
acquisition, with provisions on
compensation, rehabilitation and
resettlement.

land be acquired only through a “due
process of law” influenced property rights
in the former colonies.

UNITED STATES: In the US, the Fifth
Amendment (1791) stated that no person
shall be deprived of their property “with-
out due process of law”, and that no private
property shall be “taken for public use,
without just compensation”.

SOUTH AFRICA: Section 25 of the
South African Constitution says: “No one
may be deprived of property except in
terms of law of general application, and no
law may permit arbitrary deprivation of
property”. It clarifies that property can only
be legally acquired if it is “for a public pur-
pose or in the public interest”, and the
landowner is compensated.

INDIA: The Constitution of India initially

recognised the right to own property as a
fundamental right under Article 19, which
guaranteed all citizens the right “to acquire,
hold and dispose of property”. In addition,
under Article 31, property could not be
taken possession of or acquired for public
purposes unless “the law provides for com-
pensation for the property taken posses-
sion of or acquired”.

In 1978, these rights were removed from
the Fundamental Rights chapter. Article
300A was subsequently introduced, which
said that, “No person shall be deprived of
his property save by authority of law.”

The Constitutions of all three countries
recognise/ previously recognised that gov-
ernments must only acquire private prop-
erty whenit serves a public use or purpose,
and landowners must be compensated.

NAGPUR
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EcoNOMY

MARKET WATCH
McAP OF 6 OF Topr-10 VALUED Cos JumMmPps

The combined market valuation of six of the top-10 most valued firms
surged Rs 1,18,151.75 crore last week, with HDFC Bank and Bharti
Airtel emerging as the biggest gainers. Last week, Sensex climbed 354.23

points, or 045%, and the Nifty went up 77.8 points, or 0.33%.

PTI

‘OURGOALISTOINTEGRATE INTO THE GLOBAL VALUE CHAIN’

‘Tariff on top 30 items imported
from the US between

THE MAJORITY of items im-
ported from the US are not sub-
ject to high tariffs, since the duty
on the top 30 imported items —
including crude oil, LNG, coal, di-
amonds, and aeroplanes —
ranges from O to 7.5 per cent,
SANJAY KUMAR AGARWAL,
Chairman of the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) said in an interview with
SOUMYARENDRA BARIK and
RAVI DUTTA MISHRA. Agarwal
said that India is aiming to inte-
grate into the global value chain
and that the reduction in the av-
erage Customs duty from 11.65
per cent to 10.66 per cent is the
“beginning” and that several in-
dustries had sought high tariff
protection, but agreeing to them
would lead to inefficiencies in
the manufacturing sector. This
comes as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected to
discuss trade ties with US
President Donald Trump during
his visit to America on February
12-13. Edited Excerpts:

How much of the
commentary coming out of
the US on India being a high-
tariff country played arole in
cutting duties in the Budget?
The average Customs rate in
India was 11.65 per cent which,
after this rationalisation exer-
cise, has come down to 10.66
per cent, so it is not very high.
And if we look at the items
imported from the US, the top
30items include crude oil, LNG,
coal, diamonds, and aeroplanes.
The duty rates on these are ei-

— BRIEFLY —

Sebiforchangesin
auditorappointing

normsforCos

New Delhi: To strengthen cor-
porate governance at listed
firms, Sebi has proposed a re-
vised format for annual secre-
tarial compliance report, eligi-
bility criteria for the
appointment of auditors and
inclusion of monetary thresh-
olds for Related Party
Transactions (RPTs) approvals.
These proposals are aimed at
ensuring that listed entities
maintain high standards of
compliance and transparency
in their dealings. In its consul-
tation paper, Sebi has proposed
changes toimprove the format
and content of the Annual
Secretarial Compliance Report
(ASCR), aiming for more ex-
plicit confirmation of compli-
ance with securitieslaw.  PTI

Maruti Suzuki
plans to boost
charginginfra

New Delhi: Maruti SuzukiIndia
aims to bolster charging infra-
structure in the country before
itdrivesine VITARA with plans
toestablish the model as a pri-
mary vehicle in a household,
according to a senior company
executive. The auto major also
plans to boost after-sales sup-
port, bring in a leasing model
and more finance options to
encourage customers to buy
the model. “One of the major
concerns for the customer is
the adequacy of the public in-
frastructure in terms of the
chargers.Sowe are planning to
have a fast charger at a fre-
quency of 10 kilometers in the
top 100 cities,” Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) senior executive of-
ficer (Marketing & Sales)
Partho Banerjee said. PTI

OYOPAT ises
nearly 6 times to
f166.¢crinQ3

New Delhi: Travel tech unicorn
OYOrecorded a profit after tax
(PAT) of Rs 166 crore in the
third quarter ended December,
up nearly six times from Rs 25
crore in the year-ago period,
sources said. The company’s
revenue in the third quarter
rose toRs 1,695 crore, growing
almost 31 per cent from Rs
1,296 crore ayear earlier, mark-
ing a turnaround from flat
topline seen in FY24. PTI

e
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ther exempt or very low, at 2.5
per cent, 5 per cent, and 7.5 per
cent, so we cannot say that the
major imports from the US are
subject to high tariffs.

Yes, there are items like mo-
tor cars and motorcycles which
were earlier subjected to tariff
rates of 125 per centand 100 per
cent, respectively. The effective
rate was lower; for cars, it was
70 per cent or 110 per cent, de-
pending on engine capacity. For
motorcycles, it was 50 per cent.
In the case of motorcycles, it was
decided that we could bring
down the rate for those not pro-
duced in India.

Motorcycles above 1,600cc
are not produced in India, so the
rate has been reduced from 50
per cent to 30 per cent. For mo-
torcycles produced in India, be-
low 1,600cc, the rate has been
reduced to a lesser extent, from
50 per cent to 40 per cent. Motor
cars have not been touched.

THEEXPRESS

INTERVIEW

WITH
SAaNjAY KUMAR
AGARWAL

CHAIRMAN, CENTRAL BOARD OF
INDIRECT TAXES & CUSTOMS

There has been consistent
demand for protection from
the industry. Is the
government convinced that
these protections have to go
away for India to become
part of the global value
chain?

In the rate rationalisation ex-
ercise, duty rates of 0 per cent,
2.5 per cent, 5 per cent, 7.5 per
cent, and 10 per cent have not
been changed. In the case of in-
dustrial goods, out of 8,500 tar-
iff lines, 6,500 fall within this
narrow band. These rates have
remained unchanged for nearly
two decades, so we did not alter
them.

We receive representations
from different segments of the
manufacturing sector request-
ing higher import duties on
items that they produce. At the
same time, we receive requests
from their suppliers to raise du-
ties on competing products.

If we keep increasing duty
rates, we will become a very
high-tariff nation, which will

create inefficiencies in the man-
ufacturing sector. Our goal is to
integrate into the global value
chain. If we maintain high tar-
iffs, it will lead to inefficiencies
and we may struggle to compete
in the global market and in
terms of export. Exporting is es-
sential to earning foreign ex-
change and maintaining the bal-
ance of trade.

Value addition in electronic
items remains low. How do
you see it changing?

Exemptions in this Budget
have been granted for certain
sub-parts based on recommen-
dations from the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY). They ex-
amined whether these compo-
nents would be manufactured
domestically in the near future
and made recommendations
accordingly.

However, for higher-value
components such as printed cir-
cuit board (PCB) assemblies,
camera modules, and connec-
tors, which are not yet fully
manufactured in India, we need
to reduce duties on parts to en-
courage manufacturers to pro-
duce these intermediate com-
ponents. Some manufacturing
is already happening, but if we
want more value additionin the
country, we must take a stag-
gered approach.

A number of states have
raised the issue of lower
revenue. The Basic Customs
Duty collected, shared by the

0-7.9% only’

Centre and states, is
decreasing while cess
collected by the Centre is
increasing in a number of
items in this Budget. How do
yousee it?

Yes, you are right that when
the Basic Customs Duty (BCD)
rates have been lowered in the
rate rationalisation exercise to
avoid any major immediate
shock to industry, it was decided
to impose an equivalent AIDC
(Agriculture Infrastructure and
Development Cess), which is a
cess.

The Centre does not share
cesses with the states, whereas
BCDis. So, to that extent, the rev-
enue flow to the states will be
lower.

However, if we look at the to-
tal impact, there will be a rev-
enue loss of Rs 1,900 crore due
to shifting some of what was
earlier collected as BCD to AIDC.
Yes, definitely, there is some
shifting, but for individual states,
the impact will not be signifi-
cant, as it is not a massive
amount.

Since we had to begin some-
where, it was decided to ratio-
nalise the BCD rates and elimi-
nate certain high rates.

When high rates are elimi-
nated, we cannot immediately
reduce the effective duty inci-
dence, as that would remove the
tariff protection available to a
particular sector. So, accordingly,
AIDC has been levied. This is a
rate rationalisation exercise, and
there was never any intention to
deprive states of revenue.

2,664 borrowers marked as wilful
defaulters at end-March 2024

There were 2,664 unique borrowers, excluding individuals
and overseas borrowers, classified as wilful defaulters as on
March 2024 as per the RBI, the Rajya Sabha was informed

Replying to another question, the minister said the gross
non-performing assets (GNPAs) pertaining to gold loans in
commercial banks and upper and middle-layer NBFCs have
increased by 18.14% from March 2024 to June 2024

However, theincreasein
the number of such wilful
defaulters has declined

M Ina written reply, Minister of
State in Ministry of Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said that
comprehensive measures have
been taken by the government and
RBI to deter wilful default and to
reduce and recover NPAs,
including those pertaining to wilful
defaulters, leading toimproved
financial stability and financial
health of banks

W Wilful defaulters are not
sanctioned any additional facilities
by banks or financial institutions,
and their unit is debarred from

FY22 160

[ G2 42

floating new ventures for five years

M Further, wilful defaulters and
companies with wilful defaulters
as promoters/directors have been
debarred from accessing capital
markets toraise funds, the
minister said

M Asaresult of the government’s
overarching policy response to
recognition of stress, resolution of
stressed accounts, recapitalisation
and reformsin banks, the financial
health and robustness of banking
sector has improved significantly,
headded

The gross GNPAs pertaining to
gold loans in banks increased by
21.03% from March 2024 to

Source: PTl/
Parliament

June 2024

questions

Small players making a
big comeback in FMCG

VIVEAT SUSANPINTO
MUMBAI, FEBRUARY 9

SMALLFAST-MOVING consumer
goods (FMCG) companies,
whose growth had slowed in the
past few quarters as giants
sought to counter them with re-
gional product variants, are now
beginning to reassert their pres-
ence in the market.

Data from research agency
NielsenlQ shows the December
quarter was marked by a sharp
uptick in sales for small players.
These firms saw 14.2 per cent
growthin terms of value, the high-
est in five quarters. Their volume
growthwasalso the highest in five
quarters at9.7 per cent.

In contrast, FMCG leaders —
those with an annual top line ex-
ceedingRs 5,000 crore — grew4.4
per cent in terms of volume dur-
ing the period. In terms of value,
the giants saw a growthrate of 6.9
per centinthe December quarter,
nearly double of what they had
achieved in the September quar-
ter (3.5 per cent) but way below
thatof small players. Experts point
to persistent inflation and urban
slowdown for FMCG giants lag-
ging behind small and regional
brandsin terms of growthratesin
the December quarter.

NielsenlQ says that small play-
ersare seeing growth in both food
and non-food categories as con-
sumers downgrade and switch to
cheaper options to manage
household expenditure. In the
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NielsenlQ data shows
the December quarter
was marked by a
sharp uptickin sales
for small players

September quarter, small players
saw avalue growth of 4.5 per cent
while their volume growth was
flat. Giants constitute 46 per cent
of India’s Rs 5-lakh crore FMCG
market. Small brands — those
withannual sales of underRs 100
crore—make up 17 per centof the
market, according to NielsenIQ.
In post-results investor calls
last week, both Nestle India and
Britannia Industries, among the
top food companies in the coun-
try, alluded to the growing pres-
sure from regional brands. They
said they were unable to pass on
the full impact of inflation to con-
sumersonaccountof the compet-
itive intensity in categories suchas

noodles and biscuits. Meanwhile,
companies such as Hindustan
Unilever (HUL) and Godrej
Consumer Products said they
were launching small packs of pre-
mium labels across their home
and personal care (HPC) portfolios
to ensure these products re-
mained accessible to consumers.

“We are mindful of regional
brands. Maggi, forinstance, could
take a hit on account of regional
competition. We are cognizant of
that. While the space will get in-
creasingly chaotic, we are turning
back to growth,” Suresh
Narayanan, chairman and MD,
Nestle India, said.

In the December 2024 quar-
ter, prepared dishes and cooking
aids, which contribute 30 per cent
toNestle India’s top line, saw high
single-digit sales growth, led by
Magginoodles. Butanalysts warn
that consistent price hikes, thanks
to food inflation, is forcing con-
sumers to try out cheaper alterna-
tives in popular categories suchas
noodles.

Varun Berry, executive vice-
chairman and MD, Britannia
Industries, said the company
would be dynamic in its pricing
and would continue to have a re-
gional bias for its innovations and
new launches. “Our innovation
pipeline will have aregional pref-
erence. We will continue to
counter competition by keeping
our attention on our core brands
(in biscuits). We will also keep a
firm eye on pricing by competi-
tors,” Berry said.

‘Govt looking
at procedural
easing to
further
promote FDI’

New Delhi: The government is
looking at further easing of proce-
dures in certain sectors to attract
more foreign direct investments
(FDI) into the country, a govern-
ment official said.

The department for promo-
tionof industry and internal trade
(DPIIT) has held stakeholder con-
sultations with different govern-
mentdepartments, regulators, in-
dustry associations, advisory and
law firms, pension funds, private
equity and venture capitals.

The department sought their
views on ways to further attract
foreign directinvestmentsinto the
country. “We have completed the
consultations. The department
has received suggestions on dif-
ferent issues. Things have not yet
been finalised..Looking at easing
of norms at the procedural front,”
the official said.

However, the official did not
disclose the sectors where the
government is considering the
procedural easing. In the consulta-
tions, issues which were raised in-
cluded permitting e-commerce
players toreceive FDlin inventory-
based models of online trade for
export purposes only; easing
press note 3 by defining beneficial
ownership; and some tweaking
of the policy for single-brand re-
tail trading. PTI

Bifurcating one of the highest

revenue-generating zones of
Railways: What will change?

The Union Cabinet last Friday gave ex-post facto approval

DHEERAJMISHRA
NEW DELHI,FEBRUARY 9

NEARLY A month after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone of the headquar-
ters of South Coast Railway in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh,
the Union Cabinet on Friday gave
the ex-post facto approval for the
planto create South Coast Railway
Zone. The new railway zone has
been created as per Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,2014.
It will be the 18th zone of the
Indian Railways, whose jurisdic-
tion has been carved out of the
East Coast Railway and South
Central Railway zones.

The Cabinet also divided
Waltair Railway Division, until
now part of the East Coast
Railway (ECoR), into two parts.
One part has been renamed
Visakhapatnam Railway
Division under the South Coast
Railway (SCoR), since Waltair “is
a colonial legacy that needs to
be changed,” according to an of-
ficial statement. The other part
of the Waltair Division will be
converted into a new division
with headquarters at Rayagada
under ECoR. The
Waltair Division is
among the highest rev-
enue-generating areas
of the Indian Railways.

While there was a
long-standing demand
for a separate railway zone af-
ter the bifurcation of Andhra
Pradesh, it has been fulfilled
only after a consonance of
power between the state and
Centre was achieved. Andhra
Pradesh’s ruling Telugu Desam
Party (TDP) is part of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) at
the Centre.

Leaders from the Biju Janata
Dal (BJD) and Congress in
Odisha expressed dissatisfac-
tion over the move and said that
the state will face economic
repercussions since the rev-
enue-generating part of ECoR,
which is headquartered in
Bhubaneswar, is being given to
the South Coast Railway.

EXPLAINED

TOBETHE18THZONE OF THE INDIAN RAILWAYS

File

THE UNION Cabinet Friday
gave the ex-post facto
approval for the plan to
create South Coast Railway
Zone.The new railway zone
has been created as per
Andhra Pradesh Reorgani-
sation Act. It will be the 18th
zone of the Indian Railways,
whose jurisdiction has been
carved out from the East
Coast Railway and South
Central Railway zones

Six year old
announcement

As per item 8 of Schedule 13
(Infrastructure) of the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act,
2014, Indian Railways was re-
quired to examine establishing
a new railway zone in the suc-
cessor state of Andhra Pradesh.

It was announced on
February 27,2019 that the Centre
has decided to create a new rail-
way division, which will be one
of the strategic hubs for opera-
tions in Andhra Pradesh. The de-

cision was taken to im-
prove operational
efficiency and provide
focused service to the
growing passenger and

® | freight demands in the
region.

After nearly six years, it is be-
ing implemented with some
modifications to a Cabinet deci-
siondated February 28,2019.The
jurisdiction of SCoR will cover a
significant portion of Andhra
Pradesh, including parts of
Telanganaand Tamil Nadu. Its key
divisions include Vijayawada
Division (from South Central
Railway), Guntur Division (from
South Central Railway) and parts
of Waltair Division (from East
Coast Railway) ie.,
Visakhapatnam. A part of the
Waltair Division will be retained
under ScoR. It will approxi-
mately comprise the sections
between stations Palasa-
Visakhapatnam-Duvvada,
Kuneru-Vizianagaram, Naupada

Not interested in
acquiring TikTok,
says Elon Musk

REUTERS
BENGALURU, FEBRUARY 9

BILLIONAIRE ELON Musk said that
he was not interested in purchas-
ing TikTok, the popular short-
video app that the United States
has been trying to ban over na-
tional security concerns with its
Chinese owner ByteDance.

Musk’s comments, made in
late January, were released online
Saturday by The WELT Group, a
part of the German media com-
pany Axel Springer SE, which
hosted a summit, where the Tesla
chief joined the conference via
video. “I have not put in a bid for
TikTok,” Musk said a week after
US President Donald Trump said
he was open to Musk buying the
ByteDance-owned app if he
wanted to do so.

“I don’t have any plans for
what I would do if I had TikTok,”
Musk said, adding that he does
not use the short video app per-
sonally,and was not familiar with
the app’s format.

“I'mnotchompingat the bit to
acquire TikTok, I do not acquire
companies in general, it'’s quite
rare,” Musk said, adding that his
billion-dollar acquisition of social
media platform Twitter, now
called X, was unusual.

“l usually build companies
from scratch,” Musk said.

The US President signed an
executive order seeking to delay
the enforcement of aban on the
popular short-video app that
was slated to be shuttered on
January 19.

ByteDance was given the
January deadline to sell the US as-
sets of TikTok or face a US ban, fol-
lowinglawmakers’ concerns that
the app poses national security
risks because China could compel
the company to share the data of
its US users. TikTok has denied

‘ ‘ I’'m not chomping at

the bit to acquire
TikTok, I do not acquire
companiesin general, it’s
quiterare”

—ELONMUSK

thatithas or ever would share US
user data.

Apple and Google have not re-
instated TikTok to their app stores
since a US law took effect. TikTok
said on Friday thatit was allowing
US Android users to download
and connect to the app through
package kits on its website, in an
effort to circumvent restrictions
on the popular platform in the
country. Trump has said that he
was in talks with multiple people
over TikTok's purchase and would
likely have adecision ontheapp’s
future this month. Ithasabout 170
million American users.

This week, the president
signed an executive order to cre-
ate a sovereign wealth fund
within the year, sayingit could po-
tentially buy TikTok.

ByteDance has previously de-
nied any plans to sell TikTok.

Trump saving TikTok repre-
sents areversal in stance from his
first term in office when he unsuc-
cessfully sought to ban the app
over concerns the company was
sharing Americans’ personal in-
formation with the Chinese gov-

ernment.

Jn.-Paralakhemundi, Bobbili n.-
Salur, Simhachalam North-
Duvvada bypass, Vadalapudi-
Duvvada and Visakhapatnam
Steel  Plant-Jaggayapalem,
equalling around 410 km. The
other part of the Waltair Division,
comprising sections between
Kottavalasa-Bacheli, Kuneru-
Theruvali Jn., Singapur Rd.-
Koraput Jn. and Paralakhemundi-
Gunpur stations, nearly 680 km,
will be placed into a new division
headquartered at Rayagada under
ECoR.

Among highest revenue
generating division

Waltair Division isamong the
highest revenue-generating areas
of the Indian Railways, primarily
owing to its freight traffic linked
tothe mining and steel industries.
These lines run through the min-
eral-rich regions of Odisha and
Chhattisgarh.

According to the datareleased
by the Ministry of Railways, ECOR
surpassed all records of the Indian
Railways in freight loading dur-
ing FY24. From April 1, 2023 to
March 25,2024, ECoR loaded 250
million tonnes (mt) of freight, sur-
passing the previous record es-
tablished in FY23.

Out of this, Khurda Road
Division of ECoR contributed
156.17 mt followed by Waltair
Division (74.66 mt) and
Sambalpur Division (19.20 mt).
ECoR is the first zone to cross the
200 mt freight loading milestone
for the fifth time in a row.

Saudi’s $63-bn
giga project
sees interest
from Indian

investors

New Delhi/Davos: Several Indian
firms have shown a keen inter-
estininvesting in Diriyah, a $63-
billion Saudi Arabian giga proj-
ect, while some big names like
Tatas and Oberois having already
signed up, its CEO Jerry Inzerillo
said. Diriyah, being billed as the
City of Earth, is being built on the
outskirts of Saudi Arabia’s capital
Riyadh and it will have homes
for 100,000 people and office
space for a further 100,000 plus.

This new city will include
over 40 luxury hotels, more than
1,000 shops, over 150 restau-
rants and cafes, a university, arts
and cultural assets, museums, an
opera house, a 20,000-seater
multipurpose event arena, a golf
course and an international
equestrian and polo centre,
among other facilities.

The real estate development
and tourism project aims to re-
store the historic birthplace of
the modern Saudi kingdom and
the site includes the UNESCO
World Heritage Site of At-Turaif.

“At Diriyah we are keen to
enhance the impact of India as
one of Saudi Arabia’s biggest
trading partners, ranking
among the top in bilateral trade,
with a trade volume of approx-
imately $52.8 billion in 2022-
23,” Inzerillo said.

He was in Davos for the
World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2025.

Inzerillo said over 3,000
Indian companies are already
operating in the Kingdom, con-
tributing to sectors such as con-
struction, IT, energy, and
telecommunications, strength-
ening the economic partnership
between the two nations.
“Diriyah is very keen to work
with firms here already and
those based in India itself,” he
said. PTI

NAGPUR



WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10,2025

16 THE WORLD

‘NO THANKS’
WHITE SOUTH AFRICANS REJECT TRUMP’S OFFER

US President Donald Trump’s offer to rehouse white South Africans as refugees fleeing persecution
may not spur quite the rush he anticipates, as even right-wing white lobby groups want to “tackle the
injustices” of Black majority rule on home soil. REUTERS

KREMLIN SPOKESMAN NEITHER CONFIRMS NOR DENIES REPORT

= [0POFTHE -
WORLD

Pope Francis in
Vatican City. File

VATICAN CITY

Popetellsarmed
forcestorespect
international law

Vatican City: Pope Francis
Sunday told soldiers, po-
lice and other law enforce-
ment officials hat armed
force can only be used for
legitimate defence and
mustalways respectinter-
national law. The pontiff
reappeared in public to
celebrate an outdoor
Jubilee Mass for the armed
forces, police and security
personnel. However, after
afewwords, he handed off
his homily to an aide to
read, saying he was having
difficulty with his breath.
“I would like to recall the
teaching of the Church in
this regard: The Second
Vatican Council says that
those who exercise their
profession in the ranks of
the army in the service of
their homeland should
consider themselves as
servants of the security
and freedom of their peo-
ple,” Francis said. AP

LIBYA

2 massgraves
of nearly 50
migrants found

Cairo: Libya authorities
uncovered nearly 50 bod-
ies from two mass graves
in the country's south-
eastern desert, officials
said Sunday, The first
mass grave with 19 bod-
ies was found Friday in a
farm in the southeastern
city of Kufra, the security
directorate said in a state-
ment,adding that author-
ities took them for au-
topsy. Authorities posted
images on its Facebook
page showing police offi-
cers and medics digging
in the sand and recover-
ing dead bodies that were
wrapped in blankets. AP

CHINA
Landslide: One
body recovered
by rescuers

Beijing: Emergency teams
in China's Sichuan
province raced against
time Sunday to locate 28
people after a landslide
triggered by rains killed
one person and buried
homes. Nearly 1,000 per-
sonnel were deployed fol-
lowing the landslide in the
village of Jinping in Junlian
county on Saturday. Some
officers navigated through
the collapsed buildings,
using drones to locate any
signs of life with the help
of locals who were famil-
iar with the area, state
broadcaster CCTV said.AP

Trump says he has spokento
Putin about endmg Ukraine war -

GUY FAULCONBRIDGE
&LIDIAKELLY
MOSCOW, FEBRUARY 9

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
said he has spoken to Russian
President Vladimir Putin by
phone about ending the war in
Ukraine, the New York Post re-
ported, the first known direct
conversation between Putinand
aU.S president since early 2022.

Trump, who has promised to
end the war in Ukraine but not
yet set out in public how he
would do so, said last week that
the war was a bloodbath and
that his team had had "some
very good talks".

In an interview aboard Air
Force One on Friday Trump told
the New York Post that he had
"better not say,” when asked
how many times he and Putin
had spoken.

"He (Putin) wants to see peo-
ple stop dying," Trump told the
New York Post. The White House
did not respond to a request for
comment outside normal busi-
ness hours.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told the TASS state news
agency that "many different
communications are emerging".

"These communications are
conducted through different
channels," Peskov said when
asked by TASS to comment di-
rectly on the New York Post re-
port.

"[ personally may not know
something, be unaware of some-
thing. Therefore, in this case, I
canneither confirm nor deny it."

The conflict in eastern
Ukraine began in 2014 after a
pro-Russian president was top-
pled in Ukraine's Maidan
Revolution and Russia annexed
Crimea, with Russian-backed
separatist forces fighting
Ukraine's armed forces.

Putin sent thousands of

in ﬂ

A member of military historical club dressed in Red Army uniform for a World War Il battle
reconstruction, in Volgograd, Russia, on Sunday. AP

troops into Ukraine in 2022, call-
ing it a "special military opera-
tion" to protect Russian speakers
in Ukraine and counter what he
said was a grave threat to Russia
from potential Ukrainian mem-
bership of NATO.

Ukraine and its Western
backers, led by the United States,
said the invasion was an impe-
rial style land grab and vowed to
defeat Russian forces.

Moscow controls a chunk of
Ukraine about the size of the
American state of Virginia and is
advancing at the fastest pace
since the early days of the 2022
invasion.

Trump-Putin summit?

Trump, author of the 1987
book "Trump: the Art of the Deal",
has repeatedly said he wants to
end the war and that he will meet
Putin to discuss it, though the
date orvenue fora summit s still

What led to
conflictin
@ east Ukraine

EXPLAINED

THE CONFLICT in eastern
Ukraine beganin 2014 af-
ter a pro-Russian presi-
dent was toppled in
Ukraine's Maidan
Revolution and Russia
annexed Crimea, with
Russian-backed sepa-
ratist forces fighting
Ukraine's armed forces.

not publicly known.

Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates are seen by Russia
as possible venues for a summit,
Reuters reported earlier this
month.

On June 14, Putin set out his
opening terms for animmediate

Baltic states switch to European
power grid, endmg Ru331a ties

REUTERS
VILNIUS, FEBRUARY 9

THE BALTIC states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania completed
a switch from Russia's electric-
ity grid to the EU's system on
Sunday, severing Soviet-era ties
amid heightened security after
the suspected sabotage of sev-
eral subsea cables and pipelines.

European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
hailed the move, yearsin the plan-
ning,as markinganew era of free-
dom for the region, in a speech at
a ceremony in Vilnius alongside
the leaders of the three countries
and the Polish president.

"These chains of power lines
linking you to hostile neighbours
will beathingof the past,” vonder
Leyen said. Debated for many

From left: Estonian President Alar Karis, Polish President
Andrzej Duda, Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda,
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and
Latvian President Edgars Rinkevics in Vilnius on Sunday. P11

years, the complex switch away
from the grid of their former
Soviet imperial overlord gained

momentum following Moscow's
annexation of Crimeain 2014 and
its invasion of Ukraine in 2022.

25 civilians killed by gunmen in Mali

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BAMAKO, FEBRUARY 9

GUNMEN HAVE attacked a con-
voy of vehicles escorted by Mali's
army, killing 25 civilians mostly
gold miners, a military

spokesman said Sunday.

The attack took place Friday
about 30 km from Gao, the largest
city in the country's northeast
where armed groups hostile to
the ruling junta operate.

It was the deadliest attack on
civilians this year. The assailants

targeted a convoy of some 60 ve-
hicles escorted by the army, mil-
itary spokesman Col Maj
Souleymane Dembélé told The
Associated Press. He said soldiers
assisted the victims and trans-
ferred 13 wounded to the Gao
hospital.

end to the war: Ukraine must
drop its NATO ambitions and
withdraw its troops from the en-
tirety of the territory of four
Ukrainian regions claimed and
mostly controlled by Russia.

Reuters reported in
November that Putin is open to
discussing a Ukraine peace deal
with Trump but rules out mak-
ing any major territorial conces-
sions and insists Kyiv abandon
ambitions to join NATO.

The Kremlin has repeatedly
urged caution over speculation
about contacts with the Trump
team over a possible peace deal.

Leonid Slutsky, head of the
Russian parliament's interna-
tional affairs committee, was
cited by the state RIA news
agency on Thursday as saying
that preparations for such a
meeting were at "an advanced
stage" and that it could take
place in February or March.

Army should
return to its
constitutional
limits: Khan

Former
Pakistan PM
Imran Khan

Islamabad: Jailed former Pakistan
premier Imran Khan on Sunday
penned an open letter to Army
chief Gen Asim Munir in which
he criticised the military's unlaw-
fulactions and itsengagementin
politics and urged it “to return to
its constitutional limits”.

In the letter posted on X, the
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) founder al-
leged mistreatment in prison, in-
cluding placing him in solitary
confinement in a death-row cell
for 20 days with no access to
sunlight or electricity.

Khan has been incarcerated
in AdialaJail Rawalpindi for over
ayear. This follows his first letter
on February 3, which urged the
military to review its approach
towards national security and
governance.

After the first letter, security
sources said it had not been re-
ceived by the military and dis-
missed reports in the media
about its existence. PTI

Israeli army vehicles inside the northern Gaza Strip on Sunday. AP

Saudi, Qatar reject Israel
PM Netanyahu’s remarks
on displacing Palestinians

REUTERS
CAIRO, FEBRUARY 9

SAUDI ARABIA and Qatar have
categorically rejected remarks
by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu about dis-
placing Palestinians from their
land, the foreign ministry said in
a statement on Sunday.

Israeli officials have sug-
gested the establishment of a
Palestinian state on Saudi terri-
tory. Netanyahu appeared to be
joking on Thursday when he re-
sponded to an interviewer on
pro-Netanyahu Channel 14 who
mistakenly said "Saudi state" in-
stead of "Palestinian state", be-
fore correcting himself.

While the Saudi statement
mentioned Netanyahu's name, it
did not directly refer to the com-
ments about establishing a
Palestinian state in Saudi territory.

Qatar, a key mediator in Gaza
ceasefire negotiations between
Hamas and Israel, described
Netanyahu's statement as
"provocative". Egypt and Jordan
also condemned the Israeli sug-
gestions, with Cairo deeming the
idea as a "direct infringement of
Saudi sovereignty".

The kingdom said it valued
"brotherly" states' rejection of
Netanyahu's remarks.

"This occupying extremist
mindset does not comprehend

Mughraqai: Israeli forces began
withdrawing from a key Gaza
corridor on Sunday, Israeli offi-
cials said, part of Israel's commit-
ments under a tenuous ceasefire
deal with Hamas that is moving
ahead but faces amajor testover
whether the sides can negotiate
its planned extension.

Israel agreed as part of the
truce to remove its forces from
the 6 km Netzarim corridor, a
strip of land that bisects north-
ern Gaza from the south that

Ceasefire deal: Israeli forces begin to
withdraw from key corridor in Gaza

Israel used as a military zone
during the war.

At the start of the ceasefire
last month, Israel began allow-
ing Palestinians to cross
Netzarim to head to their
homes in the war-battered
north, sending hundreds of
thousands streaming across
Gazaon foot and by car.

The withdrawal of forces
from the area will fulfil another
commitment to the deal, which
paused the 15-month war. AP

what the Palestinian territory
means for the brotherly people
of Palestine and its conscien-
tious, historical and legal associ-
ation with that land," it said.

Discussions of the fate of
Palestinians in Gaza has been
upended by Tuesday's shock
proposal from President Donald
Trump that the U.S. would "take
over the Gaza Strip" from Israel
and create a "Riviera of the
Middle East" after resettling
Palestinians elsewhere.

Arab states have roundly
condemned Trump's comments,
which came during a fragile
ceasefire in the Gaza war that
[srael has been waging against

40 arrested in Bangladesh
after violence at Awami
League leader’s residence

PRESS TRUSTOFINDIA
DHAKA, FEBRUARY 9

FORTY PEOPLE have been ar-
rested in Bangladesh in an oper-
ation launched following a vio-
lent attack on a student group's
activists during vandalism at an
Awami League leader's house on
the outskirts of Dhaka that left
several people injured, accord-
ing to a media report.

Chief Adviser Professor
Muhammad Yunus's govern-
ment ordered "Operation Devil
Hunt" on Saturday after the at-
tack on students and civilians in
the Gazipur district on Friday
night. Superintendent of Police
(SP) of Gazipur Chowdhury
Jaber Sadek said that the 40 peo-

Vandalised residence of
Bangladesh’s ousted Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. AP

ple were rounded up from parts
of the district as part of the op-
eration, United News of
Bangladesh reported.

On Friday night, at least 14
individuals were injured as they
came under attack in Gazipur
city's Dakshinkhan area.

HE WAS THE LAST OF A GENERATION OF AFRICAN LEADERS WHO BROUGHT THEIR COUNTRIES OUT OF COLONIAL RULE

Sam Nujoma, Namibia’s fiery freedom ﬁghter and first President, dies at 95

ASSOCIATED PRESS
OSHAKATI,FEBRUARY 9

Sam Nujoma, the fiery, white-
bearded freedom fighter who
led Namibia to independence
from apartheid South Africa in
1990 and served as its first pres-
ident for 15 years, coming to be
known as the father of his nation,
has died. He was 95.

Nujoma’s death was an-
nounced Sunday by current
Namibian President Nangolo
Mbumba, who said Nujoma died
on Saturday night after being
hospitalized in the capital,
Windhoek.

“The foundations of the
Republic of Namibia have been
shaken,” Mbumba said in a state-
ment. “Over the past three
weeks, the Founding President
of the Republic of Namibia and
Founding Father of the Namibian
Nation was hospitalized for
medical treatment and medical
observation due toill health.”

“Unfortunately, this time, the
most gallant son of our land
could not recover from his ill-
ness,” Mbumba added. He said
Nujoma “marshalled the
Namibian people during the
darkest hours of our liberation
struggle.”

Nujoma grew up in a rural,

impoverished family, the eldest
of 11 children.

Nujoma was the last of a gen-
eration of African leaders who
brought their countries out of
colonial or white minority rule
that included South Africa’s
Nelson Mandela, Zimbabwe’s
Robert Mugabe, Zambia’s
Kenneth Kaunda, Tanzania’s
Julius Nyerere and
Mozambique’s Samora Machel.

He was revered in his arid,
sparsely populated homeland in
southwest Africa as a charis-
matic father figure who steered
it to democracy and stability af-
ter long colonial rule by
Germany and a bitter war of in-

Nujoma also advocated for the advancement of womenina

largely patriarchal region. AP

dependence from South Africa.
He spent nearly 30 years in
exileas theleader of Namibia’s in-
dependence movement before
returning for Parliamentary elec-
tionsin late 1989, the first demo-
cratic vote in the country. He was
elected president by lawmakers
monthslaterin 1990 as Namibia’s
independence was confirmed.
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa said Nujoma led
Namibia’s independence move-
ment “against the seemingly un-
shakeable might of colonial and
apartheid authorities and forces”
and spurred the anti-apartheid
movement in South Africaonits
own final steps to freedom.

“Sam Nujoma inspired the
Namibian people to pride and
resistance that belied the size of
the population,” Ramaphosa
said. “Namibia’s attainment of
independence from South Africa
in 1990 ignited in us the in-
evitability of our own liberation.”

Many Namibians also cred-
ited Nujoma’s leadership for the
process of national reconcilia-
tion after the deep divisions
caused by the independence war
and South Africa’s policies of di-
viding the country into ethni-
cally based regional govern-
ments, with separate education
and health care for each race.

Even political opponents

the militant group Hamas,
which controls the narrow strip.

Trump has said Saudi Arabia
was not demanding a Palestinian
state as a condition for normalis-
ing ties with Israel. But Riyadh
rebuffed his statements, saying
it would not establish ties with
Israel without the creation of a
Palestinian state.

Gaza authorities say the war
has killed more than 47,000 of
the nearly 2 million Palestinians
who live there. Israel launched
its offensive after Hamas-led
gunmen killed some 1,200 peo-
ple and seized more than 250 as
hostages in an October 7, 2023,
attack, according to Israeli tallies.

China’s mega
embassy plan in
UK stirs protests

London: UK shadow ministers
and fellow  Opposition
Conservative Party parliamen-
tarians were among hundreds of
protesters who descended upon
the proposed site of China's so-
called mega embassy in east
London.

Shadow justice secretary
Robert Jenrick, shadow security
minister Tom Tugendhat and
former Tory leader lan Duncan
Smith joined groups represent-
ing Hong Kongers, Uyghurs and
Tibetans at the site of the historic
Royal Mint Court near the Tower
of London on Saturday.

Shadow ministers are mem-
bers of the opposition who scru-
tinise the work of the govern-
ment. China bought the 20,000
square metres of land at Royal
Mint Court in 2018 for GBP 225
million. PTI

praised Nujoma — who was
branded a Marxist and accused
of ruthless suppression of dissent
while in exile — for establishing a
democratic Constitution and in-
volving white businessmen and
politicians in government after
independence.

Nujoma also advocated for
the advancement of womenina
largely patriarchal region, saying
“there is no shortage of compe-
tent and experienced African
women to lead the way for-
ward.” Namibia elected its first
female president last year and
President-elect Netumbo Nandi-
Ndaitwah’s term is due to start
next month. AP
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SINDHU PULLS OUT OF BAMTC 2025

New Delhi: PV Sindhu has pulled out of the Badminton
Asia Mixed Team Championships in China due to a
hamstringissue, dealing a huge blow to the country's
chances. Sindhu was part of the team that had won
bronze in the previous edition. PTI

Australia win Ist
Test series in Sri
Lanka in 14 years

ASSOCIATED PRESS
FEBRUARY 9

AUSTRALIA WRAPPED up a comprehensive
2-0 series victory over Sri Lanka, sealing the
second test with a commanding nine-wicket
winin Galle on Sunday.

Top order batter Marnus Labuschagne
flicked a delivery from retiring Sri Lankan
player Dimuth Karunaratne to mid-wicket to
complete the triumph, just 15 minutes before
lunch on the fourth day.

It's Australia's first test series win on Sri
Lankan soil since 2011.

Their last success here came under Ricky
Ponting's captaincy, a 1-0 victory in 2011.
However, they suffered a 3-0 whitewash in
2016 under Steve Smith's leadership, and the
2022 series ended in a 1-1 draw. This time,
with Smith standing in as captain for Pat
Cummins, the victory was a welcome re-
demption.

“Ithought it was areal good series and we
played well from the outset,” said Australia
captain Steve Smith, who was named Player of
the Series after his consecutive hundreds.
“Everyone had their methods and stuck to it
over a long period of time and to score that
many runs was great. All our spinners and lone
quick Mitchell Starc did quite well. Beena great
series win.” Australia approached the series
with meticulous planning — including a train-
ing camp in Dubai — and executed their strate-
gies with precision.

Their batters laid the foundation with big
hundreds, allowing the bowlers to dictate
terms with attacking fields. Meanwhile, the
spinners displayed remarkable discipline and
variety, putting relentless pressure on Sri
Lanka and paved the way for a resounding 2-
0 series win.

The tourists had set the tone early, win-
ning the first test by an innings and 242 runs
- Srilanka's heaviest ever test defeat. They re-
mained clinical in the second match, ensur-
ing there was no way back for the hosts.

SriLankaresumed Sunday on 211-8, hold-
ing a slender lead of just 54 runs, with much
riding on vice-captain Kusal Mendis, who had
remained unbeaten overnight.

Mendis brought up his second half-cen-
tury in the game by guiding Nathan Lyon to
deep cover but perished in the same over,
caught at short square leg by Steve Smith.

The dismissal was a milestone moment —

Smith's 200th Test catch, a feat previously
achieved by only four players: Jacques Kallis,
Mahela Jayawardene, Rahul Dravid, and Joe
Root. Beau Webster wrapped up the innings
soon after, leaving Australia with a modest tar-
getof 75 runs.
BRIEF SCORES: Sri Lanka 257 & (o/n 211-8)
231 all out in 68.1 overs(Mendis 50;
Kuhnemann4-63, Lyon4-84)lost to Australia
414 & 75-1 in 17.4 overs (Khawaja 27*) by
9 wickets

Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne (R)
and Usman Khawaja celebrate their
win over Sri Lanka. AP

Rohit’s Cuttack attack

Skipper returns to century-hitting ways, mutes critics and helps win 2nd ODI, wrap up series triumph over England

LALITHKALIDAS
CUTTACK,FEBRUARY 9

ROHIT SHARMA had forewarned of writing
himoffin this version justyet. A seven-ball out-
ing in Nagpur may have held the question over
his head intact. But in a 142-minute master-
class at the Barabati Stadium on Sunday, the
Indian captain wiped out detractors and
England's 304-run defence with his 32nd ODI
century.

First-game heroes Shubman Gill (60) and
Shreyas lyer (44) chipped in before India
claimed a four-wicket victory and the series
winwith 33 balls to spare. Onaday where the
pacers were blunted by the England top-order,
Ravindra Jadeja’s metronomic 3/35 had ear-
lier denied the visitors a higher finish.

When the local mediareacted with raptur-
ous applause to an early Rohit maximum, a
couple of their English counterparts were left
wondering if they were teleported to the
Western Terrace back home at Headingley for
a moment. For the Indian captain though,
Sunday was all about reconnecting with hap-
pier times from not so long ago.

The distance seemed to grow larger with
every passing innings since last October, but in
an eye-popping reboot of the senses, Rohit
ticked back to the 2023 home World Cup
mode, butchering pace and the new ball to
shredsinthe V.

Balletic belligerence

Perhaps his balletic belligerence was a
touch overwhelming for the cricket-deprived
Cuttack scribes or it was the simple joy of col-
lectively forming an atmosphere that provided
a lifeline to another waning international ca-
reer, as they did in 2017 when Yuvraj Singh
cracked 150 in his comeback ODI series after
fouryears.

Rohit’s first six had teased glimpses of a bet-
ter zone. The flick had betrayed him in the first
game, in the Ranji Trophy and in Australia too.
But when Gus Atkinson came firing on length
in the second over, Rohit unfurled the chip over
the 30-yard circle with precision.

With the shuffle inside the crease fromout-
sideleg to the off-stump on point and the right
amount of muscle finally meeting the
Kookaburra, Rohit eventually dispatched an
international six after four months. The
synapses fell back magically when Rohit flayed
Saqib Mahmood over extra cover for another
maximum in the next over and followed with
another smite down the ground soon after.

Evenahalf-an-hour floodlight fiasco could
not disrupt Rohit’s tempo thereafter as India
climbed tofifty within seven overs. Bossing his
equation with Gill once again, Rohit craved
more aerial spaces to unsettle Jos Buttler’s
English attack.

The template was an all too familiar sight in
the World Cup year in 2023 where Gill blos-
somed as a patient accumulator and Rohit stu-
pefied oppositions with his spell-binding six-
hitting range. With his manic short balls
lacking the usual venom on a slightly soft
Cuttack strip, Mark Wood explored the fuller
lengths as Rohit pummelled a yorker-length
delivery overlong-on for another six with eco-
nomic movement. Rohit and Gill raised their
sixth hundred-run stand in only 27 games to-
gether within 14 overs. While Gilland areturn-
ing Virat Kohli’s dismissals in succession had
temporarily muted him, Rohit sped to his cen-
tury by biffing Wood and leggie Adil Rashid
into the crowd, the 76-ball century marking
the second quickest of his career.

Jadeja spin

While he saw off a brief middle-orderwob-
ble and sealed the chase alongside Axar Patel
(41 not out) with arasping drive through cover,
it was Jadeja’s inimitable middle-overs pres-
ence with the ball that helped the hosts make
up for the poor lengths over which the pacers

EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED

How does one train for Freestyle Chess? Sometimes, you just don’t!

AMIT KAMATH
FEBRUARY 9

THE KNOCKOUT stage of the Freestyle Chess
Grand Slam Tour in Weissenhaus started off
with a bang: with four out of the five games
ending in decisive results.

World champion Gukesh, playing with
white pieces, lost to Fabiano Caruana in 40
moves while there were also wins for Magnus
Carlsen (who beat Nodirbek Abdusattarov
with white) and Vincent Keymer (who beat
Alireza Firouzja with black). Only the Hikaru
Nakamura versus Javokhir Sindarov game
ended in a draw. All the players will be back
on the board with colours reversed on
Monday to play in the second game of the
match.

There is an unpredictability that comes
with playing freestyle chess because there
can be 960 possible opening positions. The
complexity of playing the variant then gets
raised even higher since the players are told
their opening position just 15 minutes before
the game starts. To top it all off, there is no sec-
ond time control like there is in events like
the Candidates and the World Championship.

This means that players are forced to think
long and hard from the first move itself and
with the knowledge that they only get 30-
second increments for each move they make
after the initial 90 minutes.

“It’s still chess. Pieces still move the same.
But openings are gone. No preparation open-
ing-wise before the games. That's the part of
classical chess that most people agree is not
the most fun or creative part of classical chess
these days. Even five years ago, opening prep
was a very creative process, because you
could overrule the engines and find things
that would surprise the opponent,” said
Caruana in an interview with ChessBase
India. “With Fischer Random (Freestyle
Chess), you just have a few minutes before
the game to orient yourself, and then you're
on your own. So is your opponent.”

A day before Caruana and Gukesh faced
offin the first game of the two-leg quarter-fi-
nal, the American was discussing with
Nakamura and Firouzja how you could train
for a tricky challenge like freestyle chess. In
that conversation, Caruana put forth a the-
ory: if you played four rapid games daily in
the freestyle format for two years, you could
memorise all the 960 starting positions. His

—— SCOREBOARD ——

INDIA vs ENGLAND
BARABATI STADIUM, CUTTACK
Toss: England won, chose to bat

ENGLAND

P Salt c Jadejab Varun 26 (29b, 2x4,1x6)
BDuckettcPandyabJadeja 65 (56b, 10x4)
JRootc Kohlib Jadeja 69 (72b,6x4)
HBrookc GillbRana 31(52b, 3x1,1x6)
JButtlerc GillbPandya 34 (35hb,2x4)
L Livingstone runout 41(32b, 2x4, 2x6)
JOverton c Gillb Jadeja 6(10b)
G Atkinson c Kohli b Shami 3(7b)
ARashid runout 14 (5b, 3x4)
M Wood run out 0(1b)
S Mahmood not out 0(1b)
M Extras(b2,nb1,w12) 15
M Total (all out; 49.5 overs) 304

M FoW: 1-81,2-102,3-168,4-219,5-248,6-
258,7-272,8-297,9-304,10-304

W Bowling: Mohammed Shami 7.5-0-66-1,
Harshit Rana 9-0-62-1, Hardik Pandya 7-0-53-1,
Varun Chakravarthy 10-0-54-1, Ravindra Jadeja
10-1-35-3, Axar Patel 6-0-32-0

INDIA (TARGET: 305 RUNS)
R Sharma c Rashid b Livingstone
119(90b, 12x4, 7x6)

SGillb Overton 60 (52b,9x4, 1x6)
V Kohlic Salt b Rashid 5(8b,1x4)
Slyerrunout 44 (47b, 3x4,1x6)
APatel notout 41(43b,4x4)
KL Rahul c Salt b Overton 10 (14b,1x4)

HPandyacOvertonbAtkinson 10 (6b, 2x4)
RJadejanotout 11(7b,2x4)
M Extras (Ib1,w7) 8
W Total (6 wicket; 44.3 overs) 308

M FoW:1-136,2-150,3-220,4-258,5-275, 6-
286

M Bowling: Saqib Mahmood 6-0-36-0, Gus
Atkinson 7-0-65-1, Mark Wood 8-0-57-0, Adil
Rashid 10-0-78-1, Jamie Overton 5-0-27-2,
Liam Livingstone 7-0-29-1, Joe Root 1.3-0-15-0

Floodlight failure
causes 35-min halt

Cuttack: In the seventh over of India's
chae, a floodlight tower began to
flicker before shutting down com-
pletely. According to an official, the
generator connected to one of the six
floodlight structures had conked off,
forcing a nearly 35-minute stoppage.
“There was a short-circuit issue with
the generator and we had to get it re-
placed,” the official told The Indian
Express. LALITHKALIDAS

operated. AsMohammad Shami, Harshit Rana
and Hardik Pandya’s waning lengths outside
the stumps played to the strengths of England
openers Ben Duckett and Phil Salt, India had
to fall back on Jadeja’s simplicity to fight back.
Heading into the Champions Trophy;, the left-
arm spinner has reimposed himself as India’s
lead white-ball spinner.

Fifty per cent of his 10 overs jotted with dot
balls, Jadeja outgunned half-centurions
Duckett (65) and Joe Root at crucial junctures
to keep England at least 30 short on a wicket
that held shape reasonably well throughout.

While their cross-batted range had worked
spectacularly against the pacers after winning
the toss, Buttler's men could not sustain the
momentum at the death where Rohit banked
onmore overs of spin to close out the innings.

Even as a 300-plus finish would have held
competitive on a track that was slightly slug-
gishand offered turnin the absence of dew af-
ter sunset, the English plans were expertly
warped by Rohit's magical reminder. This was
indeed a “different format, a different time”.
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India skipper Rohit Sharma roared back into form with a 90-ball 119 which included 12 fours and seven sixes. BCCI

CT: With suspense around Bumrabh,
India bring in Varun’s mystery

LALITH KALIDAS
CUTTACK, FEBRUARY 9

ISINDIA'S answer to the Jasprit Bumrah puz-
zle for the Champions Trophy a slow bowler?
Someone with similarly unusual quirks at the
crease and not born out of the typical bowling
manual.

Varun Chakravarthy’s ODI debut at 33 in
the second ODI against England at the Barabati
Stadium was not entirely about the wickets
column but more of the white-ball secret sauce
thatisyet to be completely demystified and di-
luted by oppositions. In Bumrah'’s absence, it
seems to be an enticing prospect for the team
management, who drafted the Tamil Nadu
tweaker into the 50-over side after his brilliant
T20I series against the visitors last month,
where he snapped 14 wickets in 5 outings.

A debut seemed far-fetched for
Chakravarthy with India’s likely first-choice
combination yet to hit the field, 11 days out
from their Champions Trophy opener in Dubai.
But with three days still in the bank to an-
nounce any last-minute tweaks to the provi-
sionally announced 15-member squad,
Chakravarthy’s inclusion on Sunday meant
that there could still be room for a late twist to
the Indian roster, more so if Bumrah's recov-
ery takes time.

It could be compelling for India to ponder
amove for Chakaravarthy as the seam attack
continues to wear an inconsistent look, and
the imminently better bet would be to shore
up the spin stocks behind Ravindra Jadeja.
Chakravarthy’s addition came at the expense
of the team’s lead wrist-spinner Kuldeep
Yadav, who is working his own way back into
the squad after a brief injury lay-off.

The one-dimensional seamattack’s profli-

With over 960 possible opening
positions and no second time
control, Nakamura and Carlsen
reckon the best preparation is
no preparation.
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The opening position for the match
between Fabiano Caruana (black) and
D Gukesh. Screengrab

theory, unfortunately, found no takers in the
audience of two as Nakamura and Firouzja
brushed it off.

For many of the players, as Nakamura re-
vealed in an interview with Take Take Take,
training for freestyle chess has been a process
of unlearning because plenty of theory in

chess focuses on opening theory. And in
freestyle chess, the opening theory itself
would fill out a library.

Nakamura explained how, a few years
back he and Carlsen had played a Fischer
Random (another name for freestyle chess)
game during the Norway Chess tournament
where they had been told the opening posi-
tion they would play 30 minutes before the
start of the game. Then, they were told they
could talk to their seconds and take help from
engines. Despite that, by the third move,
Nakamura was already out of the book.

Come to games fresh

Most elite players rely on training games
to sharpen their minds for an upcoming com-

W\

India brought in Varun Chakravarthy in
place of Kuldeep Yadav. Bccr

gacy was laid bare when Mohammad Shami,
Harshit Rana and Hardik Pandya fed England
openers Ben Duckett and Phil Salt boundless
room to cut and pull in the first powerplay.
Much of the first 10 overs’ action occurred
square of the wicket as Shami struggled to tem-
per his angles to the left-handed Duckett. A
regulation catching opportunity that Axar Patel
let slip off at deep backward point in the sixth
over off Pandya’s bowling, forced the seamer
down to his haunches after a frustrating start.

With Rana playing two games ahead of the
Dubai-bound Arshdeep Singh, one canassume
thathead coach Gautam Gambhirand Co have
taken the series to prepare for all scenarios they
currently visualise without Bumrah. However,
Rana’s natural affinity for shorter lengths has
forced India to summon the first-change

petition. Players usually spent the night be-
fore games playing games or looking up lines
for hours, and then doing the same in the
hours leading up to a match.

Of course for players like Caruana, Gukesh,
Vladimir Fedoseev, Abdusattarov and Keymer
playing training games to prepare for the
Weissenhaus event was not possible, because
until five days before the start of the freestyle
event, they were competing for a three-week
stretch at Wijk aan Zee in a classical tourna-
ment.

But even someone like Nakamura or
Carlsen, who came to Weissenhaus fresher
and well-rested compared to others like
Gukesh and Caruana, there were not too
many training games.

Carlsen, for example, said thatlast year he
had trained extensively to compete at the
freestyle event (which he had won) by play-
ing training games against British GM David
Howell besides working on openings with
long-time second Peter Heine Nielsen. But
this year he had done a little training com-
pared to last year.

“Ifelt like last year [ was really overthink-
ingin the first few games.I had too much ran-
dom knowledge and didn’t know how to ap-

bowler quite early within the first powerplay
inboth games.

As the seam trio failed to attack the
stumps or attempt fuller deliveries to the
England openers automatically aligned to
wield their cross-batted strokes,
Chakravarthy’s injection in the ninth over
briefly helped India plug the haemorrhage.

ThatEngland have beeniffy in their plans
against him throughout this tour was best
summed up by Chakravarthy’s 11th delivery.
The mystery man stuck to conventions this
time with aflighted leg break that offered Salt
a minimal margin for error with the heave
across the line miscued to Jadeja at mid-on.
Acracking follow-up to Joe Root nearly packed
the England No. 3 first ball, but the sharp-spin-
ning googly had turned way down the leg-
side after rapping the pads.

Save for a slot delivery outside the off-
stump that Harry Brook magnificently carted
over extra-cover for a maximum,
Chakaravarthy’s first spell of six overs conced-
ing 26 had the Bazballers wound to the crease,
suppressing their wonts before 17 dots and a
solitary release shot.

While his eventual figures (1/54) did not
vouch for a wholesome read, India captain
Rohit Sharma entrusted him with two overs
at the death alongside Jadeja, the two being
the only bowlers to complete their quota of 10
overs between the reckless spells of the pace
contingent.

With veteran Shami yet to regain full
steam, Rana blowing hot and cold, Kuldeep
yet to add enough overs under his belt and
India tight-lipped on the Bumrah situation,
Chakravarthy’s six-over spell teased a little
spark before the Champions Trophy’s final
squad deadline day falling in three days on
February 12.

ply it. This year, I played Freestyle Fridays on
Chess.com for training. Otherwise I have
looked at a few charts about where pieces go,”
Carlsen told Chessbase India.

Nakamura agreed. “Playing too much be-
fore is not good. You have to come in fresh. It's
really not worth it to spend much time
preparing,” he said.

Gukesh loses

Gukesh will have to find awin on Monday
against Caruana with black pieces after his
loss in the first game. It was a game where
Gukesh'’s all-powerful queen sat on a corner
of the board on h1 square twiddling its
thumbs for 17 moves.

In fact, his queen moved just thrice before
being picked off. His rook on the other corner
also moved once before it was eliminated.

Gukesh had just about snuck into the
quarter-finals of the Weissenhaus event af-
ter not winning any of his nine rapid games to
decide the eight players to go into the knock-
outs. He was expected to do better in the clas-
sical game on Sunday, considering he thrives
in the longest time control event. But
Sunday's defeat means he has just one game
to save his campaign.

NAGPUR
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— BRIEFLY ——

FA Cup: Liverpool
crashoutagainst

second-tier Plymouth

Plymouth: Amuch-changed Liverpool
were dumped out of the FA Cup by
struggling second-tier side Plymouth
Argyle, who pulled off a stunning 1-0
fourth round win at Home Park on
Sunday. The hosts took the lead in the
53rd minute after they were awarded
apenalty for a handball by midfielder
Harvey Elliott and Ryan Hardie
stepped up to send Liverpool goal-
keeper Caoimhin Kelleher the wrong
way. Premier League leaders Liverpool
were bereft of ideas and had just one
shot on target in the opening half, with
Plymouth keeper Conor Hazard mak-
ingadiving save in the 36th minute to
keep out James McConnell's long-
range shot. REUTERS

Alcaraz wins maiden
indoor title

Rotterdam: World number three
Carlos Alcaraz claimed his first indoor
title when he beat Australian third
seed Alex de Minaur 6-43-6 6-2 inthe
Rotterdam Open final on Sunday. The
four-times Grand Slam winner, who
began the 2025 season with a quar-
ter-final defeat by Novak Djokovic at
the Australian Open, won his 17th ATP
Tour career title, his firstindoor. It was
the Spaniard's first title since winning
inBeijing in October as he again wore
a nasal strip having suffered with a
cold all week. He also became the
youngest man in history to win a title
on clay, grass, hard court, and indoor
hard court. REUTERS

UP Warriorzname

Deeptias captain

New Delhi: UP Warriorz on Sunday
named seasoned all-rounder Deepti
Sharma as their captain for WPL 2025
after regular skipper Alyssa Healy was
ruled out of the League because of a
foot injury. Warriorz will hope that
Deepti will repeat her fine WPL 2024
outing, scoring 295 runs in eight in-
nings at a strike rate of 136.57 and at
an average of 98.33. She had also
grabbed 10 wickets with her off-spin
at an economy rate of 7.23. PTI

Jacquet beats Ymer
towin Chennai Open

Chennai: Frenchman Kyrian Jacquet
fought past Sweden's Elias Ymer in
straight sets to clinch the Chennai Open
ATP Challenger singles title here on
Sunday. Jacquet registered a 7-6 (1), 6-
4 victory in an hour and 37 minutes.
Jacquet, ranked No. 273 in the world,
got off to a fast start breaking Ymer in
the very first game of the match and
then consolidated it with a hold.
However, Ymer, ranked 332 in the
world, broke his opponent in the eighth
gameto level the firstsetat4-4.  PTI

Diksha makes final
charge, loses play-off

Rabat: India's Diksha Dagar came
within striking distance of winning
her third Ladies European Tour title,
before losing a play-off at the Lalla
Meryem Cup golf tournament here.
The 24-year-old, starting the day at 3-
under total and in tied-14th place,
made a great charge in the final round
with a superb 6-under 67 card that
helped her set the clubhouse target of
9-under. Cara Gainer of England
joined her there later as Nuria Iturrioz,
who at one stage reached 10-under,
and Shannon Nan fell back. PTI

Augib lets the ball £

RANJI TROPHY: QUARTERFINALS

do the talking

With 5 for 36 against Kerala in quarterfinals, quiet
medium pacer's best season only gets better

SHIVANINAIK
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

AUQIB NABI DAR grew up playing tennis ball
cricket in Baramulla, Kashmir, on grounds
where speedsters just couldn't use spikes. Elite
cricketis high-maintenance and hallowed that
way. When his feet couldn't turn into hot
wheels, the J&K pacer set off honing his wrist-
workand ended up with one of the smoothest
and deceptively jumbling mix of inswingers
and outswingers, working his way out to snare
wickets with the new ball and old.

All through this self-motivated upskilling,
he kept in mind what his seniors at the hum-
ble Baramulla Cricket Club told him when the
cricketdreamlooked distant: "Workinsilence.
Never talk back. Show them what you are
when playing, because nobody can stop you
on the run-up.”

With 42 wickets this season alone -almost
half his career-tally of 85 - the 28-year-old has
become J&K's highest wicket taker, surpassing
Parvez Rasool, since debuting in 2016 withim-
pressive consistency of 6 five-fors in this cam-
paign.

He has endured
early injuries, limited
facilities in develop-
ment years, indiffer-
ence from 'India A’
consideration and
complete silence
from IPL teams in
auctions, with fran-
chises unwilling to
evenlookat him.But
when helined up for
J&K's quarterfinal
against Kerala at
Pune, he decided to
focus on the task

will stay imprinted on minds. It wasa peach of
a yorker nailing Kerala's best batter and cap-
tain, as they were left tottering at 11/3."We are
in quarters after a long time. Performing here
is a big thing," he said, when asked if he fret-
ted over noninclusionin IndiaA's.

Saxena had sent two sixes surfing to the
same fine leg spot earlier on, where he was
eventually trapped, as the rising ball rushed on
him two clicks faster. Auqib's set-ups tend to
focus onsilently nuancing pace to lull and lure
intolethality. He celebrates wickets alright, but
the confidence comes from how coach
Pudiyangum Krishnakumar keeps saying pos-
itive things to him, despite errors. Like, know-
ing, he's never going to give up on Auqib. "Rest
is just bowling in the right places," he says.

His batting aggression also came from the
coaches telling him to go berserk - knowing a
statement of intent needed to be made in the
first hour when bowlers had suffocated J&K
top order yesterday. "Coach said, Go attack.”
Augqib merely freed his long levers.

Early promise

Baramulla hadn't seen anyone like him in
U19s, and his trials
were actually used to
spread the word
around of a prodi-
gious bowler, who
didn't need speed
(though he could
crankitup), toclatter
stumps. The cutters
were exquisite.

A good crowd
came, just to be
awed. "He's natural.
His skills are god-
gifted.

He learnt early
from Baramullaclub

ahead and set aside ~ Auqib Nabi took five wickets.  ShivaniNaik  matestotake every-
all past struggles. thing from criticism
"There are strug- to praise with si-

gles, but I won't talk about them. Playing red
ball cricket was a dream. Right now, Ranjiis my
biggest stage," he would say after taking 5-36
in a strangling tandem alongside Umar Nazir
(they bowled 6 maidens each) as Kerala were
restricted to 200/9 responding to J&K's 280.

Augib can take some solid credit for taking
J&K's middling 210/8 and elevating it to a
chunkier 280 because he turned up at No.10
and gave a dull Sunday morning its crisp
espresso fix with a 30-ball 32 with 2 bound-
aries and 1 chunky six. Like Mark Knopfler
would've crooned, "Oh yeah, the boy can play.”

Kerala were mildly bewildered, as he rou-
tinely charged the bowlers, coolly taking three
unrushed strides down the pitch and tonking
gloriously away. Against Kerala's competent
quicks, it was frankly audacious. But they had
ceded 60-odd before they realised what to do
with this Mad Max, strutting into the storm.

What his team know Augib for though, is
his serene silence. He simply doesn't like talk-
ingmuch. Even during his aggressive bowling
spell and batting counters, there's none of the
lippy talk going on.He's taken after his idol Dale
Steynand Jasprit Bumrah, in that sense. But he
doesn'teven smile, so the business-like silence
where batsmen being evicted is incidental, is
even more menacing.

Kerala opener Rohan Kunnummal prod-
ded atan out-swinging delivery,and was gone
by the second ball. Shoun Roger lasted just 5
deliveries without scoring,and was gone toan
incoming one while stuck in the crease caught
by the keeper. Augib would return for alate af-
ternoon spell to send back the dangerous and
well-set Jalaj Saxena (67 off 78),and complete
the five, clean bowling Nedumankuzhy Basil.
But it was Sachin Baby's wicket on 2 (15) that

THREE RECORDS BROKEN IN A YEAR

With blazing start, Tejas rewrites N

PRITISHRAJ
DEHRADUN, FEBRUARY 9

HURDLER TEJAS Shirse started brilliantly in
the men’s 110m hurdles final at the National
Games on Sunday. At the Maharana Pratap
Sports College, Dehradun, he broke the
decade-old meet record of compatriot
Siddharth Thingalaya after clocking 13.65s,
But the hurdler looked a little stretched in
the final phase.

Thisis the third time this year that Shirse
has broken a record. Last month the 22-year-
old had twice rewritten the national record
in the 60m hurdles.

Talking about the last phase of the race,
Tejas told The Indian Express, "l haven't prac-
tised at all for the outdoor hurdles as [ was
focusing on the indoor hurdles to improve
my start. That is why my body was a little
stretched in the end as I was practising with
only five hurdles as compared to ten out-
doors.”

The current national record holder in the
110m hurdles, Shirse spent three weeks
training in Europe with the elite indoor hur-
dlers in January. Tejas trained in France and
ran a total of eight indoor races (60 metres),

lence.He's shy basically, but he listens and
learns,” informs manager Hilal Ahmed.

In his U19s debut, he quietened some
loud Punjab opponents with 5 wickets and
a50. Against Saurashtra colts, he was sent
at the fall of two quick wickets, and he
slammed a 100.

"We had been fielding for a day and a half.
SowhenIgot to batting, [ scored a 100," he re-
calls simply.

He started cricket following friends, but
never knowing the real magic of aleather ball.
"We never played with the hard ball. The
ground wasn't good enough to wear spikes.
Just tennis ball. Red ball mindset took time.
Now we've played lots of red ball cricket. That's
the change," he says of 40 wickets in 6 seasons,
and 44 in this one alone.

He quietly plays in the Karnataka local
league, and when back home, gathers around
youngsters to bat and bowl against.

He won't sit at home idle, nor waste time
ruing,” Ahmed says.

His father, a government teacher, wanted
him to study. "Initially they were opposed to
cricket and would yell because I was good at
studies." There was talk of studying medicine.
The day he scored 100 vs Saurashtra and the
presslanded at his home, his father was a con-
vert. "He told the media - Mera nechu (son)
India khelke aaega. Aap likho."

Ithasn'tquite happened yet. Butyou never

know what that famous silence is quietly
brewing. Five Kerala wickets bubbled over, at
anyrate.
BRIEF SCORES: Jammu and Kashmir280all
out (Kanhaiya Wadhawan 48; Nidheesh MD
6/75)lead Kerala200/9in 63 overs(Saxena 67,
Nizar 49; Auquib 5/36) by 80 runs.

Tejas Shirse clocked 13.65s to break the decade-old National Gamesrecord.  Pritish Raj

including the qualification rounds and finals.
He set the current national record of 7.64s in
the 60m hurdles during the European stint.

When asked what's the biggest difference
in the training for outdoor and indoor hur-
dles, Tejas said, "The biggest difference dur-

ing the training for indoor hurdles and out-
door hurdles is endurance. In the 60m hur-
dles, one has to just start and finish quickly
but in the 110m hurdles, one has to put in
more repetitions to sustain that speed.”
Coached by James Hillier, Tejas and
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SKIPPER LEADS RESISTANCE

Haryana captain Ankit Kumar’s ton on Sunday cut their deficit against Mumbai to just 52 runs in their quarterfinal. PTI

Jalaj, Kerala’s man for all
seasons and situations

SHIVANINAIK
PUNE, FEBRUARY 9

JALAJ SAXENA is 38 and he chuckles that he
“doesn't really expect the phone to ring to-
morrow.” That is cricket-speak for getting
picked to play for India, and the selectors call-
ing up with the news. It's just that instead of
staring at the phone waiting eternally for it to
ring, he decided to go hammer and tongs
against the run of play, and keep reminding
the young 'uns that a Ranji Trophy quarterfi-
nal is five days long.

Heis not filmy enough to say, 'Picture abhi
baaki hai mere dost.' But for 78 balls, he kept
punching holes in a pretty sturdy J&K bowl-
ing unit, almost teasing them for not man-
aging to tame an old 'un like him. His 67 had
six fours and three sixes, looking utterly un-
bothered by cloying pace or taunting spin.

“It's an unrealistic dream (being picked
forIndia),” but what's left if you stop dream-
ing, he says. So, might as well keep putting
himself out there, and reminding selectors
of what they are overlooking.

Saxena's type-face of spin bowling-all-
rounder was taken. Ravichandran Ashwin,
Washington Sundar. Jayant Yadav, Ravindra
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav. There was always
someone. So, he just went about accumulat-
ing runs and wickets, not bothering to get
tagged the dreaded word: 'domestic giant'.
But because he was so good at what he did,
it put Kerala in the quarters.

“Idon't get sleepless nights about why se-
lectors are not picking me. It's just that the
India dream keeps me motivated. I still have
that dream to play for India, but no expecta-
tions,” he says. It's a strangely content mind-
space. Luckily for his home state Madhya
Pradesh and now Kerala, where he's amuch-
loved guest player, his constant efforts to stay
relevant has done them a lot of good.

Man for a crisis

Against J&K, Saxena single-handedly
stemmed a dam-burst as Auqib Nabi
wreaked havoc. “He's very nippy and was
bowling in the right areas,” Saxena explained.
It was his cue to enter battle.

“Three wickets down (for a measly 11),1
had to back my instincts. It was tricky be-
cause another couple of wickets would've

women'’s 100m national record holder Jyothi
Yarraji have focussed on getting off the blocks
well during their indoor races.

“The decision to train indoors was a col-
lective decision of me and my coach (James
Hillier) as we wanted to improve on the start.
Indoor hurdles have helped me make a flaw-
less start in the outdoor hurdles,” Tejas said.

While the year started with indoor train-
ing, Tejas has his eyes fixed on the major out-
door competitions starting with the Asian
Athletics Championships scheduled in May
2025.

“My focus for the season is on outdoor
competitions. The indoor season and training
were just for improvement as it was a quick
(indoor) season,” Tejas said.

The hurdler narrowly missed out on the
qualification for the Asian Championships
(13.56s qualifying standard) on Sunday but is
confident of achieving the same once he
starts full-fledged outdoor training.

“I know I was close to qualifying today but
Idon’t mind asIwasn’t completely ready for
this event given I am half way to my full
preparation. I will qualify in the next event [
compete in,” Tejas said.

The hurdler will travel to Australia later
this month and is expected to compete in

Jalaj Saxena scored 67 onSunday.  File

done usin. I took calculated risks. Told myself
['ve done this in the past.”

It was plainly an assault, when he started
with a pair of sixes, making it look like he and
the rest were batting on two different
pitches. Umar Nazir had a stranglehold on
opener Akshay Chandran which neverloos-
ened. Saxena though, with his wide-spaced
golf-club like grip, flicked the massive Nazir
to fine leg for a six. He struck an encore, just
for kicks. Nasir Lone, marginally slower, was
maced over point.

Saxena, single-handedly, might've pushed
this contest into the fourth day. “It was not the
correct time to be disappointed,” he would
later say about the match situation and his ca-
reer. “It's called a Test match (5-day game) for
areason. We can still get back into this game,”
he promised as Keralareached 200/9 and MD
Nidheesh and Salman Nizar took their cues to
retaliate in aggressive fashion.

“When I getinto my zone, | back myself to
play shots,” Saxena said. “In the off-season, I
do my hard work,” he would say, looking as
fitas any of the other tough ones.

Not being off-spinner No.1 might've scut-
tled his India goals, but the veteran's all-
round shows with T20-style batting are help-
ing the state team. “I even opened for my
state. I can always bat,” he would remind
with a smile. Bat rather well, actually.”

competitions there after his training.

“I will start training for outdoor hurdles
now.Iam going to Australia later this month
and start doing more and more outdoor hur-
dle training with the athletes there. My plan
is to focus on the rhythm using the ten and
twelve hurdles as compared to the five hur-
dles in the indoor event,” Tejas said.

Tejas has been one of the fastest hurdlers
in the country in the past two years and the
lack of competition at the national level ham-
pered his chances for the Olympics last year.

But the move to train with elite athletes

across the world means that he will have a
chance to improve with an aim to qualify for
events like World Championships and Asian
Athletics Championships.
KEY RESULTS: Men: 400m: 1. Bapi Hansda
(ODI)46.82s, 2. Vikrant Panchal (Har) 46.92,
3.T.S. Manu (Ker) 47.08; 110m hurdles: 1.
Tejas Shirse (Mah) 13.65s, 2. Manav
Rajanarayanan (TN) 14.03s, 3. Muhammed
Lazan (Ker) 14.23s. High jump: 1. Aadarsh
Ram (TN) 2.14m, 2. Swadhin Kumar (Odi)
2.11m, 3. Sudeep (Kar) 2.08m; 4x100m re-
lay: 1. Odisha (39.47s) 2. Tamil Nadu (40.08s),
3. Kerala (40.73s); Decathlon: 1. N. Taufeeq
(Ker) 6,915 pts, 2. Yamandeep Sharma (Raj)
6,831 pts, 3. Rohit Roman (AP) 6,753 pts..

QUARTERS ROUNDUP

Spinners give
Mumbaian opening

Kolkata: After two frustrating sessions,
Mumbai’s spinners Tanush Kotian and
Shams Mulani brought them back into
the contest against Haryana at the Eden
Gardens. The two spinners who scored
97 and 91 respectively to rescue
Mumbai with the bat, played their part
with the ballas well ata critical juncture
when Haryana seemed to be running
away with the game. After shutting out
Mumbai for 315 in the first session, skip-
per Ankit Kumar led from the front once
again with the bat, scoring 136.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai 315 (Kotian
97, Mulani 91; Kamboj 3/71) vs
Haryana 263/5 (Ankit 136).

Tamil Nadu top order
fails once again

Nagpur: Itfeels like déja vu all over again
for Tamil Nadu. Green top, ball seam-
ing around and their top-order show-
ing once again they aren’t equipped to
survive in those conditions. And as are-
sult, Tamil Nadu are slowly losing their
grip over their fixture against Vidarbha
atNagpur. Despite coming to batonlyin
the second session of Day 2, TN bats-
men were exposed by Vidarbha seam-
ers with Aditya Thakare walking away
at the end of the day with four scalpsin
his pocket.

BRIEF SCORES: Vidarbha 353 (Nair
122; Shankar 3/75) vs Tamil Nadu
159/6 (Siddarth 65; Thakare 4/18.

Guijaratindriver's seat

Rajkot: In their derby clash against
Saurashtra, itis Gujarat which is begin-
ning to take control of the quarterfinal.
After shutting the hosts to 216, their
decision to bowl first was vindicated
as Gujarat batsmen put up a fighting
display to end Day 2 with a lead of 44
runs and 6 wickets in hand.

BRIEF SCORES: Saurashtra 216 vs
Gujarat 260/4 (Jaymeet Patel 88 bat-
ting, Manan Hingraji 83).

ational Games mark in 110m hurdles

3 teams disqualified
in women’s relay

Dehradun: There was much dramaaf-
ter a thrilling photo-finish in the
women's 4x100m relay as Unnathi
Aiyappa of Karnataka and Giridharani
R of Tamil Nadu battled for the gold
medal in the final leg.

Karnataka won the gold witha tim-
ing of 46.99s ahead of Tamil Nadu
(47.01s). However, minutes later, Tamil
Nadu, along with Odisha and
Uttarakhand, were disqualified for
wrong baton exchange. The technical
committee deemed that athletes of
these three teams started incorrectly
while exchanging the baton in the sec-
ond exchange. But the Tamil Nadu team
claimed that the line official had asked
them to step back resulting in a false
start. They lodged an official protest, re-
sulting in a delay in the presentation
ceremony, but the Athletics Federation
of Indiajury rejected the appeal. ENS
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